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Electrodeposited NiCu Alloy Anchored Co,P Nanowires
Enhancing Hydrogen Evolution Reaction by
Modulating Electronic Structure

LIU Wenhuan, WANG Kangkang, DOU Jiayang, ZHANG Tongchen, DONG Sheying’
(School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering , Xi’an University of Architecture and Technology, Xi’an 710055, China)

Abstract The development of efficient and stable hydrogen evolution reaction (HER) is the key to realize the
widespread industrial application of electrolytic water technology. In this paper, HER catalysts CuAl@Co,P/NF with
three-dimensional highly dispersed non-homogeneous phase were synthesized by hydrothermal-pyrolysis-electrodepo-
sition using nickel foam (NF) as substrate. The formation of heterojunction between crystalline and amorphous
surfaces increases the active sites of the catalyst itself, and the synergistic effect between the elements makes the Co
atoms in the system rearrange their electrons outside the nucleus, reducing the adsorption capacity for the adsorbed
H’, and accelerating the reaction kinetics in the process of hydrogen precipitation reaction. The catalyst exhibited
favorable HER activity and stability in both alkaline and acidic environments, and the overpotential required to drive
a current of 10 mA/em® was measured at 83 and 27 mV, respectively, while the potential remained essentially
unchanged after continuous operation for 72 h in an alkaline environment. This work is informative for the construc-
tion of HER catalysts with highly dispersed non-homogeneous phase pairs.
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RIE HER AR BH ARG A AR TG, (H 0 AR RO R e PEBIR ) 1 R R 4 DRI, R & sk
R E |« BRI U 4 AR O A R K AR R

LA, &R U 4 B Bk (TMPs) B T LR S AL T W 5 | T AR 22k 5% 3 % Hb A TR A
5%, W FeP, CoP, Ni,P I MoP %557, HF H A BRA LR MR, KM Rk, AT T A R A &
A T, SECLHER IS A Frdm . b A i nT LUE L TS . 4R /AE 4 B B4R
S T T AR A SR WA BB R S, X Ty 9 R o A R S TR A R A R S T TR, AN AT LA
DATS AL BIPEH, T ELAT LA 4 A 20 43 F B DM RIRON, , X A Ry S PSR ) A R ks,

F—J7 0, MR S AT R p v [ A R R L, A TR Cu . Cr AT W S5 TMPs Y 43
JRTE LA 45 A PT IR K EGEE TMPs 48 BT S Bl vk . RIS, 20 kMo 24 L 30, ] DAffiff
FEFRN5] | POl TRRTE T AR AR b, AR 28 5 A5 — Se P BRI A A KA R ZER IR TMPs
H B SRR RIS, RERSIE NS A MR He 2 RS VR0 A, 30 3 R SR T 1) P )V B st ARG HER
.

ARG K AR - T =2 B R T CuAl@CoP/LIRER (NF) A A LR, HirP CuAl &
S AT AFEA 50 3858 CoP AT JE Tl , [ Bsf R LA 55 R W B LAY BE T Rl AR RN Co B 58 1 W o
HBEST, M REETE HER 5o A% HP W B 0 B ) 8, 2B 158 T 42 A AR HER 16 1 .

1 SCIGERSY

1.1 RXFI 5

NIKET RS [ Co(NO;),+ 6H,0 IR A SR ER [ ALINO,),-9H,0 |, 43t 2li, ATCHERH e A B
vl EEEALER(KOH) , 43Hrali, REETRFE AT & bl s KA BRI Cu(NO,),-3H,0], 4
Mraf, VO 2 S B R AT BR 2 |l 5 JRZE (CHN,0) | £RR (HCD AR ER (H,S0,) , s3#rali, [E 25 4E k2
AP PE A R 7 5 IRBEER AN (NaHLPO,) , 43 bl , B ZAMb R A BRA R ks (FNH,) , 434t
ali, EWEE M AE AR A BR AR IR (NF) , 4374l KA (G b TRHG A FRAF] .

