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Screening of potential interacting molecules of Toxoplasma gondii with host 1L—12
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Abstract; This study aimed to determine whether any Toxoplasma gondii protein directly interacts with host interleukin—12 (IL-12) and
regulates IL—12 signaling, thereby providing further insight into the molecular mechanism of T. gondii immune evasion. By performing immu-
noprecipitation (TP) combined with liquid chromatography—tandem mass spectrometry (LC-MS/MS) , we identified 39 IL—12~interacting
candidates from 7. gondii tachyzoites. Based on the gene annotation and functional analysis, five proteins were selected for further validation
namely T. gondii 14-3-3, elongation factor—1a (EF-1a), small Ras—related protein la (Rabla), B—tubulin, and the hypothetical pro-
tein (HYP). We successfully established the eukaryotic recombinant expression systems for each of these proteins, as well as for [L.—12; and
we conducted bidirectional co—immunoprecipitation assays for verification. The results demonstrated no direct interaction between 14-3-3/
Rabla and IL-12. Intriguingly, B—tubulin and EF—1a exhibited unidirectional interaction signals in forward co—IP assays but not in reverse
assays. Notably, HYP failed to express in the HEK 293 cell system. This study has systematically and, for the first time, explored the direct
interactions between T. gondii proteins and host IL—12, offering novel insights into parasite—driven immune modulation and potential thera-
peutic strategies.
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AN EEtE CD8Y T A, HiAES KE T
£ (IFN) —y 897745 T IFN =~y 7 3] 38 0k o e 441 i
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JENL S, DATEfE ER N AAE . &l 8 57 5 2L %
gl fitn, BRRIKE A (ROP) 16 76 5 JE MUk gL
FUNSOR R 1 F A mrh, i g e A/ B2
Mu g STAT3 F1 STAT6, 4l 1L-12 [ /=4,
P S I fu gzt BRNT,  E R AR B A
FERERS B 518 £ 1L-12 455 A HOgEr 5 T2 &
EH, Wk, A5 s EEd eIt R (1P)
LEGTRAN IS - BB (LS-MS/MS) Jr#r, ik
A 51EF IL-12 856 MWES G+, WIPIRRE SR
B RRAAES IL-12 BEAEWEH, MEHS5ERS
T FE A1 A9 AT DG R B LB AUARHE .

1 RS

1.1 Mk, BEtk, RIS

Midh = % Bt RH Bk A6 B2 B £F 4 40 g
(HFF) FIARE 400 (HEK 293T) miRg Al K2F
B AR R BB E R A, KRB FF A DHS«,
peDNA3. 1 BRLIRAF T AL % 80 C UKAE .
1.2 FERFA

Phanta Max = f& B i . Tag B#. TRIzol ik 7.
DL2000 DNA Marker 71 [v] 5 2H 128551 65 W T R ol v M
e/ F); DNA BRI P VIEG EcoR 1 | Hind Il W F 5
A TaKaRa (Ki%) HIRAHR; BEMGRF &,
RO & . RN ER TR BGAT & T Omega
3wl DMEM (= BB R 9% 3k Bl . B f% stk &
YU Lipofectamine 2000, %5 % -8 R . MGEK
T Thermo Fisher Scientific 2 7l 3 6 4 175 W F
Cytiva 24 )5 /INRPT His AR2EPTIR . /NPT Flag 128
Ui LK HRP ARic (9 L 2B/ BT AR E F 2 =
EWEARABRAF ;& ARG S BERREEHR . o
AR TR MR 36 A W) 5 T25 5L T75 4 jids
Fof . 12 LA BT IR . 6 FLANME HE 57 AW T Nest
ONTE GRAERE . AT T, 15 mL B 50 mL B
DS W T ER AR, TP/WB 2RI T3 = KA
ECL &I T REEAH]

1.3 HREMEH. ER5%5F

SO KA R A B B 37 CCOK IR R,
MEMA 1 mL 5823 FRE (& 10% B4 M55 1%
HEHE TN DMEM $5353) . 1 000 /min &0
5 min, FFEEBR, IMAGEEREFERITIRAEBE
T25 AR IR, BT 5% CO,1 37 C ANl 344
TR

fEAR . BRI AL K 2 80% ~90% (K20, 21k
HALSE 1 000 t/min B> 5 min, ﬁﬁ{%{ﬁ, HEE®
S YL SR A B SRR B 5

