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Renal Clearance of Sodium Alginate Stabilized Au Nanoclusters
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(1. College of Materials Science and Engineering , Qingdao University, Qingdao 266071, China;
2. Wuhu Industrial Innovation Center, Wuhu 241000, China)

Abstract Biocompatible and biodegradable sodium alginate (SA) was used to stabilize Au nanoclusters (NCs) in
this paper. Combined with the chemical inertness of Au, SA-AuNCs of (4.2+0.9) nm in diameter exhibited extremely
low cytotoxicity. After administrated into mice, SA could delay the renal clearance of SA-AuNCs and prolong the
half-life to (8.2+0.2) h in blood circulation. Thus the tumor uptake rate was increased to 10.4%ID/g. When tumor
area contained high concentration of calcium ions, the tumor uptake rate could be further improved to 14.5%ID/g due
to cross-link between Ca* and SA. The SA-AuNCs were mainly excreted through renal clearance, which only
involved minor, but recoverable interference to the renal function. This indicates good biosafety of SA-AuNCs. This
work can solves the contradiction between the renal clearance and tumor uptake of nanoclusters by using functional of
ligands, which provides theoretical guidance for other high-performance diagnostic and therapeutic nanomaterials.

Keywords Nanoclusters; Renal clearance; Biosafety; Tumor uptake ; Computed tomography imaging
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T 5 B AR A BEERS R BB A A R, TR R AR G SR AR R R TR AR
M IR GIE TSGR EIT A T — R mPERERI KGR, T I A2 W Rma 7 -e

TEXE PRI R rp R 1RSI PO , WFSE A SOB A TR BN KI5 87 ROR AL S HA
EPEREROG, i 2 BN ACa) o B | A A S P IO e s P Ak o3 2 DR AR Bl 7. T e
TREFBUNAKAS , 55122 R <6 nm I, DK Zy i i Ak b A G B PR ECHE RS, 3
AR ) L A B~ S S AR ARG 9 R e PR %, T I T RS T RE R A 4B (B — T T
' R U AT DR R TR AR R PR HE RS A B B 1, LA e S NI B ) SRR T ™ A T
P B XURS: , AT B i G OK 1) A 2 A TR AR 5 5 B R B = TR s e AIL oL il A
ANAHEA )22 A PR TTHRE R, IRt 5 JRg X AR K A BRI, e — AR LB e g )

BEX IR, R 20T A A A B 1 BT AR DL R AR BB, i B g TR 45 v e R R
g IERS N R NGO U O iR S w40 2 e o6 G AN N TR B LT i A RN P
ARG E A i B G R PP BB Tl A, DLBGAR R IR O BRIBUAR . Zhang 552 il 1 — 7l pH M
PR B AR IURE , 1229 K A 2 T 282 P9 A P 2 T S R 7 i P P 1 P B 5 el e R v e, 3K
(BRI A A IR A, RS WY SRAE M B B T g DX, A% 1 R MORLTE iR v 32 2l ' AR AL
R ZUFEE LB REVEBOT AR &, Zhang SE5 2 FERT I TAE 8T 1SR BAEEE B 9K
(AuNGs) , IZGOKRE S NI XU, A2 IR RS 0 nT LR A= e B SR AR, 8 BEJT S I 4141
JCARFEALPERE , TARZEA R XA DOR A B A LN G AL R PERE . I MG 7 P RE Al
REJT IR A RGGR A T A Ge e i HRERS IR SRy S A TR i T ik, 8 T R 4eiR) 7
Jrik.

ARSC I GERC R BERR B B S REVESE— P JT EBESE A, LIRS W BRI N IR, 3275 AuNCs £
IKERAR, R A IR R R, SR MR R IR . AT AE R AR, IR BAEE A8 1 AuNCs HAT G
A2 ML, G K TR S AN BRI S, BCPATRE SR R B B 22 1 P EXS AuNCs FOTE BRI AR, AT
TEAC T MR AR ERF R, R8T MR SRIBCECR . TS S BR PR IR A1 A4 4% T 32 S S 0 e B 8 8
b, PRIRFEIATH e 2 PRIK A, RN T RS R MR E 19 AuNGs HoA RAFIYAEY et ik, i@
1 BRI BERR NS AuNCs I DIRESCNE , MR T ANRFRAE A W) 2 S AR R BBUSCAR 2 [E] o I