CHI 660B A Je e H fh22 T AR s (g RS A PR A 5 ZEISS Sigma 300 35 & 44+ i
5% (FESEM, 1% [ Zeiss 23 6] ) ; FEI Talos F200x 3% 5 fi, 7 2 1 4% (TEM, 3£ [& FEI /A &) ) ; Thermo
Scientific ESCALAB Xi+ %Y X B 28 Yt By, T BE 1540 (XPS, 3 & $E 2R K itk /R B A R A ) 3 Bruker D8
Advance B X FHRATHHML(XRD, 8 [E Bruker A ] ).

1.2 EBEEFINHEE

12,1 HRBEHATAIE B4 emx2 em FIEREKKIRILAE 3 mol/LERER . JO/K LB 2 8 K T
R AP 15 min DL RBRFRIHZLT, SRIGTA 60 CIIELZS THRAA TR 8 h, 45 M.

1.2.2  CoOH/NF #1 Co,P/NF #y 4| %  ZHESCHER[ 21 JA9 )77 . #4582 mg Co(NO,),-6H,0, 721 mg CH,N,0
F174 mg NH,F HRE#T 60 mL 227K, S8R5 A 100 mL WA R RO MG RN EE N, FFIA
S FRGL FIRER . 78 120 "CHRORAF 6 h, FRINVAS R R 200, i 581K Ig BE 3 IE A 60 CH
23 TERAE T 12 h, TS5 CoOH/NF 5 400 mg NaH,PO, 73 B8 AREFHAN , S AL TA5 b G 348 oh
i), NaH,PO,4bF A 948 LiifF, 76300 ‘CFHREAH 2 "C/min) i 2 h, 155 Co,P/NF.

1.2.3  CuAl@Co,P/NF ty %] & #5948 mg Cu(NO,),-3H,0 1750 mg A1(NO,),-9H,0 % f# T 80 mL &+
K bt BOH R, FHOIIR IR Y pH 2= 4 Ay . GG —Hutl, LA Co,PINF Ol TAEHIH . A7 S8 HE g Xf H
e, HOAIH R S B AE—1 VIETE R ITRL300 s, FJG 2B TR M ESE R, SRIG A
60 ‘CEZ THEA H 12 h, 155] CuAl@Co,P/INF. & T #£75F Cu/Al LI X} CuAl/Co,PINF fEALAE BE A 520
SlEE T CW/ALEE R 1:1.5, 151, 12702 1 BRSO AR R REAT

1.3 BiFEHEaEiK

P B AL R BRI FE S T EAT . SR AR AR R (DM AT R AR 2 AR, B Ry Xof
HUB , AR F AR AR AT TR ER S AR ), ZERR MRV (NSRRI 0. 5 mol/L H,SO,) FAEME 7 I (N,
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AN T mol/L KOH) Fhilliak T ik HER 64 . A fb 2k (LSV) MR 383 %4 0. 005 Vis, 1N
HLBH (IR ) #M22 4 90% , BT A5 LSV 4 AR I BB T4 )7 72 E (vs. RHE)=E (vs. SCE)+0. 2415+0. 059pH £%
YE N AL 3 S L L (vs. RHE) 5 HL AL 22 BHPT IS (BIS) & 0 B 5 2 4R i FE B8 0.5V, S8 40 R %
10°~107 Hz, #RIFEA 0. 005 V5 A4 HFRE PR R A T i G- ) I

2 FHR5iE

2.1 CuAl@Co,P/NF &R 55 HF R R

CuAl@Co,P/NF i = 59545 M (Scheme 1). B G, SRADKPIEAENF 5 CoOH DK, AR5, 78
TRIR AL R B R TR BOGHE I Co,P 9K 1(A)FN(B) 1, 7E55 =25 1 TR RN I Y6 I i 4 K At
RV T ARE Y CuAl BRI BT 2(A) F(B) |, 3K T CuAl@Co,P/NF [ LLR AR, if— 20350 T Hif
fEPERE, CuAl@Co,P/NF A S 3 FLA 7 AR, FF345959 70 A 7E NF R [ B 2(C) 1, IXFEAT DI K34
IR 5 Ha A BT A 42 b T AR, EA R 2R R R HR S . H RE R (A ORR IS (EDS) EIAT UL, Ha il bt

