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(RH)F, SPAES/P-CNOs-1.5 52 A IAE H/O, B} b (09 e R T 3R FE IR 3] T 650 mW/em?, 541 SPAES [ AH
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Preparation and Properties of High-density Phosphorylated Carbon
Nano-onions/Sulfonated Poly (aryl ether sulfone) Composite Membranes
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Abstract Quasi-spherical carbon nano-onions(CNOs) with a size of ca.5 nm were synthesized via thermal annealing
of nanodiamonds. Subsequent oxidation using concentrated H,SO,/HNO, introduced —COOH groups, yielding
carboxylated CNOs (C-CNOs). Further functionalization through acylation and nucleophilic substitution produced
highly phosphorylated CNOs (P-CNOs). High-resolution transmission electron microscopy (HRTEM) , X-ray
diffraction (XRD) and X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS) confirmed the successful introduction of —COOH
and —PO,H, groups, with P-CNOs exhibiting an ion exchange capacity (IEC) of 1.85 mmol/g. Homogeneous, intact,
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and dense SPAES/P-CNOs composite membranes were prepared via solution casting by blending P-CNOs with sulfo-

nated poly (arylene ether sulfone) (SPAES). Compared to pristine SPAES, the composite membranes show enhanced
properties including water uptake/swelling, oxidative stability, and proton conductivity. This improvement stems
from hydrogen-bonding networks between the —COOH/—PO;H, groups in P-CNOs and the —SO,H groups in
SPAES, forming a more stable network structure that bolsters mechanical properties and chemical stability while
facilitating proton transfer. The SPAES/P-CNOs-1.5 membrane achieves a high proton conductivity of 220 mS/cm at
90 °C. At 80 °C and 100% relative humidity (RH) , its maximum power density reaches 650 mW/cm?, 36% higher
than that of SPAES. It also shows excellent mechanical property and high thermal-dimensional-chemical stability,
indicating significant application potential.

Keywords Sulfonated poly (aryl ether sulfone) ; Phosphorylated carbon nano-onions, Organic-inorganic composite;

Proton exchange membrane ; Fuel cell
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IFHBDCHC , A7 B THy Bt 22 00 S T 588 . Zhang 25516 SPAES AW IR 5| AT 8 £ 15 el 1
HIE AL 22 TR B A5 2 RE AU (D-sPOSS, Kif 1~3 nm) KR, 3285 T 5 S B AR i Pk Fn i 7
TR O B4 A2 T EL A T OB P TR 0 8 24 ) ) g B 34 30 14 ST 0303 , 76 80 “CHF Y %
35 243 mS/em, SRR 2. 4 f% . Min 0G0 T %A SEKE BB N 48 24tk 5+ 5 (CQD, Fi
#22~5nm) , F£L) Nafion J A4 T — F 41 CQD-cNafion 4K E A . 11T COD (6 K PEFIh 4% A 4
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KT (CNOs) th Z Z Rl B7e s, RFZ8 S5 am. i FHUNRGE R | SiE AL
SURIBRCRR (0 JE AR S5 4, FEAAL L RE | AL BRI /K A S5 UL A B R A i Ve 7, [R5 1)
HUBPE RE FIAA-AL 2B AR 0. SPAES G A7 W AU 25 2548 , HLAT BAR A 8 F 34 it (IEC, I
T 1.5 mmol/g) FIAL R BASE M . A SCHl T 51 A K5 I9—POH, KL T35 CNOs 11 28 A Jot AR 251
il & T — R Y BEER & 1 CNOs (P-CNOs) 428 2% it 1k 58 57 Bt IR A2 5 B (SPAES/P-CNOs ) , %5 %8 | SPAES/
P-CNOs & & BEHITESEEH . 124 MERE . MoK IR | Pk s bl | 7% S Rk B il 1 B

