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Abstract Low-temperature methanol steam reforming (L-MSR) for hydrogen production is a promising approach to
addressing the challenges of hydrogen energy sustainability and uneven hydrogen sources distribution. This research
focuses on investigating the performance of copper-loaded titanium silicate molecular sieves (Cu/TS-1) with varying
Ti coordination configurations in hydrogen production via L-MSR. Through comprehensive characterization employing
X-ray diffraction (XRD) , transmission electron microscope (TEM), NH,-temperature programmed desorption (TPD)
and CO,-TPD, we demonstrate that the synergistic adsorption interaction between Cu and framework Ti significantly
enhances both the low-temperature catalytic activity and stability. The results indicate that under atmospheric
pressure at 240 °C with a water/methanol ratio of 2, the Cu/TS-1 catalyst exhibits a hydrogen production rate of 148.4
mmol+g™'+h™ and its copper mass-specific activity reaches 891 mmol+g™'+h™', representing a 1.4-fold enhancement
compared to the ca. 621 mmol+g™'*h™ of the co-precipitation synthesized Cu/ZnO catalyst reported in literature.
Structural-activity relationship analysis reveals that the framework Ti in TS-1 increases the weak acidic sites,
improves the Cu nanoparticles dispersion, and strengthens the interaction between Cu and TS-1 surface.
Additionally, the interaction between framework Ti and Cu nanoparticles facilitates the formation of bidentate CO,
adsorption sites, optimizing the adsorption of formic acid intermediates and accelerating their decomposition, which
significantly boosts low-temperature hydrogen production.

Keywords Cu-based catalyst; Hydrogen production; Molecular sieve; Nanomaterials; Interface
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Fig. 1 XRD patterns(A) and N, adsorption-desorption isotherms(B) of CuTi/S-1, Cu/TS-1,
Cu/S-1 and TS-1 catalysts
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Fig.2 TEM images of TS-1(A, B) and reduced Cu/TS-1(C, D), HAADF-STEM images(E, F) and
EDS mapping of Si(G), Ti(H), Cu(I) of reduced Cu/TS-1
Inset of (A): the size distribution of TS-1; inset of (E): the size distribution of Cu NPs.
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Fig. 4 H,-TPR spectra of CuTi/S-1, Cu/TS-1 and Cu/S-1 catalysts(A) and NH,-TPD profiles of
Ti/S-1, TS-1 and S-1 catalysts(B)
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Fig. 5 MSR performance of CuTi/S-1, Cu/TS-1, Cu/S-1 and TS-1 catalysts within 160—240 °C
(A) Methanol conversion; (B) H, production rate; (C) catalysis stability of Cu/TS-1 at 220 C.
Table1 Comparative performance of Cu/TS-1 catalyst versus literature catalysts in MSR
5 H, production rate/ Unit copper activity/
Catalyst Temperature/ C Conversion(%) Water/methanol Ref.
(mmol-g™'+h™") (mmol - g} -h™")
Ce-Cu/Mg-Al 280 — 87.54 1.2 — [37]
Nb/Pd-Zr-Zn 220 15 50 1.2 — [38]
Cu/CeO, 250 — 51.5 1.2 — [39]
Cu/Zr0, 260 20 91 1.3 — [40]
P/S-1 400 71.1 — 3 — [41]
CuZrAl9.0 270 33 — 1.5 — [42]
Cu/Zn0O 200 12.1 18.2 — 48.75 [36]
Cu/Zn0O 250 46.4 69.6 — 621 [36]
Cu/TS-1 240 44 148.4 2 891 This work

AT 2B Cu TS MSR S & PERYSENA , 4T 7 MSR S MM REI . &1 6 (A) FI(B) 7R
T AN TRIVRLEE TR AL 0 4 e A e f s R . R SE S R, WS R g r B, R
PR KBS A1T , 209% 6785 R I e AR SR 1 . X — B TRV T 24 Cu A BRHIR T 20% 1
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Fig. 6 MSR performance of xCu/TS-1 catalysts within 160—240 °C

