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Plasmonic Composites Aid Semi-quantitative Analysis and Identification
of Low-molecular-weight Metabolites by Mass Spectrometry

CAO Ting, SHU Weikang', WAN Jingjing"
(School of Chemistry and Molecular Engineering , East China Normal University , Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract DMSN@Ag/Au composites, with DMSN (dendritic mesoporous silica nanosphere) , as the support and
Au/Ag nanoparticles homogeneously loading on the surface, were employed as MALDI (matrix-assisted laser desorp-
tion/ionization) matrices. These composites enable highly sensitive MALDI metabolic analysis with a detection limit
of 0.005 mg/mL. Moreover, these composites demonstrated good reproducibility in detection and provided an intrinsic
Au” signal as a reference to enhance the accuracy of quantitative analysis. Additionally, DMSN@Ag/Au facilitated
Ag" addition to the analyte and assisted in metabolite identification process. The composites are expected to serve as a
new generation of multifunctional MALDI matrix and provide new ideas for clinical mass spectrometry analysis.

Keywords  Matrix-assisted laser desorption/lonization mass spectrometry; Low-molecular-weight metabolites

detection; Dendritic mesoporous silica nanosphere ; Plasmonic material
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MALDI LR 2 A HLBE R R AFE AR . 75/t Jr i, AL
FEAEG m/z K2 A1 555 T4, [RIBH4i B ACI/IN o H B AR e 55, ok 2 [m] R ) 1 A ARG
s Y. BRT, ZFICHLAKAT R 2 e B AT 4l B B AR bERE g B A Ak . SR AL
FEZEATRE | RIEARFEET 157 R SRR ABERE (U0 Au, Ag, PUEF) REREHR AL AR A 2 1A 455 T ILIR A0
PR T, I HEA SRRSO S B2 PR AY MALDI )5 . (H 2 I S 55 B 1A b kLo
MR R Bl N 25 5 R A AR, FEOINAE S BB 2, MELL BT MALDILRI . AR L=
AALREAUKRER (DMSN) ELAA RE 25 . K HL R TR DL R nT ¥ 1 FLAS , E A R 2 259 Fnfi AL 350 1)
FRAR AR R Rl DMSN A B2k 45 25 T UM R MALDLAS I b A5 v () BRARZRAA . b, BF
FE R B R S5 TR 2 [ A e Db Rl 5, nT UAT SR TR YIS BE 7, M4 B MALDI (46
DU fE>. D5, DMSN 80045 25 1A RIE S MALDI 5 o7 A7 28 52 300 vy SR 0, oo = 0 A A0l
I3HT.

ASCRI A DMSN VE R 2 dA, 464 | ARGNOKR IR 1 5] 1 e L3R 15 8 DMSN@Ag/Au A 5L . %
T H A RE A5, A R ARSE B TR M R I A RS . MR T 3R — 5 5 TR M R,
DMSN@Ag/Au HLAT 547 ) MALDI A I R 5B . 52 A SE T AE m/z 196. 98 &b 2577 A 3R FU Y A AR AE {5
e RIS S R A M RIS S i S ] SE TS S AORE I T2 E . S LA
A5/ kA AgTIRn, 77 A [M+Ag ] BB (E 5 , [M+Ag] 5| A B4 FHC 5>+ 78 MALDI-MS
— P R R ) SRR

1 SEISEH

1.1 RFI 5

LR (TEA) | 75kt = F L BE 5L (CTAB) | KI%BREN (NaSal) | iR £ iR (TEOS) | Jo/K ZBE
(EtOH) |, SN = Z 8RR (APTES) | &4 R (HAuCL,) | fiffR4ER (AgNO,) | Bl & k4 (NaBH,) . H#&
fiE(Man) | #2585 (Gluc) . (2R (Try) . ZENZ R (Phe) | liZ IR (Pro) . 22 (Met) . = LR (TFA)
2R (Lys) , 2084k, 1 A _F 2R B A7 BR A /5 AR 1035 FTEE P (BSA, 465 98%) , I [ _Lifg
PO ABR A A, BB TFK, BEHEN 18.2 MQ-cm.

