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Construction and Assembly Kinetics of Amino
Acid-Iron Nano-assemblies
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Abstract We employed supramolecular interactions to fabricate amino acid-iron nano-assemblies using B -iron
hydroxide oxide as the building block. The dynamics of assembly at various temperatures was investigated , shedding
light on how temperature influences the nucleation, growth, and assembly processes. By optimizing the assembly
conditions, a shuttle-shaped nano-assembly with a length of 179.1 nm and a width of 36.1 nm was successfully
prepared, featuring a total iron (Fe) content of 49.6%, with complex Fe accounting for 32.1%. Cell experiments
demonstrated that this unique amino acid-iron nano-assembly could be efficiently uptaken by human bladder
transitional cell carcinoma T24 cells and inhibited their proliferation, with a half maximal inhibitory concentration
(IC,,) of 163.8 pg/mL. These findings suggest that the nano-assembly possesses excellent tumor therapeutic potential
and holds significant promise for research in the field of nanomedicine.
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FRILAALER (FeOOH) 2—Fh 12 A7 T 7 MG o (1) 54k (Fe) 4, DRIHLGE M rp A5 R U
H L RRREE , ATV A mEEATRE W) | A RN A A S A RESE AT T R A R RS TR
FEAXTFRVER , 490K FeOOH il S BN —4E MY dh RSG5 F 7. 1525 TR 9K RS AR T 4544
FEAE B2 U — Y4 K FeOOH 5 1E N 25456 3% 28044, JLRE S AE g DI & 46 I R sl A 4™,
Jiea 240 RIS, 49K FeOOH 7820 JfL PN (1 R 1 A5 8 i) 1y 1Ak AR R R 5 e , i I A2 e 200 i v v vk
FEABEH R (GSH) BIFEHTT , Fe §R 0 Fe? N THTREME GSH, FEAIK T 28 Bt H ki S AL (GPX4) 15
P, (ARG B AS R T GPX4 AL A e IR Dl S AR, AT S 3k Fe S Ab g I = A T
A (ROS) KR FTat ALY, 175 BT, Tl it Jg ™. SR, JCHl FeOOH FEMR N AR IR R 4008, iX
A5 Fe* B L ROSTR A , B Y720 B &

MR R 2R A A L B-F2 R4 ALk (B-FeOOH ) AN KR M AR, 1 3k 48 431~ AH T A P 3L
SRR -GS YIAT R A, ST —FIE T Fe ik R 48 (SIDS). SIDS ZE 44 P ] LU jy : fgg 142
KRR T Fe™ BB K, SRR ET- RO . MR, REFIR AN TR 4R & T SIDS i 4= 4
a5 RS SIDS [ Fe (5 iR F] 42. 6%, 10 R TEREE P10 Fe 5 2 (T E 405020 23%) , HHH Fe
LRI HAUR 28. 4%, 15 BE— 3R TFRY 28 18] . 212500 H 2 AE PO 2F IR s R TR R B i RE
)7 AT e AR A B AR s, A sl pH L IR L R T MR RN R SRS 1S
B, AT RORS AR A e R A — g VO R PN ASGE A Y A 2 R R R B AT R T R A e R A AR R
FEALEZ M TCHLA KA L RS RS I 1A AL 2 TR g B 78,

ARSCHE SCHR VT T AR AR i 2 1 T B2 s 12 . il A IR T R AR G AL
¥ | AR 2 R BN A 3 122 S50, R T IR X K 4L R A BRTE 25 RS . gt SR %
B, 730 CHIZAMET , 9K RIR ) 1 32, 1% (BT 80 i s Fe 8 G & i . X — (R
T, A9 K AR K 179, 1 nm ., $8°8 36. 1 nm (UARTEZEH), & Fe & (RE B8t T
49%. BLAN, VAL T X i 2 SERR -k 4K 41 B AR ZE AR S B I ed A B B AR, . 455 8RR , i 4k4l
A ELAG DS 10 A0 M S 20 1 R S 5 AR BT IR AR, XoE A R4 4 P s T2 490 R 1 2 B8 A il e
(IC5) 4 163. 8 wg/mL. SEIGZER N E—25 T & AL AR ALK A B AT RIOC R P T8 UL,
S FEAE AR B 2 T I B T E A B R S G I A

1 SCIGERyY

1.1 RFI 5

L-F& R (41 999%) W F 75 IRAEAL A BRA 5 SKA =G bk . RE AL R R b4l ,
FHGRERHE A7 BR S A 5 38 )54 GSH A T24 4 T st RS S RHE A IR A Al s A R sh ki
N E2 AN Ealy926 1 T A TRl A RS A R R 2 sk A T 40 & WETE ir-1640 8595 3608 F
F [ Gibeo A Hl 5 BRZE MBI F-WVLRATA WIRHE A0 A BR A W 5 BERRELZE mhis i (PBS) | R 11 1
TR R IRA WA T IR R A YR A BR A A 5 20 i 7 2 s A I 3U5R) 65 -8 (CCK-8) I F K i%
FCHEMHALARAH.