(A) Methanol conversion; (B, C) H, production rate.
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Bk A EAFEIE N Cu/TS-1 AL RENETE B = U0 %) FR P52 5 [ 7 (B AT(C) ], 17 CuTi/S- 144k
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Fig.7 CO,-TPD spectra of Ti/S-1, TS-1 and S-1 catalysts(A), CO,-TPD spectra of CuTi/S-1, Cu/TS-1 and
Cu/S-1 catalysts(B, C)

3% i

=H

SRR G BT i 23 B 0 2 BRTEE 70 1 A4 5 (Cu/TS-1) , FFROLAE T 8RR 5310 o 1y IS £
A DR, LEBREED 106 L 3 2 DA SRR SR B ARk B A e, HerP B 2Rk R A TS-1 58
6 S 4 B T ) 2 IO B FG 5 2 A T A R VR, DT A 25 094 s R, Y ek 2 U i R ol s i

Chem. J. Chinese Universities, 2025, 46(10), 20250167 20250167(82/84)



Jd B3 s Ky ¥R
Eu CHEMICAL JOURNAL OF CHINESE UNIVERSITIES

fe. HAKME, 5% . 240 °C. KEEH R 2 RN ARAE T, Cu/TS-1HEAL RIS 44% 1) Y BEEE A0 28 F0
148. 4 mmol - g - h™ (™ 4%, FLBA7 ot i 7 (1) 1424 891 mmol - g™ +h™'. NH,-TPD F1 CO,-TPD 534
SR, BRI A SRS T ES MRS R, SGE T AR B 9K R A HceE , FaRAe T
FLEERRE Y T R A Z M A A . Ak, B 2Rk 5 AR 4l oK JORL Y I RV P A 2E T e fa i CO, W ff
BLAATE R, DAk T MSR S0 H FH R e (e R A g o, e o b 2 4 o8 1 FH R A0 il o . e 24T Cu/TS-1
PEAL R ST S A AR MSR i &SP . AR o AR FH Ik 78 SCEE B ) A R i R 4R 48E T8
R, RIS, IZAF T4 R AT A UE— 2 AR AR L T BRI I A

Z % X W

[1] ChenlL., Qi Z., Peng X., Chen J. L., Pao C. W., Zhang X., Dun C., Young M., Prendergast D., Urban J. J., Guo J., Somorjai G. A.,

SuJ., J. Am. Chem. Soc., 2021, 143(31), 12074—12081

XiaT., Ren Q., YangJ., Li Z., Shao M., Duan X., Chem. Res. Chinese Universities, 2024, 40(4), 577—589

Cortright R. D., Davda R. R., Dumesic J. A., Nature, 2002, 418(6901), 964—967

Shabaker J., J. Catal., 2003, 215(2), 344—352

LiD., XuF., Tang X., Dai S., PuT., Liu X., Tian P., Xuan F., Xu Z., Wachs L. E., Zhu M., Nat. Catal., 2022, 5(2), 99—108

Pan X. M., Song X. Y., Zhou W., Ma J. X., CIESC Journal, 2004, 55, 96—98 G AHAE, A/ Ny, G, Shatpr. 4 T.24 4, 2004,

55, 96—98)

[7] XuR., Luan X. B., Xia G. F., Song Y., Lin W., Petroleum Processing and Petrochemicals, 2023, 54 (11), 1—7 (&, 28245k,
SR, ARME, MR il ST, 2023, 54(11), 1—7)

[ 8] Hel.P., Zhang L., Chen L., Yang Z. X., Y., Tong Y. F., Chem. J. Chinese Universities, 2017, 38(10), 1822—1828 (¥{ & F, 1k 7,
WRdtk, #0500, TR AR AR, 2017, 38(10), 1822—1828)

[9] Huang M., Bo Q. F., LiJ., Qiao J. X., Yuan S. L., Zhang B., Chen H. L., Jiang Y., J. Fuel Chem. Technol., 2024, 52(10), 1443—
1453 (Eefge, WEHTY, 208, TRoes, "R, TR, PREUMR, 80 ORML 244, 2024, 52(10), 1443—1453)