1 SCIGERyY

1.1 RFI 5

KA US4 R (HAuCL, - 3H,0, 26 99%) . = 684 (NaBH,, 46J5>96%) . #h & (HCL, 7 #rak)
IR (HNO;, Z0Afrat) , [ 258 B0 A BR 2 w5 WE3IREN (SA, 4312 78000) , H &)1 Z A4
FHEF A RA T, NP EREANL(KB) , e A R FRA ] 5 A0 R 0L 1640 FA M
Fk & 8(CCK-8) , bt R ERHLA PR v LB F/K (HIBH218. 25 MQ - em) , AL 4R
AR

JEM-2100F 3% 5 o 7 2 85 (TEM) , H 4 JEOL/A 7] 5 Zetasizer Nano ZS9 I Th R SCAN K i i 3 57
1%, FE Malvern 23 & 3 UV-2600 7 & {8 A0 1] BLA GG (UV-Vis), HAREHYA R Somatom Spirit
7 Siemens XHEEE R T FEALKZFAHEHL(CT) , £ [5] Siemens 23 ] ; VERTEX 80V B {8 B A5 Ja 21 &)
HEAL(FTIR ), Hfif: Bruker /A 1] 5 Agilent 725 % B S & 56 B F IR & SIS (ICP-AES) , L4 FHY
(P EDARRAH.
1.2 e
1.2.1 449k 4 (AuNCs) By #| & ¥ 14. 8 mg HAuCL,*3H,0 LA F] 100 mL %5 0. 25% (JF /350 SA ()2
BT RV s R 30 min 5, TS 76. 66 mg NaBH, 4 20 mL 2555 77K , 1175 AuNGs. 9RJ5, #
AuNCs 7E 10000 r/min %3 T 2.0 20 min, FFEH 3 H7E LB TK T, 155 AuNCs 430K -
122 AuNCs B CT & 78 CTIHAH, 4331 170, 500, 1000, 1500 12000 pg/mL A AuNCs 43
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W, AAT T AR CT MG, Falad Lol MR35 T = FCHAL (HU) B CT {5 51A.

123 fAbapfa s FEARMEEVERT ST, SRS AR BE Y AuNCs 20 (0, 25, 50, 100, 200 Fl
400 pg/mL) 5 KB 4l — &35 57 . E4d CCK-8 SLIa I T 15 5% 24 h 5 4 ML 7E 490 nm Ab 565 (OD)
{8, FHRAAXT A AE TS %

124 FFshae A shae iR B AuNCs FRARTE 50 wg/g B EETF S B/NEUAR . 24 W, BUN UMY
AR RN IREASI . [RIEHE P AR AR ] A fat /N BRATE A 0T B, DL SEBe 842 3 IRICT-341A .

125 #HRpHFH R EERFEE W MR A5 Z T TFE5E . AuNCs
F A 50 pg/g I EEE K ST RNEUR N . SRS, 4 AITEO, 1, 2, 4, 10, 24 F148 h B DA ki
10 WL I . K5 MR S ARAE F K, KI5 T ICP-AES A2 Au B &1 . Sl M v Au 533 5511
AuNCs & 52 2 8] 1 FUAE TS AR R 0. S 1 I R B iR, bk it 24 h s, sl el FARY)
BN B R , o8 TR A Tk S, FIFH ICP-AES U2 Au i 75 & .

126 FRAEF Aug 28 EN KR Ao &SI T T 4300 ST AuNGs 5 173, 1/4, 3/8,
1/2,1,2,3,4,5,6, 7TA18d, i FHEEREAN A A T PR, IEFE S 88 R SBURS e H % PR . 4 IR
WRESL AR T Tk, FIF ICP-AESTAE Au .

2 #R51E

2.1 ESMARENGEHS B

SIS B ek 4 1R 78000 MV EEFR AN o3 A S RTEE IR SN, TE TG (TR SRR N 2K
B AU TICE Y, FE4 NaBH, 38 J5U5 6175 AuNCs. [E 1(A)/RH T AuNCs [ TEM B8 H-, 0] DL AuNCs P2
BROETEA, A8 RS —1%, @l 5eit, P EZE (D) R(4.240.9) nm[E 1(B) ]. B TG
AuNCs " Au G S ECIARR EL I, X5 AuNCs IV BERREA 73 A T 7 #RE 430, PR E il e (AR SC
SCREEEE ST AT, SRR ENAE 220~280 “CHIBLEA . (A ML) g i 2 B, LB B Rl =k A=

