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Abstract A series of cationic poly (a-amino acid) s (PALGn) materials with different side group structures was
synthesized. The synthesized cationic poly(a-amino acid)s exhibited certain antibacterial activity in vitro. Among them,
poly (y-allyl-L-glutamate),-butyl (PALG,-Bu,) with the optimal ratio of cationic/hydrophobic group ratio showed the
best antibacterial ability, with a minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC) of 12.5 pg/mL against Staphylococcus
aureus (S. aureus) and Escherichia coli (E. coli.). Further mechanistic studies indicated that PALG,-Bu, could
effectively disrupt the integrity of bacterial cell membranes, leading to bacterial death. Due to this unique antibacte-
rial mechanism, PALG,-Bu, exhibited rapid bactericidal kinetics. In summary, this work proposes a promising
strategy for the treatment of clinical bacterial infections.
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PUR K (AMPs )2 —RRIRBTRN, HA T IEPUREE, |2 A TR R A a0 i T HA
TR 1) PH B TR S 454, AMIPs AT LA 228 8 i R /K R A ﬁﬂ?ﬁEEE’JQHEIlﬂ?HﬂH@H%/n ERRIEN
AN SE B, NITARIEAN R, HAS G S A" A 2020 SR, o T A A s L 2B
HHIEEAR AN 25 AR 2 SRR A, AMPs 11l PRI FH 32 381 1 AR R BRI, S 4Foke , HAT IE HL i FTGR
IKESF B T HU B RS W) Iz 5, DIV SE AMPs iR A 0. o, il N-JRJE N IR BT 2R
IR (NCA) FFER IR BAT 19 R SRR IS 5 70 T AR AT RAF 9 A= My A AR AR s
b ] LAGE o o A T B A T A A I, RS BAT R A A Y SRR . R T TP R
A TR N — ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬂa%ﬁﬁ%? E B, AELANAT 5 BT LA M IR A SR AR AU R P RE RN A= )
FHAEAT IR — A Ao A R F)

Zl-‘jC?F'JﬁH}F%%é(ROP)%H%%E@‘ﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁéﬁiT#%ﬂEﬁK@%%E(DF)%HK@%%?**@
O BH B TSR SR (PALG,) , R GHRFE T HATETERE (Scheme 1). HiH, PALG,-Bu, X 4 28 (0 # A 2R
B (S, aureus) MUKRHAATIR (E. coli) B RAFIIPURTEYE . db— B IPTRPLERHI TSR, PALG,-Bu, 1]
VAAT SRR A R A S B 1k, B RISt T, JR R B R A R R 8l J1 57 . R BH 8 1 SR B A
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Scheme 1 Schematic illustration of the preparation of cationic polypeptides
ShOA s
1 SCIedEpsy