P

( Hydrothermal Phosphide Electrodeposition

~

NF CoOH/NF Co,P/NF CuAl@Co,P/NF

Scheme 1 Flow chart of CuAl@ Co,P/NF catalyst preparation

100 nm

100 nm

Fig.2 SEM images(A—C) and EDS elemental mappings(D—G) of CuAl@ Co,P/NF sample
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BHHAELE Co, P, Cu fTAITE[EI2(D)~(G) ], Hrr, CofIPFEMBHHIIEIS G, CuFl Al FEEL /A fEAS
R, WA ARG, MR R IR TERER R RUAE R .

CuAl@Co,P/NF F) TEM B& - iF — A UF B BORER CuAl Y957 43 A1 75 Co,P 26 1H [ B 3(A) ], CuAl@
Co,P/NF [ 15 43 H 538 S i 7 B B (HRTEM) BB F /R T 2410 A0 I i 5 s St imi [ 161 3(B) |, Herefr,
0. 19 F10. 22 nm g (1 H5 23515 8 T Co,P A (201) FI(112) FhTAT; 0. 23 nm XA Cu B9 (111) FHTAT, oUE
T CuAl@Co,P/NF (IE A%, E 3(B) I JRiB i o B AT LA A 2], AlCu, DL e A e i S ey
Co,P(112) fhy T G i 1A 55 A1 A T8 ) S5 R 0T, 3K AT RE S5 M 40 A1, JF AL 5 BOTE PR AR e
SN R R4 2224,

0,22 nm

Fig. 3 TEM image(A) and HRTEM image at an interfacial area(B) of CuAl@ Co,P/NF

X} CuAl@Co,P/NF ) iR AHSEAT T XRD FRALE . = v Cu
4RI, BTk A Ni 4R RIS 40, s Al
55 5 Co,P A (PDF#97-062-4592) . Cu AH (PDF# - #Ni
97-005-3755) Fil AlCu, 4 (PDF#97-018-5891 ) ) {14 B L3 *A * @ CoP T
BHEARIL RS AR . 1R KT I A | CoppF
S AS RO, 208 & E MBS, RECT | | Cu(PDF#97-067-0688)
Co,P i1 (PDF#97-062-4592) [y JiF A7 77 S 066 449 % 7 1 Do 0621500,
1A%, [, R BE AR AR & & T B A CoyP fivks T Ni(PDF#97-005-2231)
B AR, Cu FITALIIA Co-P fks -T2 P 80UMAE 30 40 50 60 70 80
ZF|—ERE RS , I — B RpE Or  2e ks 260)

%%ﬁ EE?Q%*@ , )I%H;FU;J:EE{%,“: Jz MLZMSJ. Fig. 4 XRD patterns of CuAl@Co,P/NF and Co,P/NF