Ay - 5 50 L® 4209 mm
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—
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Fig. 1 TEM image of SA-AuNCs(A), the size distribution profile of of SA-AuNCs based on TEM
image(B), SA - AuNCs size measured by DLS before(a) and after(b) 7 d of storage(C) and
UV-Vis absorption spectra of SA-AuNCs(D)
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O3 AL, BERRER T B AR, FRILLUKITE U 22, AR KB . 315, AuNCs Hifg
PR AN Y R BON 91. 4%, Au G E MY SN 8. 6%. AuNCs i zeta 22 [ HE #4434 (=56. 3+1.2) mV,
Ui BTV P 1Y AuNCs Z 18] A] JE e 1) e HE R VR 5 TRDER b TV e R BATTSC A 11 43 1 R0 3 R
FH AN KA BE {45 AuNCs BIK SR RF R 24, 4 nm [ 1(C) 1, R T TCA) Houim 2 iy R ),
T LI R 2 W g v R AN A P AE R rh 4y K i A Ly, T BB A 25 [RI67 BH, A AuNCs
POt RAFMEREME . AuNCs IR & 7 d = RICE JS , AR HOK A RiA2 4 18. 2 nm, zeta KT L HH
(—48.4+3.7) mV, Uil AuNCs BA RAFRIBEIATRE M. 53 4 Jm 9 OK AU 5 HAT 4Rk 1) 3R 11 45 B 1A
HPRIZULA T, AuNCs [RIRE 28 22 T 55 B P AR W et e, WRSe0ds 32 BE7E ] IR X, ey s H 3R
E520 nm[ & 1(D) ].

AT Au G X X LR I ICRE T1 4055 , AuNCs [RIFEH 2 X ST ZR UG 0 v RE 3o e RE , X AN IRk
) AuNCs P HRHER T T HLFIFENLBUZ 345 (CT) , 4RI 09K CT B SR AuNCs IRt 2 38 sm AU LA
BB IR BE RO, CT A5 5B % AuNCs VREE 3G [E 2(A) | &= [REAL(HU) E R, R
4 2 mg/mL ) AuNCs A] 24t 61 HU [ CT (5 558 5 . #F AuNCs [ CT {5 558 B 5 ¥k B AT LA
[E2(B) ], Fridla th4 R 3 [ HU/ (mg-mL ") MR T BB 1Y AuNCs X CT {5 5 kg ), 4
T4 30. 4 HU/(mg-mL™") , REHATE CT A FB M B Z 2 1 .

) L) K=30.35 HU/(mg-mL")
1000 i
R=0.99
- 50 -
z s
gﬂ 30 [
HU 2
5 20t

10

0
1 | | | |
° -1000 0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0
Concentration/(mg-mL™")

Fig.2 CT images(A) and CT signal intensity(B) of AuNCs at increasing concentrations of 0, 0. 5, 1. 0,
1. 5 and 2. 0 mg/mL

22 ‘ApEH

SRR AuNCs 4 200 i 350 L A 6]V B2 B9 AuNCs 43591 5 KB 21 il 3% 5% 24 h, 76 CCK-8 5256 th
K FH 490 nm Ab 8 5 55 J3 (6 0 B2 A X 20 A7 % . H 81 3 ) D0, K5 AuNGs A MR BE N 25 pe/mL 3255 &
400 pg/mL, 24 h )5, FirA SEERAL AR F 25 6 REZE A9 A0 A7 15 SR B PR RFAE 20 100% , 1B AuNCs X KB
M AAEAE B B Bk, v LB 3R 19 AuNCs LA 5200 KB 40 M i S5 5 B . 59 4k, 4R 510
AuNCs ¥ BE 55 F 100 pg/mL B, 3505352 56 2 4 I (9 A X AA T R 25 SRR K T 100%, X vl R J& i /0

I AuNCs BN R BN A M b, 7R DG 120

(BN 3 20 LA TE S8, NI AuNGs R T S 10021 2 7 T 73 A
490 nm {IFEREIE (), NTTTHR 5 T A0 ILAIAS £ wl| '

TET RSG5 . HHE— B 5E AuNCs Y 2l

PR L K KB A L RE S 5 400 pg/mL Sl

AuNCs FE35 35 24 h )5, ] 1CP-AES I 5 94 3 ol

MIENETAR AuLR B 4PRK, 5.3% ,

E/‘J AuNCs %Bi KB 253}1@?\]5 ’ iiﬁﬁﬂ:—ﬁﬁ%?lﬁfﬁ 0 0 25 50 100 200 400
ORI EES S & L PIS IS TN R AR ER VUNIDIN Concentration/(ug-mL-")