1.1 XTI E5E

L-B AR (L-Glu) . =65 . B4 P4 Ak (Methicillin) | B 52 75 Ak (Amoxicillin) F1 242 B, 7 — H1 fik
(DMPA), J3tfrai, FigRIhn T AERHCA RA /] N EE, srdral, IRV AL TABRA A 5 Bl . G
IKBREREN . = . LBER TR IR, 53t al, E254E B2l A R A | 5 B C ik . SYTO™9 Fli Ak,
WIBE(PL) , 43#r2t, b1 Sigma-Aldrich (b FE ARG PR A 5 R BEEERRER | T HilE . 1-siskde , 2-78
2RI | 1-t ke s R AP X-100(Triton X-100) , 4M4r4li, b2 FapkeE AL RHE AT FRA 5 N, N-
T HIEF B (DMF) . S GE(CH,CL) | IE COBERTU S KR (THF) , 4e#ral, [ 24548 Ak 271500 R
o8], AR A 2 45 (MB SPS-800, MBRAUN, Germany)4ifk; N-K3E-1-Z5 (NPN) | 3,3"- A%
A% AR AL T ALYy [ DiSC3 (5) | Al Ak N e (PL) , Zr#ral, Eilfbpl Tl ZJRA R T ;s S, aureus
(ATCC 25923) . E. coli(ATCC 25922) il MH Bi R E5 3523 , (LA S E R A BRA F] 5 1.929 /)N Bt A%,
YA, BB ARG R A 4% (RFGEO R i, i 54 PR A RS |l 5 RPMI-
1640 % 5 5L | B R £h 2% vh ik (PBS, pH=7.4) F1 B B = (Methylthiazolyldiphenyl-tetrazolium bromide,
MTT), Ki&EFCEWHARAGIRAH .
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Zeiss Gemini SEM 500 %137 % S48 B 7 5 334088 (SEM) , € [E %% ] /A ] 5 Varioskan LUX BIEGHRIL,
Z[# Thermo Fisher Scientific 23 F] ; Zetasizer Nano ZS90 I 20 k7 BE HL (4Y , 9¢ [E Malvern 23] ; LSM510
RIS, HASJE RN E] 5 Perkin-Elmer LS50B B Y6 G1EAY , 5 E PerkinElmer 23 1] .
1.2 IR
1.2.1 PALG, 84 i ZRESCHRL27 15 il 4% - TN - L- 4 2R IR N-ARIEFA N FRTH (ALG-NCA). 2
SCHR (281074, LAIECIAEREI L H], it ALG-NCA (IR EA (ROP) A M PALG. 7E THEBHi T,
FH 10 mL JG7K DMF #5f#% 0. 033 g(0. 33 mmol) 1E Ui 5 44 1. 750 g(8. 0 mmol) ALG-NCA ¥ F 15 mL Jo/K
DMF H, A FIE M P s EIRMFE72 hig, H R B FKENT 72 h, WIRTEAS 3] A AR
PALG,,, 734 65%. MUETEC S ALG-NCA FIFE /R Iy 1:35, SR FHAHIE 74 M PALG.,.
122 MHEFREAEBRNEG R SHOCHR19] 7775045 FH & R 212 . 0. 800 g PALG,, (5 4. 74
mmol /5 PN FE 4] ) | 0. 069 g (0. 50 mmol) 2- 78 & Z i i Fl 0. 400 g (1. 56 mmol) Y651 & 5] DMPA ¥ T
50 mL DMF 1 ; N8 30 min, {3 F 365 nm (15 mW/em?) B9 28 S8 BEET 30 min; 7E 21 FHiHE 24 h
J& . A0, 320 g(1. 25 mmol ) DMPA £ 1. 940 g(17. 1 mmol) 2 B EhBREL , 8 122 4MT (15 mW/em?) B
530 min Ji5 , FEIRGHE 48 hy BB BIENTAE (M,=2000) 1, I8 F/KiENT 72 h; U T 51593
I LR FEAE G K U3 Y BH S 1 SR ZE R (PALG,,-Ph,) FI A, 723K 72%. HE PHE FR AL
)G BULAS SO B3R S 1.
123 RAGUE MR KS. aureus FIE. coli {E37 °CF 1537 12 h; 885 i 4 mL PBS(pH=7. 4) ¥k
2GR E 1x10° CFU/mL; #4100 pL E R INAE] 96 LA, FfiJ5 K PBS(pH=7. 4) FIA ] He A1k
SHA 96 FLH T, T37 ‘CHEFE 1 h; #5100 pL 3535 5 VAR 51 G A 7 MH BiIR 35 3: 56 38100, T°37 °C
FREFR 24 b E TR VR AL
124 M AR AW RAE @ ARSNE M SE IR R M AR 7281, B PBS(pH=7. 4) 2% M 250>
4% M AR, 50 2R, W m A I B2 PBS (pH=7. 4) R ol 5 BHE TR Z LA K
WIHAHEE A 800 pg/mL, F-{# F PBS B R, 5 500 wL i) iR 500 wL 4% (IRFR3%0) e
M4 SR A 5 4 500 wlL Triton-X (KFS340 19%) F1 500 wWLAKFSS 45 4% A5 il 40 i34 510 A R BH
PEXT IR, K 500 wL PBS(pH=7. 4) F1500 wWLAAF S48 4% 2L A ST AV A TEXT IR . 37 ChE
722 h, BLJEE100 L EIEWREHEE) 96 fLAR b il & RS WAL HS 576 nm ARG RE (A) EK
PEAGAE AL BR S (9 I A 79 Eb (Hemolysis, %)

A

A —
Hemolysis = ——2— x 100% (1)
Y ATritun—X - Ao

T s AT A o 20500 A B A T R BET  T FER F B  EA

125 I K 8x10° 1929 AP £ 96 FLAk , JiA 180 wL RPMI-1640 55353k, F37 °C
WEE 12 hs RS, A 20 L AS[RIHR B2 P BH B8 SR SE IR, W9 F 24 h s, LA ImA MTT 398 (5
ZUFE 0.2 mg/mL) , AKEEHFEH 4 h J5 05 BEFLAE 490 nm ZE W ERE . 49 71 (Cell viability, %) i€
XH