Autoflex MALDI-TOF/TOF #4 MALDI 5 i1 1% , 3€ [ 4ii & 3¢ 23 7] ; D8 Advance #Y X 5 4k 117 44X
(XRD), 3 [E Bruker A F] ; S4800 HY 44 Hi I i85 (SEM) Fl HT-7700 %Y 3% 5 fE 2 Sl 85% (TEM) , H A
H 37 52141 5 TriStarl13020 AU IR FNFLIR RSN, 36 [ 22 ve SR H s A3 A PR 2 |l 5 UV1900 #Y £ 4-
A LA EETH(UV-Vis ) FHICAP7200HS Y AL JBRE & 55 B9 TR SHEIEL (ICP-0ES) , SEEIFERR K iHE/R
BHE ]

1.2 KIeidiE

1.2.1 DMSN 8% %  7£25 mL/KFHIA 68 mg TEA, 7£80 ‘C R4+ 30 min. BEJSHIA 380 mg CTAB Fil
67.2 mg NaSal, $iF£ 1 h, Fii FRER P IA 4 mL TEOSF162. 5 wL EtOH, FHHFE2. 5 h. BJF &L
B, ORI 3K, THRIE.

122 DMSN@Au # #| % 56, % DMSN #1724 54k, #4 0. 01 g DMSN, 40 mL EtOH, 0.05 mL
APTMSIR G, 7680 ‘CTHHEHERINE 24 h, Wl U8 IF L B F/KBER 3K, 7E60 CF T4, #£0.01 g
FEINBEAL DMSN 23 7E 10 mLK 1, Bl A 2 mL HAuCL,(2 mmol/L) , #4875 30 min J&7 , 7EPREIHPE T,
TNt i NaBH,. FFAS 728 2 B ok peis i ig 338 , 7680 “CH T4, 7 ¥)ic i DMSN@Au.

1.2.3 DMSN@Ag & %l % #0.5 g /5L RE L B DMSN 8 75 70 8 F 50 mL L & K. SR mA
0. 47 mL AgNO,(50 mmol/L) , 7£ s = Hi+E 3 h. Bl/5 , Wi & NaBH,, FE2e4 30 min. 15211
PR IS R B KPR 33 , 780 “C T, r=#ic i DMSN@Ag.

1.2.4 DMSN@Ag/Au ty #| % #£0.05 g DMSN@Au #5200 F 5 mL 55 7K, SRS HA 0. 094 ml.
AgNO,(50 mmol/L) , 7EARE TP NHEFES he PSS, WL & NaBH,, #2030 min. 152/
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U FH 25 B8 /K Ve 33 , 16 80 °CF T4, P=#1ic i DMSN@Ag/Au.

125 AuAg b A #l & 7E80 mL AWM K& F KR ENA 1. 0 mL 0. 01 mol/L. HAuCl, #1 1. 0 mL
0.01 mol/L. AgNO, /KIEW , NIWiPi+E . W T IRE )5, A 8 mL 0. 02 mol/L. NaSal, Ff 4k £k $ii
10 min, FfiJ5 , KRR MRS, ZEZ IR T SR A5 8000, I Pric b AuAg 54 .

12,6 AR RAE BRSO S B KR R B S B TR, B RIS e AR A B SRR T
Ji, WIS AE SEM T UEF TSR . KA S S 43 BOAE /K VA TR T LR ST WA T T, I B A e SR
R D) T4, SRS #E TEM T 470088 . XRD 35 & 1 X JFZRATHHAE Cu Ka 14k (A=0. 154 nm) T %
5. MBHG UV-Vis WO R AM-0T WA G BE TR P . 200 R o -t o 24 T P 2 T LRI FLL R
AR 7T KNI, FESEAT 73T A, KR S 7E 200 “CAY LA T U6 h. BET (Brunauer-Emmett-
Teller) bt 22 M AAEAAXTHE T (p/p,)0. 05~0. 30 FITEFEI N1