3600 B LEAR- 1] W43 66T (UV-Vis, H A Shimadzu 23 1]) 5 JEM-2100F % 55 43 98357 & 5 55 1
i 4% (HRTEM, H 4 JEOL /A #] ) ; D8-ADVANCE %! X 5 £k 717 5 % (XRD, 7% [¥ Bruker 2% 1] ) ;
ESCALAB MKII 2 X 5§ 2 i F BRI (XPS, He 5 VG 22 H]) 5 Q500 AP 43 AT (TGA, 35 [E TA 2~
) ; PerkinElmer % BB A 45 25 FAR T (ICP-MS, FE[E NexON 23] ).
1.2 e
121 AREBR-KARAREGF & HE, HEEFAKHRAE L0 mmol/L L- i 2 B %5 W 1 100. 0
mmol/L. FeCl, ¥ W , I3 o 88 75 I b 30 DI 5 . 35655, % 100. 0 mL L- i 20 FR /K ¥ W 5 10. 0 mL
FeCLIAWRIR A, FFVH T IRA TN pH 2229 2. 20. K IR A CE T 30 CRUTIMTE A RO 24 h, [
SOREVEHIRENR, ARG 25 B O B E LR -ER AR AL AR (Scheme 1). 422 BEAH R A BR,
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Scheme 1  Self-assembly process of amino acid-iron nano-assemblies
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57 W AT 0 A~ SC SRS 00 () RS HAE I T, 25 KB AR B 64 £5 5, AL UV -Vis G35 AR I 7
300 nm A WAL, WE e by d A . FE S HEA TR 4, 12 F124 h BTHURE , {8 F TEM Wil B BHE S ) 248
k. RO 2 i ik XRD MR S RS54 . (RIS, o S 2 i e S L B B B kAT XPS I, D
FAELSER P 4SRN S R AE A 2. Ak, 8 TCA IR S i &=y e e v, i ad ICP-MS il
EH Fe LRI i

123 A EB-4ka kMR N A Tt ICP-MS K6 2 55 B2 -4 40 A 2H 2B AR AN [w] Fisf ] 5 4 24
P AT 7K, ELAACTE S 000 5 A PN ) Fe RS20 . OB A T R0 1 AT 0 T24 4 AR B0, IR
SEA R FRILE BN AR . THEUS, LA 1. OXTOS AL IR BEK 40 B A T 12 FLA b, 5535 24 h

RS RE IS , /3 FE0, 1, 3, 6, 127124 h B4 100 pg/mL BV BE A GIKR AL R4, BB ] 3% B
BVATHE, IFE TIFRA T, WE T 37 C. 5% A0 840K (CO) ST, BURE . ZERTRIZE A3
BB IRk, IFH PBS T UE 3 K DL LB R B U Al ke 1 26 1A . BB, ARSI AL, Bolcde , JIf
FHAHMIAR AR . RS, eV ThE A 23K, 8 285 ICP-MS I 4L N 1Y) Fe 5 1t

124 AEFB-RG0KAE Ry F % R CCK-8 Bl E B MR - N K 4 AR O A M B . g Ak
TP A I ) T24 240 i 22 R AL F5 250, IO P 9 4 355 35 oK At it 8 oy PR A e s . TH88U
P 3500 /~/FL A0 v B 1 A 42 R0 1 96 FLAR H , 15 5% 24 h, RIS EESS , 4% 400. 0, 200. 0, 100. 0 Fl
50. 0 pg/mlL AR 2V FE I AGOKR AL 2R . K 96 FLAR B T I s 3746 0, 7637 °C, 5% (AR 80 — &
BRI TR 24 b, ZJ5 LBRIGFREL, FIPBSTETRAI 3 k. #:3, JINA CCK-81t5, 7637 C T
30 min, FFAE 450 nm AL W ERE , AL TS J7 . SR FH RVRE 0 7 700 52 4 K 4 2B (AR X6 R Ealy926
21 i P 40 L 1