1 SEIGEH

1.1 KF5XEE

9,9 - M (4-F24H) 2 (BHPF, 4l 99%), il -EWBHEA R F]; 4,47 08 1 (BP, 4l
99%) , FHEBTHL T AR A A BR AW 5 4,47 -3 2R (DFDPS, 2HJ99%) , KB /R4 TA
PR T ikERE (K,CO,, 4l 99%), LigRIfr T AERHE i A BR AWl , F 120 CEZE THEHH; &
JHBL IR (H,S0,+30%S0,) , KHE A TAE BIALE A PR /] 3 —H A (DMSO) . N, N’ - H 5 2 T
J(DMAc) . <, B, N IEE ke . SO BERRES , Aral, [ 254 Bk 24T R+ 5
WRIRIR . WRAHIR . SRR AL A, 43Hral, BUER TR b S A PR |l 5 KRG NI R AR (NDs, 46
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98%) , VL7 4z T BT ARERH A BR A Al 5 AR AE AL (0. 5 mgp/em?®) , JEF T F (i) TA R
H]. BHPF, BP 1 DFDPS At FHFi 73 il FH B . AR FR R A T B 45 0

X pert Powder 5 X S 28 A7 1L (XRD) , 7 2 WA LN R 28 ] 5 JEM-F200 B &5 40 97 5 B 7 8 1
(HRTEM), HAHLF#R 254t ; K-Alpha B X S0t L HETE I (XPS) F1 Nicolet-iS10 ) fé FEL A5 48 21
HMHEHEAY (FTIR) , 25 [E SEBR KA R BHE A ] 5 STA 449 F3 BT A HH{ (TGA ) , 7 [ i 3 {2828 7] 5
CTM6000 ZIGIALYE i i+ 7 e AT BHA AL, Phom A ilis (_FVE ) A PR F] ; Scribner 890e FUAEL HL Tt
MR RS, | MNEER AR BN AT BRA A
1.2 LIidiE
12,1 & % E BB L 48 K3 A 3 (P-CNOs) B9 & i & B R U0 Scheme 1 firyn . ZBESCHR[12, 13107
e, LANDs R lokh, 38 i 2GR K45 BI9OKE 2Tk (CNOs ). B 644 2. 000 g NDs i A=, 76N,
ST R0, 5, 2801 C/min B FHEEER , B NDs M= IRIZ A II#E 800, 1400, 1600 11700 °C;
T 1700 “CHRUE 1 h )5, LAS “Clmin [ FERHE R H 2 =0 S 7E 500 CHYZS A AR 30 min, BR
REZRMNTCEIEHK, F/5135] 1. 650 g CNOs.

4

%, _
(1) P(OslMeg)g,
Na ‘ H,S0./HNO, 60°C,2 h
—>O ——F > HO0D
1700°C, 1 h 80°C,2h (2) McOH,
el r.t,12h
NDs CNOs ®

C-CNOs CI-CNOs P-CNOs

Scheme 1 Synthetic route of phosphorylated carbon nano-onions(P-CNQs)

F£ 100 mL = SR A 25 mLIRBRLER , 765 AW £~ 242 A 0. 400 ¢ CNOs, 7853 i
24 h i, ZENE i N 45 mL ¥ H,SO/HNOIRABR [ V(H,S0,) : VIHNO,)=1.25:1]; Winsete )5, 2 I
%80 “CI 1 hy BRI AR, #EUVE 1 WG, T O RERZERIK & Ve —IK; B0 )5 T 60 °C
B2 THE10 h, 1350. 365 g ¥R 1K CNOs(C-CNOs).