1.2.7 MALDIM X 7E0. 1% TFA R (AT R 1:1 K/ 208 FRECH] 4 mg/mL a- R 2E-4-F2 3 A
HEFR (CHCA ) F11 20 mg/mL 2, 5- " R (DHB). 18 i 38 S s B vk Bl Rl A0 /o 1 (R 2 bl . T
Pt RN EIR . B2 | 2R . SRR A 2R 55 ) PR HER I (0. 005~0. 100 mg/mL). Ky T HEEHL
(AT R T 2 PR RE , AR AT R 4 I T 4843 (0. 5 mol/L NaCl) A EE 15 (5 mg/mL BSA) #4715
eI L. B DMSN@Ag/Au (1 mg/mL, 2% F7K) . DMSN@Au (1 mg/mL, 2 & 7K ) fil DMSN@Ag
(1 mg/mL, & F/K) . AuAg & 4 (1 mgmL, % & F/K) . CHCA (4 mg/mL, 0.1% TFA) Fl DHB
(20 mg/mL, 0. 1%TFA) 4> BIVE R BB fdi FH . £ MALDI-MS izt b, B 1 L 7S [ S0 v i S R A i
AR b, EEE TSRS TR, BES, K1 WL IS I TR A b, FRRAE = AT
T4 . MALDI-MS i J] MALDI i %1% (355 nm B4 Nd: YAG % fE [8 25 306 8% ) gEA A0 . MS Bodi 76
MALDI-MS IF 2§ S ST i FHRER 5 | A AR RS, WO N 1 kHz, S INEH R 5 20 kV.

2 FERE5THe

2.1 DMSN@Ag/AuHi# & 5RAE
AT DMSNAE MLk ik . i 1(A) s, HEAS - RSFMEZFlnskm, 554l
80 nm, HE AN 315. 7 mYg[ K 1(C) ]. 2R, M4 T DMSN@Ag/Aul & 1(A)FEE ], AuFl Ag¥E]H:

& CEe = Au(PDF#99-0036)
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Fig.1 SEM image of DMSN and TEM image of DMSN@Ag/Au(inset)(A), XRD pattern of DMSN@Ag/Au
(B), nitrogen adsorption-desorption isotherms of DMSN and DMSN@Ag/Au(C), UV-Vis spectra of
DMSN@Ag/Au, DMSN@Ag and DMSN@Au(D)
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KAEDMSN R TH , REAERIERASE . Al Ag )G, MEMKIHORE: T 2LA0TES, HRHFY 298. 5
m*Yg[ I 1(C) ], JCHH S FF%. i XRD 3% & Al I, DMSN@Ag/Au 7E 26=38. 39°, 44.47°, 64.58°, 77.57°
AEJE7R T Au(PDF#99-0056) Fll Ag(PDF#87-0720) Y B BUATT ST [ ] 1(B) J. X APENHAT T 1CP M, 15
B Au BN 6.73%, Ag TR 4.21%. BRIZAL, XM RHRDG R M- T RAE , i T
HE 5T R SN 355 nm YA OGS 6 R AR B8 ) 1% 0 25 ARSI BEA T H BT, B L3 6T
DMSN@Ag/Au, DMSN@Ag Fl DMSN@Au 1) 42 SRS /] UL 4 1l [ ] 1(D) ], 15%] DMSN@Ag/Au
1E 355 nm AL P RSN IR SR, BB HDE AR RICRE T R
2.2 DMSN@Ag/Au7EtnEE R PRI BN B L 1ERE

A JRAUKA AT LIRS MALDI-MS £ /57, {HUR 5045 Ja J0A 6 2 S B AR A e 55 1) 28 S8 Tk
WHEE, FTLATE DMSN E B4k Au fil Ag, ZERTE N AuAg & 4. AuAg B4 HA IR R 28 1 56 15
TSR, GRS SR, ZEROGRES T 5 R B/ N o BT e s 72

N T #%8 DMSN@Ag/Au fE i MALDL L5 (19 /N TR BE , 4351 L DMSN@Ag/Au ., AuAg 54 .
DMSN@Au ., DMSN@Ag. CHCA 1 DHB N L% 0. 1 mg/mL Man #££7 MALDLAGI , & AT 15 7% . 40
El2(A) iR, LADMSN@Ag/Au ., AuAg44: . DMSN@Au, DMSN@Ag, CHCA JyFEJFi A}, Man AN ES I
FI1U [ Man+Na ]* 38 435112 24 9000, 6800, 1600, 7800, 700, ifii DHB JL- A Hi {5 S 98 % . itz
Hb, 533 L) DMSN@Ag/Au, AuAg &4 Fll CHCA S EJST, X 0. 1 mg/mL Man #47 MALDIAG I , 25421k
300, i 2(B)Ii7s , DMSN@Ag/Au, AuAg 54 . CHCA 1972 5 2 % (Coefficient of variation, CV)
I 91M 5.372%, 7. 880% F1 10. 470%. 45 5-F B, DMSN@Ag/Au Y I 55 5 AL, IR MEH 4. X 2
i DMSN VE R #A, nT LUk G 52 42 IR (T2 . 16 LS T DMSN@Ag/Au ., AuAg 54 Fl DMSN@Ag [1)4R
B IMAIEE J7, LA DMSN@Ag/Au. AuAg 44 il DMSN@Ag Jy 3L 5T, T A K 15 7% . [Man+'7Ag]* Fil
[ Man+'Ag | * A~ 24 0655 B 43 51) 24 4 20000, 15000 F17000[ 1 2(C) |. 25 E R, L DMSN@Ag/Au F 5k
JEEE, 7N MALDI MS A R 30T B 58 F 4k 25— FHAR 251 ATRE g
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Fig.2 Mean intensities of Na* adducted peaks for 0.1 mg/mL mannitol in 15 experiments using
DMSN@Ag/Au, AuAg alloy, DMSN@Au, DMSN@Ag, CHCA and DHB as the matrix(A), shot-to-
shot and the spot-to-spot reproducibility of 30 times experiments using DMSN@Ag/Au, AuAg
alloy and CHCA(B), mean intensities of Ag® adducted peaks for 0.1 mg/mL mannitol in 15
experiments using DMSN@Ag/Au, AuAg alloy and DMSN@Ag(C)