2 FHR5iE

21 SER-BKAKAREIFHZFE

N T ARTEAIEMR - LU M e sl g 2 e, FEASTRIIN ] GUBORE , Jdi i UV-Vis S A TEM
ASAEFRAE LA e 175 R 1A)~(D)73 Bl 1 A [)IURE T il 46 B AR A URAR A SN B Hh UV-Vis 1
WeETE AR . B S AT SE R, K ZH B (AT 300 nm Ak FR P AT IR WA IEe 28 T i, 2 P 2 20 e
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Fig. 1 UV-Vis spectra of nano-assemblies at different reaction times under 20 °C(A), 30 °C(B), 40 °C(C) and 50 “C(D)
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HFFEEIET T . AR PR LRl B PERE 5 R i) 56 R ATl L LA R LA A S R -
A=khi+A (1)

A AHRONHERE, AR LTREARTE 300 nm AbBIWSAELEA T4 05 AL (Inh) ™ P ROV A H G 1(h)
SIS TE] 5 A SR SR TGO K. 4 2B SR TEM £l (1812) , nliE OB A RS0 3 4B
Bt: 0~4, 4~12F112~24 h. K HrBAG MIZRIPE R B IIRT 0.9, RUIEER 5908 HA
JE—EhE.

S TOTORTY Y AL A 4100 :
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Fig.2 TEM images of nano-assemblies prepared at different temperatures and time
Inset: high-resolution TEM image of one 8-FeOOH nucleus. Time: (A,—A,) 4 h; (B,—B,) 12 h; (C,—C,) 24 h;
Temperature: (A,—C,) 20 °C; (A,—C,) 30 C; (A,—C,) 40 "C; (A,—C,) 50 "C.
i Scheme 1 75 , 2 HER-ERANK L AR BOTE R B a3 S 3B Be . TR 92— B B (0~4 h)
E B Fe KI5 T AN AR T, I Bk — B E i B-FeOOH B2 45K, DR MORF 32 B B i oA JUA% 30
[ 2(A)~(A) ] FEBEE B, REAZ B9 RS 5B JC I R A AR G, 7S )R 1 2 O 40 Kk
TR R EEAE 4~6 nm 2Z (8] . ARIEE 2(A) A

1K) HRTEM PRI , i S5 50000 D7 2 I s
B-FeOOH (1) (510) fh 1 , HiF BH 33 £ 90 K ki 54 55 A R
B-FeOOH FIAK fi i . ;é
A 3 FIFE TR, 15 O~4 h (I K A Py, i Z
F U E I 20 “CTFiR 550 °C, SO R Kk B T
X AP TR EE TR 1 Fe 1K AR, [H]
B2 3F T B-FeOOH #% M JE B . (E 15 B 1Y 2,
300 nm Ak UV-Vis WCE BE R T s misn, x5 Time/h
B A% R () 32 = A ZSTISELP/ N A SN M i OB: ] Fig.3 UV-Vis absorption profiles of nano-
K, MR AR R Y3 2Ry, assemblies vs. time at 300 nm
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Table 1 Values of rate constant k for each reaction step fitted from Eq.(1)

Temperature/C 10%kg, /(Inh)™! 107k, o/ (Inh)™! 107k, o/ (Inh)!
20 1.50 1.95 1.89
30 5.07 4.44 1.09
40 8.60 8.30 0.72
50 10.94 7.28 0.12

FE RN 5 B B (4~12 h) , BAZ SEER AR R R IR B T2 P A K, X — Bk
FRAERKY . TSR AR, FeOOH HA WY —4EJ7 10145 5 BT 45 Fa At [ v , 40K A% T 8%
B (001) Sl AT AR A2 I R 2R S B X R JCPDS R, iR EE i R (510), 5 b A
AR (001) AR B, E—AIER] T B-FeOOH HY—4E2H R i i) . EIC BB, MR BT 2 s 431
(IFGE S, IITHETE SR A AR R BE . SR, o e % B B T S B B B 2, 7 )
ARV A AT, W 1 B R A D, ORI A K R T R R 2 g Re T
A — BB, 50 CH A9 Al AR AR KGR 7. 28x 107 ZE SN T 40 “CF Y 8. 30x1072 (& 1). HHR ML, FTIE
RN KA R SF s A 40 “CRF Y (124. 6+12.5) nm R F&3] 50 CHY 4 (86. 3+16. 8) nm[ & 2(B,) Fl(B,) 1.
XA, EAR RN T AR R, (A A A S 2 S BN R RO R, 2B R gk R
A ).