¥ 0. 100 g C-CNOs T4 408 20 mL WA, THE 2 70 “CIEIFE I 12 h, SR J5 IR R ARG &
M 2: Z AV, 15 3 B4 1k CNOs (C1-CNOs) ; 4 0. 100 g CI-CNOs % T 20 mLIEC ke, Z 18 A
1. 0 mLEfEMREE, THER 2 60 CIRIE R 2 hy RN TEEE 5 FEMA 10 mL P, SR B0HE 12 hy B0 505
FEFHERIBESRBOR, T 80°CEZS T4 12 h, 1551 0. 186 g M2 {k CNOs(P-CNOs).
122 #14,4’-— & =K (SDFDPS) ¥ SPAES # 4 & S MESCHk[ 141071k, I & HHRT R B 1L
DFDPS & /8, SDFDPS. il i 554 45 5 v A M SPAES AW, A UK 2k Ul Scheme 2 /R . 7E3EA /7K 53
B AR FRRE BB MR PERE B = RS, RIINA 0. 466 ¢(2. 5 mmol )BP., 0. 876 ¢
(2.5 mmol ) BHPF , 0. 763 g(3 mmol)DFDPS . 0. 917 g(2 mmol )SSDFDPS 1 15 mL DMAc, SE4 ¥4I A
10 mL HZRAE R BRAK L, TIA0. 795 g(2. 5 mmol) K,COE AL ; KR A Y2218 THEL 2 140 CIFIREE
4 h, FETHEZE 165 CHRSE N 6~8 h, FLENR W ARIFH ; TER NS H EE G, KIS E A X
Bk, Bl ALk A S8R R PO R B YRR A, T 100 CEZS T2 12 h, 155
40 % T AL L 1) SPAES 54, BRI 1 At (IEC){E M 1. 42 mmol/g.
1.2.3 SPAES/P-CNOs & 4 £ B9 4] & 4% 0.500 g SPAES ¥ T 13 mL DMAc 7, o204 $hAdi Hiog 4 v
fi#e, 14BN a; FEARXT T SPAES (Y51 5t 7350531 R 0, 1. 0%, 1. 5% F12. 0% ) P-CNOs Il A 2 3 mL
DMAc 1, B HEIFE A AL B2 h, 1521 bs IRE TR a FIEI b, SRR R 7R 19 23 5155 R ; 1 o5 A
WA T4 B BS AP, ZEAR Y BEE MR (60 °C, 4 h; 80 °C, 12 h; 120 °C, 2 h) F TR ; Kt
B BT 1 mol/L AYERR AP 3 d, A4k bk = b, ARIT, ENF5 5] SPAES XAl SPAES/
P-CNOs & A5t . 3 5I/0 5 A 5l iy 45 4 SPAES/P-CNOs-x(x=1. 0, 1. 5, 2. 0).
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Scheme 2 Synthetic route of SPAES

124 FESMERN 7ENAGUF T TCA M, FHEHEAE A 10 C/min, I EEEFH 50~800 °C; T
REARHINRASCIN U Y )2 PE R, A H A o B AT 24 32, S35 2 mm/min FFIRTE 15% (51
S0 SAC BRI R IR A0 72 b, P PR B A 2 I R ) 8 - 22 4 i (TEC, mmol/g) 5 38 32 ) 2t fSEAE
T MRARATR A T i AR A A AR AR AR B AR KR (WU, %) FNRIBE KR (SR, %) 5 BERHTAALTE
RELE SR (3%H,0,+2 mg/LFe ) FREAT , 2L

FE 80 “C 151 1 h 5 1 2% F1 38 LA K R ) s 34 B[] 5

JES 18T 7 1] 9 3 F-A4% 52 (o, mS/em ) 3 4 XCHL ) 38

{Jﬁ Isﬂ:bi Ijélﬁﬁ 7& ‘L;E ﬁi UHJJ ﬁt (Scheme 3 ) . UU'J ﬁt /ﬁi $ j‘:] Contact electrode
0. 1~100 kFiz; H/O, SR PERE 72 22 A ity (THomem wires)
AT, SRR TR AR AL, A o ea
T R 80 °C, MXTIEE (RH) A 100%, BHAR F1BH

syl H, (200 mL/min) #1 0,(200 mL/min) , %k Scheme3 Schematic diagram of in-plane conductivity
0.2 MPa. testing device