2.3 ETFTDMSN@Ag/Au I3t 3 €S
JECTE R AT R A AR R BN AR, (BAMR TS R e P R E B B R, AR
T EEPE A G AR, AR . e LR SEge 2 erh, il & 1 DMSN@Ag/Au AN ] LABESE /N F-
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TR MALDI RIS 5, iBTETE I P m/z 196. 98 kb y= RSB BU AL 5 . K15 S5 B2 L vk i
EAUHPIRAS ‘i%éﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁa@ A R IS SR RIS S 1S L, SEBURE S 5
IEFFHTFEE R, Bl T 0. 005~0. 100 mg/mL A ZE N 2 R FIE Z R, LA DMSN@Ag/Au fE R FE 5,
YEAT MALDI-MS A6 .

W 3CA)FNB) Fras, A1 15 S 5m B R R B 0 b THm s , SR IEARSE, 10 Au A5 500 & 0
BARAML . B, BT RNAMR [ Phe+K ] 550 5 HIRE ML EXR, G155 R0 0.947
[IEI 3(B) |5 T8 T RN AR [ Phe+K |5 550 E 5 Au (5 59l BE 1Y FLIE S5 /0 Wik B i 26t 6 &R

EENH R 0. 986 81 3(C) 1, X VLA 254 DMSN@Ag/Au BEHE Au 5 53R /E ]2 e, 7] IS5 81
hﬂ**@%ﬁﬁ% GEL . A AR A E AR P, M L B RE A [ Met+K ] iR A7 2k 2 i, Bl
[ Met+K |/Au #H1 T 7E TG LA 2189 R AT 0. 897 $2 2 0. 939 I 3(E) FMI(F) |, HARNZAR ML, R
. EREAEEH, i F DMSN@Ag/Au VE R 3 RIS, AS{CAT A e; 52 8505 st 4 Qi 201 CRG: I BRI
0. 005 mg/mL), Au*fF 58 AT AE A 2 AT AR 52 e, SB0 R ARG v 2 s A

\

GV Alu* B) 5 05H0)
: 8000 | <
. [PhetK]* R*=0.947 P2 04p R=0.986
1 | < L —
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Fig. 3 Typical MALDI-MS spectra for Phe with different concentrations(A), correlations of intensities
of [Phe+K]" with concentrations of Phe(B) and the ratio of [Phe+K]*/Au* and concentrations of
Phe(C), typical MALDI-MS spectra for Met with different concentrations(D), correlations of
intensities of [Met+K]* with concentrations of Met(E) and the ratio of [Met+K] */Au* and

concentrations of Met(F)
(A) and (D): @. 0. 005 mg/mL; b. 0. 025 mg/mL; c. 0.050 mg/mL; d. 0.075 mg/mL;e. 0. 100 mg/mL.