FE SV 5SS = i Bt (12~24 h) , FeOOH A4 K02 JEA S8 B, DA AR, L-F& 242 5 Fe™ 1)
A MEDRR R MBI RE I d1%e , ZBBoe U4 . iR 4R, XPSE5 R ER T
Wk 55 1R A I (5 £ (Fe—COOH) Fl4% 5 B FL A BC A7 5 (Fe—NH,) BUAAAE , IEM T L-FR 2 TR Fe 2855I HY
TR, H.LAFe(TID) AFEAFAE. Bl SN RIHEA T, 9K B RSB Hi K, 45 & a0 A8 15
NS, AR 24 h A SERLA S, TR AR 2 100~180 nm , 648244 20~40 nm (44 K 21 2B 1A
[E2(C)~(C) 1.

115 115
. 9 . 95
: E
= Z
Z 75 Z 75
= 55 = 55
35 1 1 1 1 1 1 35
735 730 725 720 715 710 705 735 730 725 720 715 710 705
Ev/eV Iy/eV
115 L(© 250
s 95 = 200
g g .
g 75 % 150
E £
35 — 100
35 50
735 730 725 720 715 710 705 735 730 725 720 715 710 705
E/eV L/eV

Fig.4 XPS spectra of nano-assemblies prepared at 20 °C(A), 30 °C(B), 40(C) and 50 °C(D)

X — B Bt W S IR R B B RN K AL ARG () A . 28R ki
7, RETHE SR iis 5, ORI TG YITEANK IR R ATE O R A e 454 . ik, X —Bh
B0 R SR I A DG (R 1), A, XPSZE 3 @R, Fe—NH, 5 Fe—COOH 14 &5 5 75 40 F1
50 “CHHMIET 30 CHIAY & (F22) , E—EM T8 mTRE AR Tz 2 R A 7.
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Table 2 Percentage of integral peak areas of different Fe binding states in XPS spectra of

nano-assemblies at different temperatures

Percentage of integral peak area(% )

Sample
20°C 30°C 40 °C 50 °C
B-FeOOH 27.4 24.7 32.6 34.7
28.1 28.6 26.5 30.1
Fe—COOH 24.0 24.9 21.1 18.8
Fe—NH, 20.5 21.8 19.8 16.4

22 SEBR-HRAMKAIEENLEN

f XRD 3% & (1 5) AT 0L, 76 A [A) 3 B R & 1 i 24 BE R - R 4 oK B AR 3 S 3R 5 00 O i &R
B-FeOOH (JCPDS No. 34-1266) #HVC LA df A 2544, 3 3R B 0 I B85 5 AR e 28 B-FeOOH MK A% 14 f A
WA, LB RS Fe JE N4 A1) EEAEDURIR K

TR AR JZ | FEARIB B A B-FeOOH 49K M1 Y T T
RS, DI XRID 2 P64 I o T 25 11

FRAE LR BIIE A S, BT 30 CHE A NN
SELE BTS2 20 S 1GP-MS e T
GAFETR - AN A L B R ) B Fe 5 (R0 400 1k 5 S-FeOOH(JCPDS No.34-1266)
T 49, 6%. % B A B 3 7 T8 11k 2 NI I
239 i) Fe 27 it , 003 T DUAE SCHRAR I 1) Fe &5 N

(42.6%)". X —K5 = Fe 25 B 3 B T 45 O 40K
B AT A 3 175 5 P e AT LR B T 3 A 0 o e e
T HA R

WE 6(A)~(D)Fis, BRICRE M E AT USR], PRSI Fe i L A(N)JLE
A(O)ILEH N, X—BGUEL T Fe 255 W0 283N HIY S 7 S5 AEAPKR B 2R . X Fh 51/
JCR M FAR LR ) R 1 D REAL A 220 F 2 oG T 2L

| | -

Fig. 6 Fe(A), N(B), O(C) and merge(D) mapping images of amino acid-iron nano-assembly detected by TEM