[10] van den Berg R., Parmentier T. E., Elkjer C. F., Gommes C. J., Schested J., Helveg S., de Jongh P. E., de Jong K. P., ACS Catal.,
2015, 5(7), 4439—4448

[11] SunX. M., Sha Q. H., Wang C. W., Zhou D. ., CIESC Journal, 2021, 72(12), 5975—6001 (FMGEH, VoG, F M, B4 . 1k
T2, 2021, 72(12), 5975—6001)

[12] YuK. M.K., Tong W., West A., Cheung K., Li T., Smith G., Guo Y., Tsang S. C. E., Nat. Commun., 2012, 3(1), 1230

[13] Rameshan C., Stadlmayr W., Weilach C., Penner S., Lorenz H., Hdvecker M., Blume R., Rocha T., Teschner D., Knop-Gericke A.,
Schlsgl R., Memmel N., Zemlyanov D., Rupprechter G., Klstzer B., Angew. Chem. Int. Edit., 2010, 49(18), 3224—3227

[14] Lin L., Zhou W., Gao R., Yao S., Zhang X., Xu W., Zheng S., Jiang Z., Yu Q., Li Y. W., Shi C., Wen X. D., Ma D., Nature, 2017,
544(7648), 80—84

[15] Wang Y. H., Xu H. Y., Zhang J. C., CIESC Journal, 2006, 57(4), 776—779( LHu#E , %fayk , kil . 1tk T 2447, 2006, 57(4),
776—1779)

[16] GaoZ., Li A., Liu X., Peng M., Yu S., Wang M., Ge Y., Li C., Wang T., Wang Z., Zhou W., Ma D., Nature, 2025, 638(8051),
690—696

[17] Peng M., Ge Y., Gao R., YangJ., Li A., Xie Z., Yu Q., Zhang J., Asakura H., Zhang H., Liu Z., Zhang Q., Deng J., Zhou J., Zhou
W., Hutchings G. J., Ma D., Science, 2025, 387(6735), 769—775

[18] LinD., Zhang Q., Qin Z., Li Q., Feng X., Song Z., Cai Z., Liu Y., Chen X., Chen D., Mintova S., Yang C., Angew. Chem. Int. Edit.,
2020, 60(7), 3443—3448

[19] GaoW.L., XinZ., CIESC Journal, 2022, 73(1), 241—254 ({5 3CH, 3£ AL TR, 2022, 73(1), 241—254)

[20] WangG., Duan X. Z., Yuan W. K., Zhou X. G., CIESC Journal, 2021, 72(10), 5150—5158( £, Beegak, siHHE, B2 LT
4R, 2021, 72(10), 5150—5158)

[21] LiuP., WuQ., Chen Z., Xiao F., Chem. Res. Chinese Universities , 2024, 40(4), 646—656

[22] SuY., LiF., ZhouZ., QinJ., Wang X., Sun P., Wu W., Mol. Catal., 2022, 533, 112752

[23] Wu M., Chou L. J., Song H. L., Chinese J. Catal., 2013, 34(4), 789—797 (R, HIE T, K M43k, 2013, 34(4),
789—797)

[24] Zhang J. N., Regulation of the Active Centers in Titanosilicate Zeolites TS-1 and Their Catalytic Performance, Jilin University, Changchun,
2024 (GRAEYE . BT TS-1 G L IR ROLREETTSE , MR, K4, 2024)

[25] LvG., WangT., Chen Y., Wang J., Zou X., LuJ., Wang F., Zhang X., Zhai Y., Colloid Surface A, 2022, 633, 127842

[26] DengX., LinD., Xu Y., Feng X., Chen D., Yang C., Shan H., Chem. Eng. J., 2024, 487, 150338

[27] Zhang Y. Y., Yu Q. J., Gao F. Y., Yi H. H., Zhao S. Z., Wu W. J., Meng F. S., Tang X. L., Energy Environ. Prot., 2024, 38(4),
166—178 CIRIEE , TP, R, SLL%, BONTIE, WROCH:, i, e . ARIRF IR, 2024, 38(4), 166—178)

