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Morphological identification and distribution of the
White-crowned Penduline Tit in China
WANG Hui” ZHENG Jia” QUE Pinjia®> LEI Weipan" CHEN De"
( 1)Ministry of Education Key Laboratory for Biodiversity Sciences and Ecological Engineering, College of Life Sciences,
Beijing Normal University, 100875, Beijing, China;
2)Behavioural and Physiological Ecology, Groningen Institute for Evolutionary Life Sciences,
University of Groningen, 9747 AG, Groningen, Netherlands;
3)Chengdu Research Base of Giant Panda Breeding, 610081, Chengdu, Sichuan, China)
Abstract Prior to 2018, known distribution of the White-crowned Penduline Tit (Remiz coronatus) in China

was limited to Xinjiang and northern Ningxia. The emergence of Chinese bird-watchers has resulted in more records

of the bird in Gansu, Shaanxi and Inner Mongolia. However, the similar morphology of White-crowned Penduline Tit

and Chinese Penduline Tit (R. consobrinus) often prevents accurate identification of these 2 species in the field,

misidentification occasionally occurred. Morphological characteristics of White-crowned Penduline Tit and

differences from Chinese Penduline Tit were described in this work in detail. Distribution status of White-crowned

Penduline Tit in China was summarized: the nominate subspecies is a summer visitor in northwest Xinjiang, the

stoliczkae subspecies is a summer visitor in northern Xinjiang, a winter visitor in southern Xinjiang, a summer visitor

and wintering visitor in Ningxia, and a wintering visitor in Gansu, Inner Mongolia and Shaanxi.

Keywords

White-crowned Penduline Tit; Chinese Penduline Tit; moult; distribution; species identification
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