AT KGR AR TS VRS 4B 1 mLL TG R
PR, (0 FH A B IR & URAF JE A TR R
AT
1.4 SHEAMER. S&k5%5%EF

Ko B SIE R RAFE BT 37 COKIBH
i, IA T mL 5% 10% i 28 L3 (1) DMEM 85 3% 3t
3 500 r/min B5.0> 10 min, F FIEWEIA 1 mL 5%
5, WATIRAIG# 2 KA HFF 400 60 55 37 b vE4r
Big%

alifk. M58 dE AL 30% ~ 50% 1, i 40
PeL T DA M A RO 5 mL R
AT 5~8 i, 285 pum JEARLIESS 3 500 v/min B0
10 min, VIVERDRLEALE Y HLA

HAE . FH 1 mL JCILE AR A7 B b )5 i ik
IEHEATIRAE
1.5 FARNEE

#4E NCBI ( https : //www. ncbi.nlm. nih. gov/ ) 1 4%
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BARMSGSARA A G (£ 1), fH TRIzol /N
JES RH 5 F 3R EC RNA JFKE 00 51 s 5% 5%
cDNA AR, A% Phanta fif Ui B 13 BC 45 AH W PCR &
Z5RVFERE, #iA PCR P28 R/N S H B9 H K/
—8U5, R DGR S ARl B i B, (A
U] 4 4 ok ) R A i e s A ok, bR
DHSo JERSZ SN, B 7e B BHE BV 00 0F J5 1% 2 8
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B2 B W 4R Opti—-MEM el I 375 55 75 5
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NCBI %55 ERUE S GIE7E2 IYFE (5'—-3") FERIRIN/ bp
FIAE A 2512 IL-12-F CCAAGCTTGCCACCATGTGTCCTCAGAAGCTAACC
NM_001303244. 1 1032
(IL-12) IL-12-R CGGAATTCCTAGTGGTGATGGTGATGATGGGATCGGACCCTGCAG
14-3-3 -F CGGGATCCGCCACCATGGTGAGCACGGATATAGCATTTTC
KYF40741. 1 14-3-3 1012
14-3-3 -R CCCTCGAGTTACTTATCGTCGTCATCCTTGTAATCCTGATCAGCTTGTTCTGCGG
BEE G HYP-F CGCGGATCCGCCACCATGTTGGCAGCGCTAAATGTG
KFG65617. 1 401
(HYP) HYP-R  CCCTCGAGCTACTTATCGTCGTCATCCTTGTAATCCAGAAAATTGCAGGACAGTGG
B-THEEH B-tubulin-F ctagegtttaaacttaagcttGCCACCATGCGTGAGATCGTCCACATC
XP_002369991. 1 ) 1 417
(B-tubulin) B-tubulin-R ggatatetgeagaattcTTACTTATCGTCGTCATCCTTGTAATCTGCTTCGCCTTCGGC
IEAR AT 1o EF-la-F CGGGATCCGCCACCATGGGTAAGGAAAAGACTCACATTAAC
KAF4646195. 1 1387
(EF-1a) EF-1a-R CCCTCGAGTCACTTATCGTCGTCATCCTTGTAATCTTTCTTGGCGGCCTTGAC
Ras fHCE I la Rabla—F CGGGATCCGCCACCATGAAGCCTGAATACGACTATCTTTTC
XP_002370798. 1 649
(Rabla) Rabla-R CCCTCGAGTCACTTATCGTCGTCATCCTTGTAATCGCAACAACCCGAAGAGAC

TP /NG FREROR IR IR

1.7 SHEHRES5HABMEEARNIRIN

FHEERTTIA 1 PBS H44lifbf5 19 RH 358 T 25 % Y
J& 1) HEK 293T 2035 8 3 i, 405 F IP/WB 24 fi#
W4 CIFHE 10~20 min J5, 4 CEL> (13 000 r/min)
10 min, W EIHFBEBARWE.OCE T, BINEAS
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HU50 pL #EERNN ARG 4G B 2H peDNA3. 1-1L-12
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HisTag Fii& (IP-IL-12 41) . /NEUE® 1gG (IP-IgG
XTRRZL) JLIEE ., 4 Cil R, REERTE VR IINA
SR EEARBY), 4 CHEE S h, BEEREES,
JIMA 5%xSDS—=PAGE Protein Loading Buffer, #HE, &
OIFE I, SIEDIER Gk —X =1, &
B #E T SDS — PAGE . Western blot, Jii i 4 #7, 1E
Western blot &2 /NER BT His bR&EHiiR -HE—PL,
P12 10 000 FiRE IS SR EIRR 4 CIFF I, VR
J&, MA HRP fmic iy 5T/ RBUE (125 000 F
B IR E 1 h, WS T ECL &%, Wi,
1.9 RiELEESEELEEEANTHIE