[28] WeiX., Wang Y., RenT., Wang H., Wei M., RSC Adw., 2020, 10(2), 1015—1020

— o o
AN B W
T

Chem. J. Chinese Universities, 2025, 46(10), 20250167 20250167(83/84)



Jd E% s Ky g R

:U CHEMICAL JOURNAL OF CHINESE UNIVERSITIES ﬁﬁg‘-‘ii{t\,i
[29] Xing Y., YangS. J., Cao L. X., Han J., Li Y. F., Zhang L., Petrochemical Technology, 2022, 51(9), 1011—1016 B A , #5814,

[30]

[31]
[32]

[33]

[34]
[35]
[36]
[37]
[38]
[39]
[40]
[41]
[42]
[43]

[44]

[45]

WA, I, ZFEIA, SKE . AL, 2022, 51(9), 1011—1016)

Feng X., Lin Y., Zhang C. S., Han J., Qing S. J., Zhang L., Gao Z. X., Guan G. Q., J. Fuel Chem. Technol., 2022, 50(7), 833—840
GEJH, BRF, BRI, R, IREREE, 5K, WubWt, HENE REME iz, 2022, 50(7), 833—840)

Guo Q., LiS., Li J., Hu Y., Duanmu C., ACS Appl. Energ. Mater., 2021, 4(8), 8311—8321

Feng K., Meng H., Yang Y. S., Wei M., Chem. Ind. Eng. Prog., 2024, 43(10), 5498—5516(VB8L, #its, W%, D4 L TR,
2024, 43(10), 5498—5516)

Lin D., Feng X., Liu Y. B., Chen X. B., Yang C. H., Chem. Ind. Eng. Prog., 2022, 41(5), 2389—2403 (#k#% , 1S5, X R,
Wi N, Wl AL TR, 2022, 41(5), 2389—2403)

Yang Z., Yu Q., Wang H., Ge Q., Zhu X., J. Catal., 2024, 429, 115247

Wang H., Wang L., Lin D., Feng X., Chu X., Li L., Xiao F. S., Catal. Today, 2021, 382, 42—47

Shishido T., Yamamoto Y., Morioka H., Takaki K., Takehira K., Appl. Catal. A: Gen., 2004, 263(2), 249—253

Qiao W., Yang S., Zhang L., Tian Y., Wang H., Zhang C., Gao Z., Ind. Eng. Chem. Res., 2021, 45(9), 12773—12783

Cai F., Lu P., IbrahimJ. J., Fu Y., Zhang J., Sun Y., Ind. Eng. Chem. Res., 2019, 44(23), 11717—11733

Zhao L., Tang M., Wang F., Qiu X., Fuel, 2023, 3311, 25748

Bossola F., Scotti N., Somodi F., Coduri M., Evangelisti C., Dal Santo V., Appl. Catal. B : Environ., 2019, 258, 118016

Shao Z., Zhang S., Liu X., Luo H., Huang C., Zhou H., Wu Z., LiJ., Wang H., Sun Y., Appl. Catal. B: Environ., 2022, 316, 121669
Mateos-Pedrero C., Azenha C., Pacheco Tanaka D. A., Sousa J. M., Mendes A., Appl. Catal. B: Environ., 2020, 277, 119243

Meng H., Yang Y., Shen T., Yin Z., Wang L., Liu W., Yin P., Ren Z., Zheng L., Zhang J., Xiao F. S., Wei M., Nat. Commun.,
2023, 14(1), 7980

Litsch L., Kaul C., Yakimov A. V., Mcentee R., Baerdemaeker T. D., Parvulescu A. N., Seidel K., Teles J. H., Copéret C., J. Am.
Chem. Soc., 2024, 146(43), 29675—29683

Song M., Zeng W., Li L., Wu X., Li G., Hu C., Ind. Eng. Chem. Res., 2023, 62(9), 3898—3908

(Ed.: F, K, S)

Chem. J. Chinese Universities, 2025, 46(10), 20250167 20250167(84/84)



