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Study on Electrocatalytic Oxidation of Urea by Nickel/Nickel Oxide Composites
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(1.Department of Chemical and Materials Engineering, Lyuliang University, Liiliang 033001, China;
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Abstract: Electrocatalyst for urea oxidation reaction (UOR) was prepared by a simple one-step hydrothermal method using eggshell
membrane as carbon carrier, NiSO,-6H,O as nickel precursor and urea as mineralizer. The components, phases, micromorphology
and valency of the catalysts were characterized by X-ray diftraction (XRD), scanning electron microscopy (SEM), transmission elec-
tron microscopy (TEM) and X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS). The catalytic activity and stability of the electrocatalysts were
evaluated by electrochemical methods such as Cyclic voltammetry (CV). Electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) and i-time
(i-1). The results show that Ni/NiO-C@400 has good electrocatalytic activity (voltage 0.60 V vs SCE, current density 182 mA-cm™?)
and stability (current density retention 95% after 12 h i-¢ test) for urea oxidation reaction, which may be due to the presence of N and
S atoms, Ni is more likely to form the active species Ni*" for urea oxidation. In addition, the synergistic effect of Ni and NiO is more

conducive to maintaining excellent catalytic activity and stability.
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A A BRRE AN BT R AE PR K H R DA AR A BE TR
h FE BRI R RE TR P E AL T H R Y
REVR A AL AT AR AR IR D, SRR LA BB
W E TR R R X RS
BN R S A R A R i 2 —
L i K 2 — B AT B L A R Hb AR A e 1Y
T oK o R R BT AR B (Hydrogen
evolution reaction, HER) I # % [ 1 (Oxygen
evolution reaction, OER ) P /> 24 Jz i 41 B, H
OER % % 3l 1 27 92 1% , sk W o v, BRI 1 F i
IR PRI, 75 BT & AT ) A AR T2k
B A A7 o R 2R A Ak S b7 (Urea oxidation re-
action, UOR) AN J& OER A9 ¥ 76 A0 0, &
AR IR ZR E K A R . M T OER &
2, UOR 1 #2 (CO (NH,) ,-+60H —N,+5H,0+
CO,+6e) W 8l Iy 2 B, B s i B8 A L
£~ 0.37 V., /hF OER i #2119 1.23 VI8,

UOR 1y &of #2 Bk T 52 ¢ 1) 6 W 56 B i
LI, $R &S E A A2 #F UOR S 7 1Y HE A 1k
FIE B9 R R R . 5428 (Rh F Pd)
B LR UOR B A 28 9 i i A0 3G 1 (3 H
His il P A A R R RS 2 A DR PR T A
PR M A Ik PR AN —HEO T
R 0L 4 Jm JE COn s 58 Rl 2555 ) i i fb R
T UOR, fil 40, Yang 25 $2 1 1 il & B A £ &
FLBR Y NI (OH) 98 K, fEH RN 1.82 V
(vs. i X} & B % (Relative hydrogen electrode ,
RHE) ), ZfL 3-Ni (OH) , 44 K J % 8 ih 5
Y HL % (298 mA cem %), K2y T AL
B-Ni(OH), 44k i 18.1 4% . Liu % ™2 T
Z 51 Ni,P 44K A, 78 UOR i i i R oy 1.33
V (vs. RHE) , 7£ 1.60 V (vs. RHE) HL i % J¥ fiE
KH] 9547 mA-em *. HT NLP 4K BA7
B S H MR A Ak )Y A AR R AR DL AR
Tbo X T H AR A= AR G 0 S L RE ) HL A
PR O R A b 3 1 0 14 A% 1 R A AL T
M4 m 5 S RE B4 A B b RHE 25 A T LR
B 1 4 T 1 TR Y e Ab 1R RE

Sl RN = G S AN S 27 N R VAR PSS
B NP RS AT, A6 S TR AR Y AR ) R
T HE A1 B B A ] 45 B A 1 S H AR I 3 B
B A H R E AR TR R A
Sz Tl s R, o SR (Ege-
shell membrane , ESM ) J& — Fh sl #7 5 14 4= W) It
TAHNMSICR, B 850 IR B oy 3 R A
FEAT, WICE (S, N) BRI A Y 2L C n]
DL i ESM 458 . 440, Chang %58 ) & T &
FE AT A2 1Y Co-Co,S,~Ni/N, S H 48 Je i & & 1
B TR D W . Pant 509083 T R Ak 4R
B 25 i B Ak 4E 52 B (Ni-MoC/CESM) , i 1 7K
PR T 20, WF 58 13 & H Tl 9 25 48
R 2= AR . Lu &80 HRGE T — AR R
JEE i &t 2 W 2 LR AE AR AR ik RIS, B
BT 40 oK 9 A AR B A AR R (C@NIO) |, il %8 1Y
L, B2 7 1.00 mol < L' KOH #1 0.33 mol-L ' JR &
ST, IR A E 10 mAem PRHUFE 1.36 V
(vs. RHE ) , ik %1 5 5 19 FL 32 %% 5 (25 mA - cm )
T2 1.46 V (vs. RHE) o # i 09 8 Ui o 47 F 4
2 A8 PR E T, AT AR S ) 25 1R R A4 Ak ) 1) —
A B A PR B AR A T g PeiZ R R, AT LA
W B AL TS PR 0 4 B R al R Y A e W R A
B 5 e S H P A 0 A W B R A R L DT A
EdI R = BN DR (i Aol

