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Abstract: China’s domestic pig breeding industry has a long tradition of utilizing natural plant resources. This study aimed to explore the
history of scientific research activities on the utilization of natural plant resources in the field of pig industry in China from 1950 to 2022, and
then to analyze its laws and summarize relevant experiences and lessons. The analysis found that the relevant scientific research activities can
be divided into the slow development stage before 1980, the rapid development stage from 1981 to 2003, and the high level and stable devel-
opment stage since 2004. Overall, the research on natural plants in the field of pig industry was mainly focused on finding feed alternatives in
the early stage, and then took improving pork quality and swine immune ability as the goal. Recently, the utilization of natural plants in the
domestic pig industry has further developed towards high value—addition, local characteristics and green environmental protection, showing

great potential for development.
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