SF, W B IOT N, SCHR[34 1HIERY Fig.3  Relative cell viability for KB cells post incubation
7 R 4N Fa 5F 1 AuNCs B9 TN & s R B2 3 with different concentrations of AuNCs for 24 h
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38%, FHULSE T T BEJE A 2 A S BR 4N R AuNCs 32488 TR RG2S [ BHL, FELAS T AuNCs [ 241 i 2 1fi
4 HL, BEAR T AR ECCR . R W, TR AN AR A2 1Y AuNCs {7 B AR AR A A it Bk, 7E 4Nt
JEEA R R A2
23 SMKEREERBEIERE

il PTG A/INFRASEIN T AuNCs IO A= P4 4 . 1 SR A S AuNCs X /N BRUFF RN Sh BB (A 52 . SE5
Hf AuNCs 38 3 FE SIS AN RAIR Y, 58 5 v/ N BRUARE 358 50 g AuNCs. 15124 h ), 32BN
MLV REASTET THE . B DhRERI [ 4(A) | Hi ) JFThREM) R 2R FE bRt BB A &= (TP) . F&EA
(ALB) . BRE A (GLO) . HAZAHLIZ (DBIL) | [M3EAHL1 K (IBIL) . A AHZIZE (TBIL) | N2 MR A L5 A5 1
(ALT) . RAGPRL 2 (AST) RIS IE B AR (ALP) , A 45 55 filt 2 it o BR 4 /N UM LGB .25 55
B Dy hE Y £ ZEE PR A UL (CREA) R & /R 25 0 (BUN) & St ¥ 7E IEH Y Bl N, (EUR PRI ) B
ThEr, X E 3 TR 3 250%. R T 98 AuNCs & 5 20 B AR s 40, X IRBRAE ARt AT T M
MLE 4(B) ). 255, FrPkiE T 48 h 5 RER & ik B i S e, S f@HE KT 341%, R4 48 hJ5 IRIR
TR T, R EKE ST S UK G IS 8 K, IR & KR B R E ROBUE . DL SRR,
R GETES AuNCs X /N FRAG I RE TG A S 520, (233 il B D e R R 7 e Js I s s, XA+
Ponl AT, AN R B 1) 1E 8 T RE

400

300 350

250 300

200 - 250

200

150 |-
100 | '150
50
100
0 Q@OV\)\)&
NG S
STSESES $
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Fig. 4 Liver and renal functions of mice detected 24 h post intravenous injection of AuNCs(A) and

uric acid content from 1 to 8 d post injection of AuNCs(B)

B IIReS 0020 AuNCs FETE IR ACEIHLELE B AHDC , SE50E i AuNCs 23N 2= i 4 A
ANERHEI T Au TR SRR ARIFSE T AuNCs IACEHLTT . AuNCs 254030 7727 il 4 o W A [+
i ) /0N BRUALTR P Au JC VR B AR PR, FR IS mT 00, kit S5 A9 L4380 N, IR AuNCs /)
e B Ky (34.9+1.7)%1ID/g, Bt )5 B JLAS /N it
N, AuNCs [ B T iR PR M FEAIG, H 3 48 h
Joi . Hok BERRAR 2 (6. 2+0. 8)%ID/g. it dE4k
PERLA, MR AuNCs R A 8 2 5 07
y=6. 38+28. 17e ¥ FLATH5 i I AH G . A4l
P4 M2k 15275t AuNCs 76 IR AE 2R o 0 52
W (1, h) M (8.2+0.2) h, T SCHk[35,
36 |38 A BR MRS A2 1) AuN Cs 7E L IR A1 2R

40
35
30 -
25

20

15 F 1=6.38+28.17¢ 85

R=0.99
10 -

Concentration of AuNCs/(%ID/g)

5_

RO 0.7 b, A2 T, AT R
DIKARAE K AuNCS (EILRIRER i 620 460, b . fA“:(”:{ N
Mak 1F A i B [X J (1 B = ig. oncentrations of AuNCs in the blood changes
E?Egi KUNCSEEEFEE L over time after intravenous injection