AR SR — 2 K A B A B e T £ TR
FALER AN K St A ESM Y R 50 5 A AR
ARG HIRR T HEAL TG & 0K HGR | H
T RE R 2R SR AL v B A TR AL B Y
SR, I 414 L B (SEMD) | B HL B2 (TEMD) Al
X B G T REIE (XPS ) 25 R 4E T B, #F— 4>
BT A RE G 2 T S5 AR 465 ke LA % 3% 1T O 2R
A EE I XA R 9 UOR HL i fb B EAT T
Rt , 25 F 2 B MK $GREE Ry 100 °C, #4 i iR
J& Sk 400 “C il £ 75 2] 1% Ni/NiO-C@400 %} UOR
ELA R s A A 1

IR i)
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Table 1 Main reagents and instruments

T H il 7
JR 2 (CO(NH,),) FE 24k 23R A B2 ]
A ALE (KOH) 25 b2 A FRA
TRAER (NISO6H,0)  FE 254k 24T R F
WA 2R 0.32 mm) LIl AR S AT BR AN A
CHIB60E HLfb2E T AR LI RABIE A F
B BERHEA R F)
I Ve B LTI P S A R )
HLF TR MR —FCA 2 (1) A PR A
WA RSN R ERH A BRA
TR SR A K S A A B m) (L)
A LT B RREE R (P ED A BRA A
BT LT A EENNR S e
X PO TFREREY  FEBR G RBHE (R ED A FRA F]
HEE AW A AEHE KIS SIS A FR A ]
XU AR H AR H 20 7]

1.2 BAFHNHE

MEEFE LR L E B (ESM) , LBRARE 1
HEMEE, HRE L TG, BT &4
LB F KB i R R A& . fEERI G
WMos BRI E LR . 8 F NiSO, - 6H.0
(0.4 mmol) Fil CO (NH, ), (1.2 mmol ) ¥ fi# 1€ 30
mL B4l K i, B A 10 min, R )5 H %% 2 &
A 1.3 g B Y 50 mL B U IR 248 A A4
B v B K A, 7R — R B (80 °C L 100 CHI
120 °C) F/KAKLFE 2 h, SR G HARBREIZE 25 °C, H/i
DA FH R 27K v R, Frid o Ni(OH) @ESM,

NSO, 6H,0  cHN,0

-y

‘m:"::é

3N Ni (OH) @ESM 7 —50 C¥& i T it 7%,
1645 A b H 7E 300 °C L 400 °CF1 500 °C A [
JEF (FHEEZ 2 Comin ), 76 N AR R4
AP 2 h, B AR EIE 25 °C, 15 3 R 5 i
. AT AT A O B AR R Y AR
SRR AR DA 7/ NS g Ry S I
JT ik il 25 45 B BEAE AL TR ) |, X IR
R 2 ORI AN & IR 2R ), 6 BEAE i 3 (S i
Wb NS BN o AN, O TR R )
JEE IR TE LU, 7 S 2k R O K R R RN IR Y
JEE R HE, 3 i A5 B AR 1 (12 5) , X ELRE & 2
(1:1), % HeFEM 3(3:1) 0
1.3 Bk AEE

Jir A Ak 27 52 5% 3 78 CHI 660E HL 4k % T
YEul (L R4 ) AT, R —HRIR R, X
W ARG (3 cmX4 em) , 2 W R i Fl
HORHL M (SCE) o #& Wi 4k 57 (1 mg)
A 10 pL oK G BEH, 8 75 ¥ 10 min, B B34 2
O, U B TE TIAL R B AT (1.5 em < 0.5 cm)
AR TAE B . AR Y T Ak BE N
4 mgeem 2, fEX A adk FE A B AEA, TT
PATE S ny o R v f BT 2 i i AL