XPS MR T SRR -BRANR AR b Fe BUARTRME A IRZS (K 4) , RO Fe™ 15 2L IR Y 2 5k
FRELIE R T BCAZ 45 ) Rl A 30 C41F T il

Fig. 5 XRD patterns of nano-assemblies after

reaction at different temperatures for 24 h

Al O SR N LI P O 2 T2 2 = M 100
B-FeOOH 15 Fe 45 £ ) (9 A1 XT 5 & HE 1) O 53.3: w0l
46.7, R Fe S I LLIELES <
TE 2 B R - R AN K A AR 1 TGA i &b, 7 o
100~160 “C DX [i] {4 5 Jai /b F= 25 B-FeOOH HR 4k iy 70 -
K (C) B BERA 56, XAy E ik 100 300 500 700
2.7% (K 7). H Tk, 78 160~280 “CHATR LN, e
FiEftk FEE B -FeOOH [ = A S Fig.7 TGA curve of amino acid-iron nano-
(a-Fe,0,) #ofi ot B2 v A Bl ) K 43 i B A o, i assembly tested from 100 to 800 °C
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EPUR N 14, 4%. 1E 280~450 “CIREE X [6] 14 Jit 2 yal 2 ) VA PR SR S JE IR 1) 40, 02k M 6. 2%. &
F BRI A5, AT AT AE QR AL ek, B-FeOOH Al Fe 4% 4 4 3t 42 43 005353l A 52. 3% Fil

32. 1%.
2.3 SEBR-BAHKRAZENEINERRIE

N T BRI S R - R AR A A RE T I AL A4 AR, LA T24 AR, e i ICP-MS Il

HNAAEOL. AN 8 iz, AN Y Fe 75 Rl FF

I A KRR, FLZE 12 h ik B, 7 . &
12 h A B B T 6 h I 7 i, X Ik 2T
LLREIARE IS A e AN ST AN 9 Fe 55 2%
N Tk — A 5o R 90 RCR R A i
CCK-8 W T24 2 K LR AR 75 I O A A7 5T
B8, M HR I S bRt A0 A 40 0 T AR 9 0 T
FEIO(A) . K214 (A GSH /K P-4 5 19 T24 4 _—

TR L —E A AR EE N, S T R 20

Fig. 8 Uptake of Fe tested by ICP-MS after incubating
A, FLIC, M 163. 8 we/mL. TAEZ 1 5T with nano-assembly for 0, 1, 3, 6,12 and 24 h
"JI:' , SIDS E]/‘J IC50 g/‘]ﬂ‘:l 200.0 LLg/mL[“: s ﬁﬁEEﬁrﬁt/ﬂ: The statistical data are represented as mean+SD(n=3;
E E@ém*éﬂ%’fﬂgﬁ-ﬁﬁﬁ} E‘Jﬂq’@ﬁﬂfﬁﬂﬁl% ) NS: no significant difference; *P <0. 05).
®)
100 - o
- -
c\° < o ——
E T 1 .
§ ;5 60 -
§ % 40 |
© 20t
0
0 50 100 200 400 0 50 100 200 400

Concentration/(pg mL1)

Concentration/(ug mL1)

Fig. 9 Relative cell viability of T24 cells(A) and Ealy926 cells(B) tested by the CCK-8 assay after incubating
with specific concentrations of nano-assembly for 24 h

The statistical data are represented as mean+SD(n=3).

R T BRVT AR ZH 2 PAOGT 1 B AN (A A B, SRR R A R S K L AE P9 2 A Ealy926
YERNXTHE . W 9(B) At/ ESRAN KA 2R XY GSH 7K -4 Y Ealy926 40 — S MIfE T, (HAR#
I 2 R, REIGUR A AR R A e A — e Rk

R A AR e B TR B, BE T B-FeOOH 5 Z LR -4 245 A W O 4 K 21 5 AR BE S AT WGk A
FEAR IR AN, [RS4SR , B Y R AR IR RE T . X — R A K g1
PRAE IR i N PR AL T S ks, RIHEAT M — 20 I R AE U 25 i

3% it

E T —Fh T B-FeOOH 5 4 L MR- SR 45 A W AN K 2R RE A . 3 e A i 3 S IS TR, AN o
i T ORGSR IS 5 RT, R RERS IR Y Hedl o . i X 28 s J2F b B A, B T IR X
PR BRI . AR G R A A R . 58, Fe* /KIETE K B-FeOOH K% 5 45 , Wi—4E )5 nl &
mZHRE, ARSI fn, BIEIRS Fe iz, TR FEIR-RECA L% , HALE AE B-FeOOH 44 K%
FRIA. AR B 1285 R ML, HE— 20 K 179. 1 nm ., 98 36. 1 nm ., Fe 1% 5 =ik 5 49. 6% H.
Y4y Fe (5 EE 32, 19% MIRTEGOKR G120 . 0B S50 45 TR IGTIE T2 40K 41 28 P A0 200 it 1k 6Pk v 5 e
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