Xf CuAl@Co,P/NF #E47 T XPS AL (1 5) , LATH EHEAL I A TR ORI AL IR . 5 (A) Ny
CuAl@Co,P/NF AL 1) XPS &3, T, FEfh A Cu, Al, Co, PRIOJCE, Hir, OFJRERIES S
AR EC. BB S(C) R, A7 F 129. 39 #1130. 21 eV AL A 0435 & F P, FA P, . WAL, 1E
134.39 eV A B T —DAAM I, 12K T REE = ORI AL T U P—O B> i & 5(B) 1]
B, 781. 4 eV(Co,,, ) H1797. 8 eV (Co,, ) Ak BLEGS W& T Co—P i, 803. 7 H1787. 2 eV AL AU
TR, 775. 6 eV ALRYIEINE T Co™ . fIEIS(D)ATIL, 932. 2F1952. 2 eV AL YIS 5 I1JE T Cu,,,
Cuy, ,» 942.9 eV AbIUEHy TLRLIE | 6 BIAE 5 7E 934. 3 F1 935. 8 eV AL A7 7E Cu® Fl Cu'. HIEIS(E) AT I,
74. 4 eV Ab BN JE FER ALY, T1. 9177, 7 eV A& 53 FIIA J& T Al—ALEAT AL (L4506, 1 HY
PR Niy W DR Ry ALZER it rp 3 AR /D, 52 NF SRR AYSZ IR IS0 CuAl@Co,P/NF 1) P, Fl Co,, (45 G RE S
J5 4 CoP/NF )25 REX 1 SEAR 7 1 B8 8, T Cuy, 55 AL, S5 REXS L SCHR[31, 32 JiRiE A A RE R4 T
IEMRFS , KW CuFIALGIABUE T Co YHLFE5H , AR Co MRS T %58, L HFEAT IEHLAT Co
AL RIS RS, T HE, 25 % R HE N ) Cou R AL S RT RIS 7K Ak 25 F1 OHE/H W B T s 14 B R 28035 HER
PERE. BEAb, CuAl B4 M IMAHT RAERE 5 ep P4 H far fIK T Co, P/NF, MATTTZE AR PG PE AL S 2 i 1)
HW BfRE e
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Fig. 5 XPS spectra of survey scan(A), Cu,,(D) and AL, (E) of CuAl@Co,P/NF, XPS spectra of
Co,,(B) and P,,(C) of CuAl@Co,P/NF and Co,P/NF

2.2 CuAl@Co,P/NF BBk 314 AE

7612 7 (0.5 mol/L H,S0,) FIHHPE (1.0 mol/. KOH) Hi f# TR W b, i = iR R E T
CuAl@Co,P/NF ) Hi i 4k HER 1 i, A [H] Cu/Al FE /R EE () CuAl@Co,P/NF il Co,P/NF 1E by Xif I8 44 .
FEI6(A)FI(D) R TR K 5 mV/s IR AMEARLIE R LSV (25 5 . i E 6 (A) AT WL, FEfs A
5 Cw/ALEEJR G 1: 1. 5 B, LB e By HER W&, 3K 3h 10 mA/em? B B J AT 27 mV A3 H
A7, AR T X BEFE 5 Y Cu, sAI@Co,P/NF (30 mV ), CuAlL,@Co,P/NF (92 mV) F Co,P/NF(110 mV) , W& =T
CuAl@Co,P/NF(16 mV) , {HYEEHIESE T, CuAl, @Co,P/NF HiEVEH] B 5 T Cu, Al@Co,P/NF, A] fig
(AR R, FE e HL 2 B B A A U SR AR 04 A G T AR AS B TS 0 05, BESR T MR B B
A HER TEE, (B 24809 A SR Fn S A i A= BUTC BE 23 (AR B S LB G, fliATREA
HETEPEREAR . mIE 6 (D) AT L, FERRTESIE T, CuAl, ,@Co,P/NF ZE B0 H et S OHEAL I 1, e TR 35
10 mA/em® N )3 L7y 83 mV, K T H B AL 5 [ Cu, sAI@Co,P/NF (87 mV) , CuAl@Co,P/NF (86 mV) ,
CuAL@Co,P/NF (101 mV) il Co,P/NF (178 mV) |, H. CuAl, ,@Co,P/NF 7£ = #4071 [R5 A5 4845/ HER
PEfE.