A
Cell viability = A“""’l" X 100% (2)

control

FH s A FITA, o 73590 R BH 5 2R S SRR AL B ) FL RN FR L A WO

1.2.6  #M0FEFE AR S IESCHR 3178, LLDISC3(5) VA6 1 41 1 41 i Joi ik 25 i Ak 441
B35 12 h s, i PBS (pH=7. 4) # B¢ & 1x107 CFU/mL; ¥ 100 L A [7] % B 1) PALG,,-Bu, 1
PALG,-NH, & 5 100 L IR & 34575 LU S PG AR/BT S PUARAE R BHAE TR, PBS(pH=7. 4)1E R B
X HE L SR N R (A, =622 nm, A, =673 nm).

1.2.7 @& m e % CBAn A PBS (pH=7. 4) Pk 31K, K #6FE 2B 1x10° CFU/mL. A
[ e (A RN AN R 7E B O IR A 3950, T37 CTFEE 3 h, f5Jm PG KR v Ao {S N ¢ o
1.2.8 40 400 B 2 B R FH PBS(pH=7. 4) AR B 1x10° CFU/mL. BEJS , F 4 o FIAS [A] e
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JEMBHE3T ‘CRH5553 h, WEEAE, 0. 22 wm i &A% I RO IO B3 Al BT
TE 260 nm AL W IME . L PBS 4b BRZH A g %) HE

129 WHELEELE K 1x10° CFU/mML A -5 2 £ i/ MRV EE (MIC) AR BHE 37 °C TR LG 3R
30 min. WEEEEHG, B0 EETFRIFRRZ FIEW . FHSYTO™ 9 A1 P14 30 min, Fifi)5 {4 PBS Vi
2K i LSMS10 B i Be AR AE S e .

12,10 F#E 20 A F MR PBS(pH=7. 4)F 4l Bk BEAG Bl 1x10° CFU/mL. B S , 45 40 18 AN [F]
WA RNABIR A 15T, 25 15, 30, 60, 120 #1180 min. i A4 EA 714, LA PBS b3
ZHAE R BAPEXT R

1211 Gt Fair A LRSER T, 2B E S W 3, Bds LF I E 47 2 (SD) I
Fon . ORI E TR B Ge 2R B . #p<0. 05 B BB GE iR R X, <0, 01 Al
k<0, 001 BN AR B BT G2 L.

2 HR5H

2.1 PFABETREEBNEMS R

PH 857 SR 2 IR 1) 5 UG R AN Scheme 1 7 . B5%, [ FHIE &S| & ALG-NCA (EIS1TAIS2, TLA
SCHEFHE B AR RS, AT R (IR R-L- R A IRER ) (PALG). i 1 51 &5 IE Q5
NCA BRI BE IR L, A 0SB40 51 20 F1 35 1Y PALG, fir44 N PALG,, Ml PALG,,. 7EK S3 (WA
FEfEE) H, 8 0. 88 Ab MM I 06 ok A IE O e 5 1 & R —CH, I, 16 4.7, 4.18, 3.55, 2.58, 2.22,
1. 79 F1 1. 49 Kb W S ) & T ALG Boc i i i+, R 645 T PALG, M PALG,,. FfiJ5, FHE M
FiEREREL . THREE (Bu) | -6 HE(Oct) | 1-F T BEmi I (Dod ) B 2-ZKJE 2, A7 A (Ph) i 3 “ 5 3 -0 ok
i X PALG MG SEA T80, 7551 HARPH 2 7R &M, fAiFR°M PALG,-NH,, PALG,_-Ph (x=1, 2,
3, IRRHAKIEHA LB R 10%, 20% F130%) , PALG,_-Bu,, PALG, -Oct, 8{ PALG, -Bod, (y=1, 2, 3, ft#
B K FE T EL R 10%, 20% F130%) (#S1). R S2~S6 (LA SC 3 F5 (5 B AT WL, C=C##(5 5. 14 1
5. 88) MY F LRI TH 2, RII PALG ML 458 & W . b4k, GPC A5 (£ S2, WAL FHEE)
R, G R BH R A RS BT A8 I 4 F i 434 (1. 10~1. 33).
22 {EIMAEMEEEAEMEEY