2 GRS

2.1 P-CNOsHIFRE

K 1(A) F1(B) 435 4 P-CNOs () HRTEM B8 /55 P JC K 1Y EDS Mapping €. H1 & 1(A) A LLF H,
P-CNOs [ TBOULES #4) 52 B AL ZVIR 1 2R E5# . HA /M2 S B0 B IR, AT RE 2 U % L4544
PR e . I LB AT LA Y, 72 AREE A 0 FE A T T R, X E Bk R T P-CNOs
F—PO,H, 31, FH] CNOs B s L ThREAL .

Teflon block

Membrane

Teflon block

Fig.1 HRTEM image(A) and EDS mapping of P element(B) of P-CNOs

Chem. J. Chinese Universities, 2026, 47(2), 20250256 20250256(139/144)



Jd 53 5K s R
Eu CHEMICAL JOURNAL OF CHINESE UNIVERSITIES

%] 2 5y NDs, CNOs 1 P-CNOs ) XRD i [ . fi & 2 7] LAF H, NDs 7E 20~43° F175° kb A5 W5 SR AE
WA, 436N NDs (9 (111) F1(220) fiyifiT, 228 NDs HAT 30T (1) i AR S5 4 . R Ab 35, CNOs 7E 26~25°
143740 H B2 AN AR, 4353 R A7 A8 (002) A1 (100) &b TR B AT B, F2BH CNOs HAT A 88 iR 45445, 4
FbZ T, P-CNOs MRS IEARIR SE M 55 , X2 T E RERI A5 | A FB0a S8 AHZ, L REAIL.

(111) Ci

(002) (220) v A >

1 1 1
142 138 134 130 126
b EyeV

(100) , 0. ’\J

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 700 600 500 400 300 200 100
20/(°) Ev/eV
Fig. 2 XRD patterns of NDs(a), CNOs(b) and Fig. 3 XPS spectra of CNOs(a) and P-CNOs(b)
P-CNOs(c) Inset: high resolution XPS of the Pz,; of P-CNOs.

13 24 CNOs Fil P-CNOs 1 XPS 1 &l . & 3 AT LA ), CNOs 1 P-CNOs 3 7E 284. 51531, 6 eV Ab i
PEPAFFIEE , 23050028 C, F1 O, A 45 G % (C O JL 3R M IEF-43 8053 R 97. 8% Fl2. 2%). fEUIREfL) ,
P-CNOs H1f O, Fr i 3K o 35. 9%, XA T CNOs IRIHEA T K 1 5 F 2 H (41—COOH FI—PO,H,).
P-CNOs £ 133. 5/1191. 2 eV Kb H 3L 2 N HTAYRFAEDE , 435X R F P, I P, B4 . 7 132. 1 eV AL P, I
5 P=0f1P—OH B FL5AREA . ILAh, P-CNOs FF POCE M F = (050 N 1. 6%, @it 315
Iifiedk CNOs _F—POH, 3 By B ik 435029 4 8. 9%, W] CNOs AL T 4 5 19—POH, LA
22 EABENEREEHRE

&1 4(A,)~(D,) >k SPAES Fl SPAES/P-CNOs JEE R SGA B . "I LAA Y, SPAES B2 o (o IR, Fil
& P-CNOs B4t 38N, S B R B G HTINGR ;s 24 P-CNOs 845153 2. 0% (B 0 O I, i EA
(B) (©) (D)