W eV B Ak 2 IR A A s mEA T
B 5 . LT ToxoDB #HE % ( https ://toxodb. org/
toxo/app/ ), fdiFH Mascot 2. 2 B8 X T % 45 5 Jit f 4
WHAT T, SEOE . fRERMEL (C) MEE
B, Ak (M) NEhS8m, &z 2 MR
o A S8 B 0 Ik Bl ik A R K B (FDR <
0.01) Fl Mascot 184y (=20) WHFHk, &4 k%
oG, EETE 3 MY EEE D IRIE =2 &

MR KB E R T~ —2 08, ¥ 1P-1L-12 45
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1.10 co-IPiXIE
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peDNA3. 1-1L-12, XUEFISUELS R 78 5 000 bp 5
1 032 bp ZEA7 ¥ BUAR R K/ B RS54 (&1 1B)
HWFZ5RICER B 4§ 2 HEK 293T 4iif
J&, N R R 54T Western blot &, %5 B R
TE4TF#E 40~ 55 kDa Z B H 554 (&l 10),
FWIH pcDNA3. 1-1L-12 Bt gmfib i 8240 1L-12 21
A[7E HEK 293T 48 EAfi %k,
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IR IL-12 EEY 18 (A), EHRMNEY] (B) X Western blot 3ZiE (C)

A ¥3t4T SDS-PAGE f Western blot /387, 518 /)
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M. EEFRES TR, 1 SIER RH 3 F2EA; 2. IP-/MNRIEHR 166 E4Y; 3. IP-/MNRFIL His inZHEE AW,

B2 SHA2ERSRENEEAWEINTERE (A, B) K Western blot 3iE (C)
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HIETTE R GV AR )5, ISR
BT A o B IR B AT IR BN e A, SRS SE
HEHMZE, i Base Peak K% /x, IP-1L-12 4L
Ko 1P=1gG % RZH v i) A BT 15 41 i 6 v it J32 e o 11
BT AT S) ) SR IRBLEIE S B RCR B, W]
TR0 (E13) o X % i — Ik B ik A7 48 )22

SrHT, IP-IL-12 AP S5 i 155 FaEF, M IP-1gG

X RRZH P S SE M 116 FPEE . LA IP=1gG X HRAH %
SER NS HGAT I, W 1P -TgG X HRAL oA 31

- FREE O 22 A, RS 39 FE TR &
M (R2), WA, 456 HRER L DGe s i 17 it
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.IF<' 501 2850 28.76 4885
2 457 3188 33 AT 440 4958
E 38 56.98
404
357 38.68 (251
305 48.56
25% 637
204
157 s
10; o ggﬁa,, ;
57 350 373 »))
0 : | ‘ s : ; | ‘ | ot :
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 60
B 100 10.70
16.86 2289
22,87
2313
56.23
59.27
56.93
i 2152 | 2388
g 1341 4879
z
2051
4975
18.13
1629
1430 5315
50.81 63.42
6321
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LR & B 8] /min
A. TP-TL-12 41; B. IP-IgG 41,
B3 LC-MS/MS SR HI EEMMKEE
®2 HIL-R2BELZANSERER
L . L s E=N
i 32y BT L s B T
M B wE% kDa
& hect L5l (2 E%  HECT-domain (ubiquitin—transferase) — EPR57942. 1 5 4 0.20 1312.0 6.69
) A containing protein
YR AT 5 Bl TG ) TPA: sentrin—specific protease 3 CEL75758. 1 4 4 1.16 329.9 5.06
sentrin ¢ 5 PE TR H I 3
X RE othetice rotein _ . . . .
BEEA hypothetical protei XP_018636901. 1 4 4 0. 50 690. 5 8.34
Ras FHEEH la Ras-related protein la, partial KFG62242. 1 4 4 16. 83 22.9 7.6
= othetica rotein . . . .
BEEA hypothetical protei KFG65617. 1 6 3 6. 00 13.6 10. 84
R H2By histone H2Bv EPR57863. 1 3 3 0. 187 13.7 10. 55
WEMSEE LSS ®R putative calmodulin—binding carboxy—ter- EPR59352. 1 3 3 3.61 86.3 5.4