K VR X BH B TR 2 S FR AR SNU A TEREEA T T 3R AE, 88 S. aureus(ATCC 25923)FIE. coli
(ATCC 25922) RSB pa bk . B3R 1 A] 0L, ARSCA B PALG, X S, aureus FVE. coli #3RIN H — & ML
WHERE . 5 EREE (n=35) MR EFEMAA LY, RG R AT (n=20) RIS IF BT HERE, X AT
RE S DA 3 0 4 F i M 1 EL 20 it e R SR J2 1 2 B R 2. kA, i /K 3R AT [ i 2R 4 2
R BT IR M . HA e e R ml st K R AT L B AT A ot BT S A PP A BB, PALG ,-Bu, X
S. aureus F1E. coli I MIC 344 12. 5 pg/mL. A T ¥ — 2 50 0E M B R E M, B PALG,-Bu, Fl PALG,,-
NH, KIE R IR T RCE 48 hg, MR T HXT S, aureus FNE. coli IIFLFETERE . AFEIS AT B 5025
REST, WASCSZHHE B R, PR BT R B85 50CE BTA He 38 ok & A28 1k, GE IR R K
W AR R e . B THURMRHE SCPRIG IR N S ORI i B, RSP TR+
REIEIR MR A 20 (32 1), 24 PALG,,-Bu, ¥ B 2 400 pg/mL I, ¥ 1L R A T 10%, W
PALG,,-Bu, A3 B IFH M AHZEYE . R 1A WL, PALG,-Bu, Xt S. aureus F1E. coli FLAT 5z i OB FE 5L
(>32), RUFAIAEYIAR M Sz prny AR T AT RE .

I MTT 5256 E— B0 0E 7 AR AE AR 2Pk . i 1Al L, B TE T K454 19 PALG,,-Bu, 2 F1L
H AR AN R, L 50% #I ik & (50% inhibitory concentration, 1Cy,) A 50 pg/mL. KA BE
VA PR 5 ot P AU 66, 05 et 8 o e o et <7, 280 4t e B e il i v AR 1 9 0 B A AR A S T
VEPEELA RLAF PO PT B 1k RE AN A A 25 B4 B 5 1 SR S 2R R PALG,o-Bu, -1 7E— 2 BT RE ML ERAE , L
PALG,,-NH, Zb HZH A/ 4 % B 2H
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Table 1 Minimum inhibitory concentrations(MIC,) and selectivity index of PALG,

Polymer MICs/(wg-mL ™) - HC, gl ) Selectivity ind}ex of Selectivity ir?‘({ex of
S. aureus E. coli S. aureus’ E. coli’
PALG,-NH, 12.5 12.5 >200 >16.0 >16.00
PALG,,-Bu, 12,5 12.5 >400 >32.0 >32.00
PALG,,-Bu, 25.0 50.0 25 1.0 0.50
PALG,-Bu, 100.0 50.0 50 0.5 1.00
PALG,)-Oct, 50.0 25.0 25 0.5 1.00
PALG,-Dod, 100.0 100.0 25 0.25 0.25
PALG,-Ph, 25.0 50.0 50 2.0 1.00
PALG,,-Ph, 50.0 50.0 50 1.0 1.00
PALG,,-Ph, 200.0 200.0 100 0.5 0.50
PALG,-NH, 12.5 12.5 50 4.0 4.00
PALG,;-Bu, 25.0 12.5 25 1.0 2.00
PALG;-Bu, 50.0 50.0 50 1.0 1.00
PALG-Bu, >200.0 200.0 50 0.25 0.25
PALG-Oct, 100.0 25.0 100 1.0 4.00
PALG,s-Dod, 200.0 100.0 100 0.5 1.00
PALG,s-Ph, 25.0 25.0 50 2.0 2.00
PALG 5-Ph, 200.0 200.0 50 0.25 0.25
PALG 5-Ph, 200.0 100.0 100 0.5 1.00

a. Minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC) is the lowest polymer concentration that completely inhibits bacteria growth; b. hemolysis

concentration 10% (HC ) is defined as the lowest polymer concentration that induces 10% hemolysis; c. selectivity index is calculated by

(HC,,)/MIC.
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Fig.1 Viability of L929 cells after incubation with different concentrations of PALG,,(A) and
PALG,(B) at 37 °C for 24 h
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MEHE