Fig. 4 Digital photographs(A,—D,), surface SEM images(A,—D,) and cross-sectional SEM images(A,—D,)
of SPAES(A,—A;), SPAES/P-CNOs-1. 0(B,—B;), SPAES/P-CNOs-1. 5(C,—C,) and SPAES/
P-CNOs-2. 0(D,—D,)
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WS (R 43 A AN g SR ks, FLRBER AT 1 S, Ui P-CNOs #3874 it 22 38U A IR A 25 72
% . KA(A)~(D) 7S H T X5 R R 2T OB S . i 4(A,) AT L, 40 SPAES B3 i G I 805 . 4R,
TENNA P-CNOs 9 KA F I, A IR fHRSE, S E2a /BB R B E4(B,)~(D,) |. XEH Tt
2B A2 I P-CNOs GKKL T SPAES JE 5T N AN 51 538

J T E— PR TCHLIERL N R A W Z A A 28, a3 SEM 24T T 42 45 S 114 N 45 # R OO
. HEI4(A)~(Dy) AT UL, Bl P-CNOs BIINA , 54 BB B A AR TaT R AR A5 SERLRS , (H R 24 P-CNOs
B B AL B TE SPAES JE BT . 4 P-CNOs i it 43 BUA M L 1. 5% B, 7E SPAES/P-CNOs i i L% 31 3
8 Y SRIJGERE B R, A0 SPAES Il P-CNOs HAT IS AU ZME . X2 K A SPAES 1 P-CNOs 2 [1]
TE R T ARSR AR EAEA, f23F T P-CNOs 4K FIUREAE SPAES JL 5T H s G- b4, 24 P-CNOs i i /3 8066
F|2. 0% B, WAL E W] A 5 o0 A FIk B 254 [ 18] 4(D,) h g 7 S FIRI B ], MG IR b kA
TR A, X T RE S R I A R AP RE

LTS AT T R A2 25 44 FIAH
HAER. 7ERISH, Fra IR FTIR G -p g H B
TR (ca. 1147 em™) FIZE I (ca. 1582 em™) 1
TRGE 4RSI ; (72T 1015, 1069 F11236 cm™
Ak TR RS () S=0=S F1S—0

—SO:H

SPAES/P-CNO: /2 0 A
= S-2. |

W i |
spAEsm-CNOS/I?YV'WfW

T NS— .

SPAES/P-CNOs-1.0

fgadRsl . A B A B BUET g, X R
BG5S 3R R A T 351 i
RE, & elmmlgegs:THES. 5
SPAES M FL, 424 IRk O—H {45 9% 5 W i e

SPAES

—OH

1
3600 3200

/ /- 1 1 1
£ 4

1600 1200 800

P/em™!

5 RS, 1K J& T E SPAES/P-CNOs & 1) 7
1 PR T A (—OH---0—S=0)"",
23 ESENARREN. MR kR

JoT - A4 B () FAER R R SR A AT I BB R A EE B AR A, i TGA-DTG X RRAB 22 el M 5
PIFPERESZ I HET 7oA. I 6 (A) AT L, PR A R4 R B T 3 BBk Sk # : 55 — B R AE7E 200 °C
ZHI, S R B K B2 AT R 5 255 AP Be R A TE 250~450 °CL 2 TR A YEE H—S0,H B4
P FRITEL 55 = AN BUR A AE 470 CULL, B Be i i 0k 2R T RE Va2 n bt . @it
DTG HhZk S Mol AT, 24 BEAESE — B B B K L #2128 T SPAES i, 2681 P-CNOs 44 K ks A 1) T4
JEEPR/KRE T . BT IEAE TR EE AN & T 250 “CRI R I A R otk Wb T HAE 52 Br s A g

Fig. 5 FTIR spectra of the SPAES and composite membranes

@) (®) 12[©) 1.
100 d 50 Lo
S 90 S 13 <
= £ 40r Z 0.8F 3 P
2 80~ E 2 B=!
§7O oo 2 30 §O.6— 42 %
) o o
= c\i-o.z-% \’ 2 5l = 04f M
8 60F3 04 11
= < P b % 02+
50 = 100300500 700 10 d a
Temperature/°C o S . 5 N
40 L I 1 I 1 1 1 0 ! 1 1 1 PX; cf\, %‘\. g").
100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 0 20 40 60 80 o S,C$O$R,C\AO %R,@O
Temperature/°C Strain(%) %QP&S %QP& sgPX’

Fig. 6 TGA curves(A), stress-strain curves(B) and oxidative stability(C) of the SPAES and
composite membranes
Inset of (A): DTG curves of the membranes. (A, B) a. SPAES; b. SPAES/P-CNOs-1. 0; ¢. SPAES/P-CNOs-1. 5;d. SPAES/P-CNOs-2. 0.