h T WEGE A R AL R A LA A Bl A AR PRI SRR LSV £ A A5 B Tafel 4% & 6 (B) 1
(E) ], dE6(B)AI W, 7EmIE AT T, CuAl, @Co,P/NF (1) Tafel 8t% 45 /)N, 2B HAA LS00 SO 3
J1%= . CuAl, ;@Co,P/NF 34 JE /R BFE N 85. 5 mV/dec, KT X A i CuAl@Co,P/NF (96. 4 mV/dec) ,
Cu, ;A1@Co,P/NF (85. 8 mV/dec) , CuAl,@Co,P/NF (102.2 mV/dec) Fll Co,P@NF (120. 3 mV/dec). Kl 6
(E) AT UL, 7EfRME HLAR T, CuAl, s@Co,P/NF HAT S AR A IE JE /R &1 (58. 7 mVidec) , 8T HEHE i
[ Cu, ;Al@Co,P/NF (68.4 mV/dec) , CuAl@Co,P/NF (72.8 mV/dec) , CuAl,@Co,P/NF (76.8 mV/dec) Fll
Co,P/NF(146. 6 mV/dec) |, &M CuAl, @Co,P/NF 7EFR M H it i vh HA St S5 10 S v 8l J3 2% . 5 Rl
[ Tafel } A8 K Z 7E 30~150 mV/dec 78 [l P, AT DL B B B B & A B9 AT & 0 32 2238 12 Volmer-
Heyrovsky HLEEFEA T, SOREE G BN A2~ I I 2E 58, ELH AR A B AlCu, ;@Co,P/NF ) Tafel #5175 /)N
T Co,P/NF HLM , BEBANA CuAl & 478 AT H7E AR R, A A0 o F i i fi AR s 1

UEAh, R EISTHSE T H AR - HA S Jo S 1 ) A e far e B FLBEL (R, ). 10 S R B8R 2 il 4 Nyquist 51
WE6(C)F(F) . MH , Nyquist B FP RG4S0, R I8E R T B F &, s,

Chem. J. Chinese Universities, 2024, 45(4), 20240005 20240005(5/9)
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%‘ — ALCu@Co.PNF | 3 — AICU@CoPINE 96.4 mV/dec = ® . o
g 200 — AlCu@CoPNF | B g 4 | — A1 cu@copE N gL & " .
= — ALCu@Co,P/NF 2 — AICu, s@Co;P/NF F antas " s AlCu@CoPNF
=t — Co.PINF ° — ALCU@COPNE_ e . A ¥ AlCu, {@Co:PNF
£ 300 g 0.2 |- Co:PINF 85.5 mV/dec 05F s, e AlLCU@COP/NF o
5 5 § = ALCU@Co.PNF  §
I 1 0 I I I o h I i 4
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-~ ro 2 020 LE) Z e acamne 10 ® e,
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2 Z100f %16l Caacori"146.6 mV/idec gl . .,
=) — Al :Cu@Co:P/NF £ L ..
s Ao 2 012t 76.8 mV/dec S 6F =
T 200 | Alcuacorny = // < - v Al;sCu@Co:P/NF
g 8 0.08 - 72.8 mV/dec 4+ r * AlCu; 5@C02P/NF
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Fig. 6 LSV curves(A, D), corresponding Tafel plots(B, E) and electrochemical impedance spectra(C, F) of
different catalysts at an overpotential of 100 mV of catalysts in 1 mol/L KOH alkaline electrolyte
saturated with N,(A—C) and 0. 5 mol/L H,SO, acidic electrolyte(D—F)

CuAl, ;@Co,P/NF R BLH 510 [ v sl J124 [ 6(C) |, RIFETERRYEIA R CuAl, ;@Co,P/NF t HAT

PSR RS 3h J12 [ B 6(F) 1, Xt 55 LSV I Tafel f45 F—2, JLWIGIE T Ak A S0 M HER 15k .
AL ) H AL 0 P 2 A (ECSA) & U AL Y S R 3 22— 73 sl i I B R 22 (CV) H el