2 SCEgER

2.1 EUFINEHARIE

AR TR0 B0 1) A R AL A T AT AL U AL 2
g B0 2 52 BRAE & NS JT R Bk AR AY R 4K
PR TRk ol R, IR AR B o il A AR A
B AN o ORE NPT KR B B NLCOHD) , , JRUA7 3 i

y

B A s A

Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of catalyst synthesis
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16 FE il 45 Ni(OH ) @ESM Rij 984k . 4R )5
FH 2588 F K Wk % 25 B 52 IR 3R T AR BA Y B R
B WTRFFECHEEA N 2L, RH%
T T2 X% Ni(OH) (@ESM 1if 9K {4 #F 17 H 42
7K o Ni(OH) @ESM 7 N, R F A RIEE T
AE 2 h )5, AT DA Bl B 16 N, S 48 44 i ik 1k
FI R NG K q, FH 3 36 T R Ak 7] S R
Koo 38t AN [F] 0 B N EE IR B L 7K BRI R R
P8 T B R R R S A A AR

T W M OB E CE PR R R R X
Ni(OH) @ESM #17 T E 54, WK 2(a),
ERARAAT, FAEREERERHI10C-min ', Eid
X @ 5 Mr (Thermo gravimetric  Analysis,
TGA) i1 £k oK — i 5 45045 2] 5 g #4  43 Br it e
(Derivative thermo gravimetric, DTG) , m K 2
(b) i, I EEIH B & B1A 14> FZAY R EH B
BEoM 350 C~380 °C, fEX — Bt EE A E KR
IF 2 AR AR B A RO B AN OK . 500 (CLLJE ik
R8T [, X A I FE X N T RS ARk A R 6
Ry HE® . PRI, 48 300 °C 400 ‘CHI500 ‘C=4
JLEAE N Ni(OH) , @ESM Y 4 1R, % 4R
[F] 3 T ) 5 15 2 1 2 B A6 A R fh b M e
() 5 ]

W A XS AT S 1K o3 B R R S5 R B )
FIE B i 2(c) Fras, = A1 i ok
() FE i 78 24.5° 48 5 7R 98 06, 3 I PR G o R ik
(002) b AH o B R R 300 C Al 500 “C i 75 51
() FE b AR 4l P AR B 23 B 38 B A N T, 43 5
fir 4 R Ni-C@300 H1 Ni-C@500 , # fi# I B Ky
400 CHE A5 2 B S AR W AR B i, & A
Ni AT NiO 4 1 , Ay 44 4 Ni/NiO-C@400 , H v,
X T RE i Ni—C@300 37 T+ 44.5° 77 5 0 9 P T A
A L 57 T A5 R N (111) & 1 (PDF# 04—
0850) , ¥ T #£ & Ni/NiO-C@400, fii F 37.2°,
43.3° F 62.8" 1Y AT 5 e 43 5 %o 1 T B A R J7 N
T A 45 k) NiO /Y (111) , (200) #1 (220) &
(PDF# 47-1049) o # & Ni-C@500, {7 T 44.5°
A1 51.8" B Sk A A3 5 0 0 PR T B A IO S 4
F4 Ni {5 (111) F1 (200 ) & i (PDF£04-0850) 7
5B 5 Ni-C@300 1 Ni-C@500 A L, #£ i Ni/
NiO-C@400 [ i 5 7% Ni #1 NiO By X 5 8 777 5t
(XRD ) W, SCHR [ 24 1438 2 B Ni FENIO Z [6] /Y

P R 25 B8 i A o 9 DR R A A TG P 2
Ji AT XA S Ni/NIO-C@400 i 17 B A 1 45 1) 3=
fiE o BEAh AR 4 Ni 9 f 3 A7 5 04 (111) fhimr , A
[F] A fie VL B ) A PO RE S A R TR AL, TR
Xf IR 2 H A AN E R AL Sk e RE . 1R s v
LA, an B 2 Co) Biram , f o BRRE & 1 78 AR
AT 400 “CHg e il 153 19 25 11 @400 1 XRD i
B R A B R A — AL T 24.5° 10 FE e, R TG
SETE A Y (002) &4 AT

i 3 B 2O ok R AE R I E AW kA R
&5 i 2 (d) B, b 2otk i T
1350 em ' A U6 Sy 5 4 Bk B /TG T BE B D g
T 1580 em ' A9 I& Sk sp? A2 AL I AR R 2R Y G
U o E TR AR U N 1,/ T R B LU A AR
Ni—-C@300 . Ni/NiO-C@400 1 Ni-C@500 ) Ip/I;
30904 (1.07 . 1.02 #10.97) , £ F 1 580 cm ™ 4b iy
fr 2otk AR, R WITE B AR T B R T
WEZA T sp” & a5, hr =2z /S ik
(A AN TR] 3L ] 4 B R A XIRD &5 SR AH — 3K