=) ot LA

i SCHRARE , X T/ FECAARR A2 1 AuNCs Filie - sUCSERORE) Sl W FERR KIS 1 h R
70% T 5§70 i 2 P DB O F0 B 1 M9, S SSCHAE MUV A b A~ S SO R 7 e T A T A R
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FER T AuNCs 7E ILRAG R P 93 1, LR DA i) BE R MR R B A% 1 BV BR A A . Ok, e T
/NERHEM I Au TR SR [ 6(A) 1. AEAN RIS 1)1 ROR AR IRIBREAS H, AU 3 h A PRV o T
BRELA, 2975 219% TE R 5 (4 AuNCs 3 BEHE I E] B HEERS , J5 SR PRIBRFEAS Hh AuNCs 1 255 BB HTFEAIR, IR
WK B A 6(B) | 2 TR, SRIKTES 24 h A PRIGGHEME Y ASM ) AuNCs 7 UET5Y
FIEI 54% A A7, 24 h J5 3K L PRIGHEM Y AuNCs B/, B H S8R 1 <10%. M2 T,
MFEAE v 4 HAS I A4 Au T8 58 5 1 AR (AR SO RR(E BRI S2) , AR 48 h AuNCs B HIEHE ) et i
1%, Ja2id: HHRMR R A R 1%, NI, T BERRENEEE AuNCs 1Y 2 2GRS IR 0 i I ke i
X B IRER S RO AARLT , W ANIC A 51 RT LUK R SE 52 1 JIEXS AuNGs BOTE BR , AT SE 1<
AuNCs 7E MR ER A A2 . 2o SCu S AIE AR AT, T8 R B IC X P AT B A2 e S i AL ol
ARESRIR T : (1) o F i R PERC A AuNCs 324 T HBRH 2 AZBH , #R 7K G RiAE A AL
BELAT T RIS RS AR, IR, SR M E MR AIR IR h dL 5 ) B A, (A5 2 AuNCs T3 RER ' I BR 5
(2) TEARSEEGE T T AuNCs S, AuNCs 2 PR TGS 14 S 285 S 4 A UV FTE IO AR 25
AR, MR T ORI R (A S REE BRI S3) , 9K AR Z (B F T3 IR HE A 7. 2 nm (DL AR SC 304
HAEEIS4) , MRS S IR BEE MR AIE RO #TATIT, 175 AuNCs 2435 HiE .

90 (A) ®)

80 L
70
60
50
40
30
20

Content of AuNCs/(% ID)

Time/d

Fig. 6 Collected content of AuNCs from urine at different time points(A) and an optical image for

urine samples taken 3, 6, 9, 12 h post intravenous injection of AuNCs(B)

24 PhERE

SUEA D 1908 > 50 A R T IR %o 4 AR R, S v T P r 28 KB MR 19 /1N BRUGE AuNCs b
JERRBCHCR G2 W EREUEA T TR, kg9 24 h)E, i CTHRE R (B 7) AT L, AuNCs 78 M98 DX,
KA T I E A, KB MR A TR CT IS S . 2 1ICP-AES A & B, e X 3 AuNCs & #2540
15 10. 4%ID/g. (HAR—IRAJE, BRI 2 5 AN &8 B R A= 2B U, 7E KB IR 9 H2
T XSRS T S AES A5 W BT W, 5 - g rh i, RIS T SRR AN AR E I AuNCs R AEAS

Control 1000 1000

e A

Fig. 7 CT images of KB tumors exhibited in grayscale and false-color forms
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WK BN, A AuNCs 8¢ 2l iF B4 7 b v . 2246000, KB i X5 AuNCs 1) 42 ORI B — 25 4 1 3
14. 5%ID/g, 75 CT Sf&H, M58 F15S AuNCs & H201 KB g th R 3 H B i) CT (55

3 45 e

WFFE T IR BA T AT AuNCs TETE ARSI T 0 OS2 . 0, TSR NAS 2 Y AuNCs 2545
T Au R AL A IR IR B B AR AR A, R AR A AR LT 5 R K S R L
DEFRIG , e XN B 4 I B AuNCs %83 3o 5 R i 1 R R AR A, SR THEE SR R B AS E 1Y
AuNCs B4 RAFA A2t s I ELIRBERR N R IR AE S 1\ EXS AuNCs FOTE BREEE , TS AuNCs £
MUBAEER R ) F I SE R 2 (8. 20, 2) h, K R A SR IBUSCR S 5 1) 10. 491D/ g5 38R DX I A0 115
TR AT E 2 IR (A BB R R B 14, 5%1D/g. WS4 R, BUARTREM: A 11T DL AE ZZ 4
KA B NS B A, TEAAHEA: )4 AP RO RTAR T 4 s AR A 1) e BB, e 1 AR AR 1 T
THER 5 IR SR Z R B 7 T, e s PEREAKAZY T GRS RE B AL 1 B .

X #H1% & W http://www.cjcu.jlu.edu.cn/CN/10.7503./cjcu20240135.
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