FE T CuAl@Co,P/NF FUXF BEA LA BUZ L ZE (CdD 1 ECSA (] 7 F1E 8). fh Il 8 (F) 0] I, ZER P 1 v H

6
GV o 6B T 61O
g 4 20—120 mV g 4 20—120 mV g
E E ERl
s 2 S 2F < 20—120 mV
£ 2 B 2t
z o 2 0 z
[ [ Q
< = < 0F
22t E2r 2
g g )
3 5 —4 5 I~
S 4 @] @]
1 1 | 1 | _6 1 1 | 1 | ‘4 1 1 | 1 |
—0.38 —0.36 —0.34 —0.32 —0.30 —0.28 —0.26 —0.38 —0.36 —0.34 —0.32 —0.30 —0.28 -0.26 —0.38 —0.36 —0.34 —0.32 —0.30 —0.28 —0.26
Potential/V(vs. RHE) Potential/V(vs. RHE) Potential/V(vs. RHE)
o 7.5 (D) oo | (E) 8 -(F) + AlCu@CoP/NF
g 50l g - ¢ AlCu15@Co.P/NF
<'C . 20—120 mV, < 20—120 mV P‘.E 6 - A115CU@COZP/NF
g 25 g 4r 15} v AlLCu@CoP/NF
\. = < . COzP/NF
% 0F ? 0 S/ 4 37.“&’“01
o 25F = 8 ¢
= = L) . a Al
8 g < 2 2
E 5.0 - E 14, mF/cﬂzl
75k 1 1 I 1 I 3 1 1 I 1 I 0 | I ! 7'4|mF/CIP
—0.38 —0.36 —0.34 —0.32 —0.30 —0.28 —0.26 —0.38 —0.36 —0.34 —0.32 —0.30 —0.28 -0.26 20 40 60 80 100 120
Potential/V(vs. RHE) Potential/V(vs. RHE) Scan rate/(mV-s1)

Fig.7 CV plots of AlICu@Co,P/NF(A), Al,Cu@Co,P/NF(B), Co,P/NF(C), AlICu, ;@Co,P/NF(D) and
Al, .Cu@Co,P/NF(E) with different sweep speeds in the voltage range of —0.27—-0.37 V
and corresponding CdI(F) in 0. 5 mol/L H,SO,

Chem. J. Chinese Universities, 2024, 45(4), 20240005 20240005(6/9)
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Fig.8 CV plots of AlICu@Co,P/NF(A), Al, .Cu@Co,P/NF(B), AlCu, ;@Co,P/NF(C), Al,Cu@Co,P/
NF(D) and Co,P/NF(E) with different sweep speeds in the voltage range of —0.3—-0.4 V
and corresponding CdI(F) in 1 mol/LL KOH

CuAl, ;@Co,P/NF [#J CAIE (9. 1 mF/em?) tb B #E 5 [ CuAl@Co,P/NF (8. 4 mF/em?) , Cu, ;A1@Co,P/NF (7.9
mF/em?®) , CuAL,@Co,P/NF (7. 0 mF/cm?) F1 Co,P/NF (2. 3 mF/em?) | K. W& 7(F) Al WL, 7EBRY: A+
CuAl, ;@Co,P/NF [A)FE HA % K1 CdI{E (23. 5 mF/em?) [ Cu, sAI@Co,P/NF(14. 9 mF/em?), CuAl@Co,P/NF
(23.2 mF/em?®) , CuAL@Co,P/NF(16. 4 mF/cm?) Fl Co,P/NF (7. 4 mF/em?) ]. Cdlfx K, Fnizbhkl H A #
ZI LR, Cull 54 A EAE Co,P RIS AN A LR RAHIEE EE , [RIBTiE i Co,P AR AL T 5
S, TSE I T TSR R T AR

o M R RE 2 PP AN A AL 77 HER 36 P 19 — A F 2K . B CuAl@Co,P/NF 1 2 T.4F H AR & 76
0. 5 mol/L H,SO, 1 1 mol/L. KOH IEW H, 43 Bt hin 0. 387 F11. 097 V AHE & [T, i 3k oL I 295 3 1 28 Ak,
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Fig. 9 Current density-time curves of CuAl@Co,P/NF in 0. 5 mol/L H,SO,(A) and 1 mol/L. KOH(B) at
10 mA/cm?, XRD patterns(C) of CuAl@ Co,P/NF before(a) and after(d) the reaction
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Scheme 2 Hydrogen evolution mechanism diagram of CuAl@ Co,P/NF
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