24 DMSN@Ag/AuFESIRBF M /N FLEE

FENR IR 3G 3B v, A 5 e ST R S5 S WA DG B . MALDI-MS X 43 B 40 oS 1 25 o 3
M R BT, TTAE R L B 5 i, — a2 43 B 0 0 e A n B e ( [ M+Na ] 1 [ M+K ] ) 2Z [] (1)
PE K ZA A HE S S BV JE . DMSN@Ag/Au AT 75 FAR I & A= Ag in A, 7= 4= [ M+Ag ] i £
ST, AR A 5 3 RIS S R B M IR HE . DL DMSN@Ag/Au Sy BBk
RN RN S R AT 7RI, A 4 FTR, 7E m/z 272,08 2k 1 274. 08 Ab 45 2 T [ Phe+'"Ag] T
[Phe+"Ag]*BI{E 5 [ K 4(A) 15 16 m/z 253. 09 F11255. 09 4, 135 T [ Lys+'7Ag]* Fl [ Lys+'“Ag ] {5 5
[E14(B) J. PUERTREEAL, FF5 Ag' F Ag' PR RIAL R A H AR F R LU (51. 84:48. 16). Ak, IAE
0. 500 mg/mLIEAHREL AR (2R RN R . 2R . HEEEE . EA2R) hA 2] T Fk et
AT TR AN 1K 4(C) ], XIEM T DMSN@Ag/Auifs S0 & A Ag inFi ELAT M
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Fig. 4 Typical MALDI-MS spectra of 0. 1 mg/mL phenylalanine(A), 0. 1 mg/mL lysine(B) and mixture
of five standard molecules(0. 500 mg/mL)(C) using DMSN@Ag/Au as the matrix

2.5 DMSN@Ag/Au7EE Z-HE 3K R FnSLERAE A fh RO Bh 25 1L 1 A
oAk P T s T A P o AR A A A A AR h g A B RO T B E A, it — 2R T

DMSN@Ag/Au it £5 it 25 (4 58 1 A SEBRFEA R (RTINBE . B0k, 7EIfa(iR R 2R A H 28 iR
EFRAER TP IA0. 5 mol/L NaCl, {8 ] DMSN@Ag/Au 1 0 KL, #5040 55 h i B 3R 55 R i MALDI A0 .
WES5(A)F(C) IR, 76 m/z 138. 10, 188. 12, 205. 12 443 BI3RA5 T 3 FlAC 159y 14 9 25 o g
[M+Nal*; [FIRF, ZER 8 11 (5 S mg/mL BSA) IR A FRER LA K Bk i 8 TR A s i 21 710y
BB IR 5 [M+Na ] R B I A5 5 [M+'"Ag R M+ CAg |+, FLWHL R T 76 =4k . S & LA
Kb @ M 3SR, Pro, Phe, Man FOSNES F IR 50 B B AT BT , (AR SR AR HEAR X 45

+ B
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Fig.5 Typical Na* adducted peaks of three standard molecules with 0. 5 mol/L NaCl(a), 5 mg/mL BSA(b)

and 0. 5 mol/L. NaCl+5 mg/mL BSA(c)(A), the corresponding averaged signal intensities in 10 experi-
ments using DMSN@Ag/Au as the matrix(B), typical Ag" adducted peaks of five standard molecules
with 0. 5 mol/L. NaCl(a), 5 mg/mL BSA(b) and 0. 5 mol/L. NaCl+5 mg/mL BSA(c) (C), typical mass
spectrum of fetal bovine serum using DMSN@Ag/Au as the matrix(D)

Chem. J. Chinese Universities, 2024, 45(11), 20240325

20240325(6/7)



Jd B3 s Ky %R
Eu CHEMICAL JOURNAL OF CHINESE UNIVERSITIES

EESAKEES5(B) ], FiRGs FAER DMSN@Ag/Au 2K AR AT S I (0 R SR i A I MR . dk M, X
SEBRAG AR M AT T MALDLASI (K1 S(D) ], 4552 H, 7 MR R H DMSN@Ag/Au ik 1H HLAS 3 411
R gE .

ZE LR, A T DMSN@Ag/Au - FF i A Qi oA, S8 T A 02 fit 4B Sl B 4
E . M T DMSN@Ag Hl DMSN@Au, DMSN@Ag/Au AT 5 41#Y MALDIAS IR, #4552 71 0. 5~
3. 0f%. DMSN@Ag/Au7E m/z 196. 98 Kb 1 Au(e 5 IV R o3 BT s A B AR5 FE 2 L, TR 5
SRR IE , R E M UER . DMSN@Ag/Au 15 S0 M) & A2 Ag Al , T Y [ M+ Ag ] * Fil
[M+'"Ag ] ES AT AREH SRR ] . 25 F, DMSN@Ag/Au I R BT R o0 09 3 bRt
AT T A P BRI 7 ) FJEL B

Z % x M
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