FES A AL A B = A Ao i 8 R R St KSR AN J TR, &1 6. (B) Ay SR 107 7 - 107 A il £
SPAES HA WIMEZG JL4b ), AN G HA I AOAUERE , FHEHL s 5 AN K 240 1R 20 51 8 37. 1 MPa £l
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82. 4%. FififF P-CNOs 824 NN, &4 B HLAR5R BE 20T M 39. 3 MPa %] 46. 1 MPa, {HIKrZHd
RV, I T7. 8% Jd/NE 31. 8%. XSt T/ B 51 P-CNOs 4 K TR 7R R A 78 24 “ 2 Bk
FIVER, [FIBTHRRS T RAEWEE TR . DL EgS SRR, PRl f A RS R BRI, TR
A A B ] 5 JE F AR S, i A2 L I FH K

W, BRI IZ AT, BT AL R ERE B AE T, 232 8 HO - FMTHOO - H H AL Moty
1 & A A 2E R AR SE e H AR B A SR A A A A RSE04) JB F 0 2 S T U ke 2 P i B SR A B 174 Ak 2
Fagte. MIE6(C)RTLAE M, B2k KBS P-CNOs HB 24k B N T B, D24 Al % P-CNOs
B E BN IR K, X R A PR b RE S 2R G A4 T, — 7Tl P-CNOs /B b JCHLRR A
B, A A RPTE R E s B— T, TR P-CNOs 5 BRA W) 22 (8178 i 2V I 25 S5, (i IR 1)
P EBZE R AN %, AT AT A 088 [ H B P 47 i 50
24 EHBEMIEC, WKRE RS

1EC (mmol/g) fCF PN AT 28 3 i HO R KL, B -5 /KSR AT A% T 30 5 DA OC . 3 2o R i e )
BRSSP IEC, 45 W38 1 froR . 4l SPAES B9 IEC {E 4 1. 40 mmol/g, 5 FIS(EA LT . MiE
P-CNOs #B4% i B W4 I, 26 B IECH LM 1. 44 mmol/g 14K 1. 52 mmol/g. 545 M5EAY IEC {3 K
ST P-CNOs _F#—COOH FI—PO,H, JE AL T 45/ o] i B i HY 2.

Table 1 IEC(mmol/g), water uptake(WU, %) and swelling ratio(SR, %) the SPAES and composite membranes

) WU(%) SR(%)

Membrane 1EC /(mmol'g ) . . 5 .
30 °C 90 C 30 C 90 C

SPAES 1.40 17.1 41.4 2.3 19.7
SPAES/P-CNOs-1.0 1.44 30.4 50.0 0.1 24.8
SPAES/P-CNOs-1.5 1.50 33.2 61.7 0.6 28.3
SPAES/P-CNOs-2.0 1.52 32.0 57.9 1.4 27.4
Nafion 112 0.90 21.8 31.1 20.4 26.5

* By titration.
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Fig.7 Water uptake(A) and swelling ratio(B) of the SPAES and composite membranes at 30—90 °C in water

a. SPAES; b. SPAES/P-CNOs-1. 0; c. SPAES/P-CNOs-1. 5; d. SPAES/P-CNOs-2. 0.
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Fig. 8 Proton conductivity values of SPAES and Scheme 4 Schematic illustration of proton transfer

composite membranes at 30—90 °C in water in the SPAES/P-CNOs membranes
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