A T R O SEM ILE ST T R
M5 TEM 2 W8 Ni/NiO-C@400 £ 5 i I8 5 4
fiE o il 3(a) Ff(b) Frs , Ni/NiO-C@400 2 B
W 2 AR Z5 4, 2% 45 R AT R T A AL R At
PR LR Y BN B . B E S T
% %% (High resolution transmission electron micros-
copy , HRTEM) 25 - W1 3 (¢) FIr7i , 3 44 K iy
B E A B R E T . MBI B
0.246 nm, ¥ BT 11 & A (8] BE 23 510 %6 R F 2 A 1w
U S 7 SE R B A A (111 S 3k XTSI
B’ 3 (c) N B TR, 78 FE i NiI/NIO-C@
400 H (R B K A B LR DL B AR AR .
K3 (d) Tz, BE & Ni/NiO-C@400 i X 5 & fig
i EDS 20 #F £ B, Ni/NiO-C@400 #£ 5 # C, N,
O, S FINi H AT R 4040, 1k i 8 XA 5
T RN 3% B L 4 TEM 1 285 5 5 Ni/NiO-C@400
) XRD &5 FAE# W) 4 .

i 3 3 AR A AR T XSO L BRI
XPS 3k 2 fF Ni/NiO-C@400 F£ 1 i 26 1 #r 45 .
mE 4Ca) s, 23R T Ni/NiO-C@400 J2 i
C.N.O.SHINiCEAMMW ., Hi,C Islg (K
4(b)) ] LAk 1A i = A~ /N0g i F C—C 4
(284.85 eV) , C—N # (286.4 eV) Fl C—O %
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Fig. 2 Characterization of sample
(a) DTG curve of the Ni(OH),@ESM; (b) TGA curve of the Ni(OH),@ESM; (c) XRD patterns of different samples;

(d) Raman spectra of different samples

(289.05 V) o Horfr X} W T C—N /9 % =5 19
W UEBE T A B A A B BT E S R
(8.42%) . N 1s i (B 4(c) ) nT LA LA W i
AN, O 1s I (P 4 (d) T LB 8L A il = A4 0,
O3 B R C—O B (531.45 V) LA K 9y B 0% Bt 1)
K4 F(533.2 eV) o Ni/NiO-C@400 H & & 1 1Y
S(6.66%0 ) H IR T 19 181 SR KM T SR K M 2 A
EFN R — AR, S 2p ik E (K 4(e)) AT L
e A AL T 161.7 eV, 163.1 eV 1 168.9 eV kb
A PU NI, A3 508 TS 2p 3/2.S 2p 1/2 FidiR % 1
AL Ni 2p otk (1 4(f) )855.6 eV Fi1873.3 eV Y
WA 0 1 T N2, S I {8 7 T 856.7 eV Al
875.1 eV Xt i Ni**, 5 S ij fig i Y SC ik [ 27 ] o
Ni** (852.4 eV #1869.6 eV ), Ni** (855.5 eV #il
8732 eV) A 1 eV~4 eV IFE M ¥ 81 . {7 T
861.4 eV F1879.7 eV By I A~ IF J& F Ni (19 I A~
Petn DR, @H , NG Y MoEw A fE, (H2

BRYNK SR T NC TR RT AR S P RN
O JE AL, DTS B H: 15 € JF i A fE A B
e 3 . Ni/NIO 24K i Fl & 1B Rk 4 R 2
() 77 7 L Af 2500, RAB 2 ik B IO AR Y T
HAME RS, I BARHE T AR
2.2 BUEMKAE

K BGER BE A 100 °C L, 2 i % TR 400 CRR
SR TR, 7E 1.00 mol - L & 4 1k B %5 Wi
0.33 mol- L' FREF W, 1k 5 51 % B S5 5 v
=z Be, WA 5(a) s, 78 0.60 V (vs. SCE) B
JER 6 BRAE A 1 B T 1.7 mA - em 2,
X HE AR i 2 HL U B {E R 13.68 mA - cm 7, X B
FE A 3 LU % A M 44 mA - em 2, SE B T %R
FE i X IR AR AR R R A B L ) AR RO
MRS R R IR R IR WA AR A
AL T Al B R e . B BT B R R AR R
AN TR BE IR He X i AR i s A, an 1 5 (b) B
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2 NI(111)
/0.246 pm