AT RIER AR PR AL, AT T Zeta ESRAE . BB 2FT UL, LA PALG,-Bu, Zb ¥ ,
S. aureus R HL M -18. 1 mV 28K -7.2 mV; JIlA PALG,-NH, A B , S. aureus 12 THT HL #5 M
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Zeta potential/mV
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(&)
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m S, aureustPALG2-Bu; m E. coli+PALG2-Bu;
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_20 L
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20 - (B)
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Fig.2 Zeta-potential change of S. aureus and E. coli upon PALG,-Bu,(A) and PALG,,-NH,(B) treatment for 3 h
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—18. 10 mV 28 ~—6. 3 mV. JIIA PALG,-Bu AbH )5, E. coli (AR THTHLHA-15. 8 mVAE H-8. 1 mV; JIA
PALG,-NH,ACPR)S , E. coli FIZETHIHL M ~15. 8 mV A H-8.9 mV. RIS RFEH], PHE TR i
fig ] DL 2 F A BAVE S B MR N R 2 S, B R A BT

T FH 200 TR RS (S R4 DiSC3 (5) BiE T A4 XT 48 B 4 M S B 1y A Ak g 0. f I3 WL, SdisE
RAMLL, PALG,-Bu, Fll PALG,-NH, ZbFH 5 1) 4H T 34 3 30 BH S i 20 A B s 2o AR E T, BT VR

AL .

800 800

5 @) = |®

= —e— Blank = —e— Blank

G 000 - s Methicillin G 600 F —s- Methicillin

g —— 1xMIC 8 —— 1xMIC

‘o 400 | = 2xMIC 2 400 L =+ 2xMIC
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Fig. 3 Cytoplasmic membrane depolarization of S. aureus(A, B) and E. coli(C, D) following treatment with
PALG,,-Bul(A, C) and PALG,,-NH,(B, D) at different concentrations and methicillin at 4 x MIC

W G A YL O gk — A I R A LR P E AL . B 4 9] L, PALG,,-Bu, f1 PALG,,-NH, 4b FiiZH 3
R SR A LT A7, E ARG 5 4 T8 20 0 B 455 ) 52 B P e B e

25 pm 25 um 25, um

25 um AR}

Fig. 4 Fluorescence images of S. aureus(A—C) and E. coli(D—F) treated with PBS(pH=7. 4)(A, D),
PALG,,-Bu,(B, D) and PALG,,-NH,(C, F) for 30 min
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B 5, 5 SEM WLEE Bk 1S A TR 22284k . EIS AT 0L, 5 PBS A AH I, PALG,,-Bu, il
PALG,,-NH, A H i 24 P27 5 2% 10 H BUAH 52 UIRE | 44 FnAsIE

Fig. 5 SEM images on S. aureus(A—C) and E. coli(D—F) with PBS(A, D), PALG,,-Bu,(B, D) and
PALG,-NH,(C, F)
WAL, 20 VPAG T AR A A B R e A . IEl 6 T UL, AbFE 3 h s, Bl AR B R 5,
S. aureus M E. coli WMt 8% W Z 180 . 535543 AMPs 280112, b4 1o 5 v AH A FH 6 5 70 40 8 2%
T, AR A e R, B AET

03 (A) 3 PALG-NH; 0.4 B) 3 PALG-NH,
B PALG2-Bu; B PALG:-Bwy
0.4 03 L
g 03l 3
g £ 02}
2 2
2 02 2
0.1F
0 nII ”I 1 1 1 1 O nli li | | | |
Control 625 12,50 25.00 350.00 100.00 Control 625 12,50 25.00 350.00 100.00
Concentration/(pug mL") Concentration/(pug mL")

Fig. 6 Plots of the supernatants’ absorbance ratio at 260 nm in S. aureus(A) and E. coli(B) suspension

following PALG,-Bu, and PALG,,-NH, treatment for 3 h

24 FIMAEBSIZE

K PG PR T 32 A8 A 40 A= 25 40 08 b R B 5 9 AR A SR X B AT, itF — 22 374 T PALG,-Bu, 1
PALG,-NH, B & B 5 /127 . B 7] W, 76 IXMIC T, PALG,,-Bu, F1 PALG,,-NH, 7] LA 7E 30 min [N 56 4>
HBRS. aureus, (AFFEE 120 min A RESERIGBRE. coli, FFRIMWBEEMRNE . AHILZ T, RIHI7E 4xMIC
T, H AR PG ARFI RSP AAE 180 min N ICTE 5E 2TEBR S, aureus FE. coli. PALG,-Bu, FIl PALG,,-NH, R
TR 28 TR B ) 2 A S OB AN R T R 25 . bk, PH S SR A LIRS A TR ) PR T Bk T
A BA B TR 20 T PN B 2R AN R A A I AR B, E TS LE S PR AR s FRH & I i o,
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