B3 Ni/NiO-C@400 B IFRAE
() A1 (b) AN FI AR Ni/NIO-C@400 £ 5 19 SEM E 55 () HRTEM EHE (i EUAZE X AT 5 (d) SEM-EDS B&t A
Fig. 3 Characterization of Ni/NiO-C@400 samples
(a) and (b) SEM images of different magnification; (c¢) HRTEM image (insert showing the SAED pattern); (d) SEM-EDS mappings of
Ni/NiO-C@400
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Fig. 4 XPS spectra of the Ni/NiO-C@400 sample
(a) Survey spectrum; (b) C 1s spectrum; (¢) N 1s spectrum; (d) O 1s spectrum; (e) S 2p spectrum; (f) Ni 2p spectrum
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LA UUE YRR S IR R W EE /RN 1:5,
T:1 R0 3: 1R, il £ 75 2] 1 f# 16 K 7E 0.60 V (vs.
SCE) HL R, HL i % B AE #KF 50 mA - em ™2,
B, B TRE SRR EIRL N 130,
AN TR K A BE (80 °C . 100 “C A1 120 °C) 1y CV X
L, an & 5 (c) i, 76 0.60 V (vs. SCE) |9 HL
JEF, KGR B 100 °CHT (182.12 mA-em *) Y HE
it % B W T KGR B2 80 °C(44.4 mA -em ?)
FI7K R 120 °C (67.4 mA-cm ?) , 247K #IR
& 80 “CH 2 7 B S ik fo , KA ST B
T2k 1 &AL B UL TE AR A, Y K IR R R
100 “CH & 72 It 5 B ff 2 {0, B 5T I 1 359 5 Hh
W& T S A AR DUUE, oK BOR B & 2
120 “CHY, 8558 B 52 302 K €8, UE B /K B B 3
L ESE A G EAE TS, Wi &
ALk BB T B K BAGE BE DRy 100 °C I I 25 15
2 11 4 Ak 39 B 2k SR LR DT TE 3 A & R
T B ARSI AP RE R

7E 1.00 mol - L' & & AL 81 19 3% W vh il 22 1
IR 4 il S 8 90 v A AR R A P e L an 1B 6 (a) Hp
FiioR 3k = AN FE S FE R AL T 0.20 V~0.45 V
(vs. SCE) A — X A4k if J g | X F 2ok [ Nit*
AN 2Z 8] By AT 300 4 4 o 55 H At T DS A A
L, Ni/NiO-C@400 4 4k 55 1y CV ittt e #7511 A2
B K, 5 B Ni/NIO-C@400 xf Jk £ A b A &
Z WG M e o Y H A BT B e R 1.00 mol - L'
S AL B W R 0.33 mol - L' R N, HL %
B, WK 6(b) A, 78 0.60 V (vs.
SCE) iy H, JE F , Ni/NiO-C@400 (182.12 mA -
em ) Y LU & B B B Ni-C@300 (111.48

—
Q
=

mA +cm ?) Fl Ni-C@500 (136.04 mA +cm 2) , £
A s & A DR 2 AL RO o X EE SR HP 4 B R
AP PY/C (20 wto ) M Ak 5701 I 9% B o 47.2
mA - cm 7, 1 B R AL 0 00 4 10 TS O T R A A
7 .

H b 27 06 P H 3R T AL (ECSA) 5 4 1k 1 AE
% F. WE7a) B 7(b) MK 7(c)fim, 1E
0.22 V~0.28 V (vs. SCE) iy B {7 % 11 P, B AR
AL N A A Y DX TR] AAS [R) 9 451 R
W CV., i3 ECSA f gy = 1315 .

ECSA=C,/C", (1)
K, Co SR ZHEAA O, C R A TERE
fiffe BT P B LSO R L2, O 40 pFem 7Y
Al 2155,
dj=Cydv, (2)
Ao Bl 53 ) R A A AR A L A 7
(d) ff 78, Ni-C@300 . Ni/NiO-C@400 #1 Ni-C@
500 B Cy {43 514 3.00 mF <em 2. 5.55 mF -cm 2
434 mF-cm %, B X 2 31 8B Ni-C@300 , Ni/
NiO-C@400 1 Ni-C@500 ) ECSA {843 51}y 75 .
138.75 #1 108.5, 2 B Ni/NiO-C@400 1 1k 7] E.
A e K ECSA, B st al LI b bR 2 F AL ) b7 42
HET B 2 RN TR A AT

LEETBUE SO R K R A T s R ES RS
(a)H Al LLAE 76 1,00 mol - L &0 & Ak 81 1A W
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(a) control sample group; (b) comparison sample groups with different molar ratios of reactants; (c) samples at different hydrother-

mal temperatures
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Fig. 7 Electrochemical test diagram of different samples
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