HA o YR By 2 R R
HH

minal kinesin-like family protein
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P oAtk e MREL W IRBULTIE e
A KBB mF% kDa

TR & N F eIF3 W translation initiation factor eIF3 subunit KFG38842. 1 3 3 0. 006 422.0 6.12
3135 135, partial
REE A hypothetical protein KFH03092. 1 3 3 0. 006 9 316.3 7.83
EEH hypothetical protein KFH13227. 1 3 3 0.99 223.5 9.76
PRI heat shock protein KYF40383. 1 3 3 2.75 78.3 6. 84
B AE {7 2 KR putative translation elongation factor 2 PIM02405. 1 3 3 2.42 106. 6 6.67
HH family protein
BoEE A hypothetical protein RQX67346. 1 3 3 2.30 112.5 8.82
B MAE R A B-tubulin XP_002369991. 1 3 3 7.35 0.1 4.72
T RNA P3P IEE Y RNA recognition motif—containing protein RQX67811. 1 3 3 1.83 124.7 9
EEH hypothetical protein EPT30649. 1 7 2 0.59 259.4 8.42

F RNA P RNA recognition motif—containing protein EPT27737. 1 6 2 0.70 160. 2 8.71
EEN hypothetical protein PIMO01300. 1 5 2 0.91 215.8 6. 69
BEEN hypothetical protein EPT30195. 1 4 2 1.17 152.1 8.7
SR aurora kinase KAF4642871. 1 4 2 0. 64 298.2 9.24
14-3-3 &N 14-3-3 protein BAA25996. 1 4 2 6.77 30.7 4.7
A F - 1o putative elongation factor-1a (EF-1a) KAF4646195. 1 4 2 7.59 49.0 9.02
Mz 2t =R A M putative neurofilament triplet  protein RQX68373. 1 4 2 1.02 160. 3 9.7

M, partial

EEN hypothetical protein EPT30153. 1 3 2 0.83 187.6 4.94
e & hypothetical protein KAF4639747. 1 3 2 0.94 364.3 6.54
e 2 hypothetical protein KFG30883. 1 3 2 1.10 117.5 9.24
PF2 arrest F¢ 7R putative PF2 arrest specific protein 8/11 KFG46549. 1 3 2 4.28 54.6 6.52
& WD Z5#3 . G-B WD domain, G—p repeat—containing pro- KFH07733. 1 3 2 0. 81 132.0 8.48
EIFHIE A tein
e 2 hypothetical protein KFH14028. 1 3 2 0.31 653. 4 8.87
e & A hypothetical protein KYF43672. 1 3 2 0.47 253.7 4.88
BEEA hypothetical protein PIMO04376. 1 3 2 4.59 33.3 9.31
PR putative transmembrane protein PUA84069. 1 3 2 0.43 374.8 5.13
EREE A BiP chaperonin protein BiP RQX72552. 1 3 2 3.59 73.3 5.23
BoEE A hypothetical protein XP_018637115. 1 3 2 2.25 68.6 5.94
1 H3. 3 AR histone H3. 3 variant AAM95790. 1 2 2 8.09 15.4 11.29

LRI LTV BEFMIE R . TPA: hypothetical protein CEL72521. 1 2 2 5.15 46.0 8. 66
BEEA

HEAVETIE BRI E 7. TPA. hypothetical protein CEL73092. 1 2 2 0.27 504.9 5.83
e

PRI 7RG 77 : TPA . hypothetical protein CEL73093. 1 2 2 1.25 108.9 5.84
EEN
£ alveolin 5 #9381y ' TPA: alveolin domain containing interme- CEL74317. 1 2 2 3.41 83.3 8. 65

I 22

diate filament IMC14

2.4

lg?’_—n =] ﬁ%ﬁﬁiﬂil_ *i*’]@
PES I BB T RNA, 55 4R B ¢DNA Jf

PCR, ZBUHE A

Sii
EF-1a, Rabla,
KNG R 649

R W 14-3-3

HYP ., B-tubulin &K ] PCR /=4

1390, 401, 1 387,

1012 bp 247

(FUINE Flag br280750) (B 4A) o 53000 14-3-
3. EF-la, Rabla, HYP % 4 FpELH 94" 14 7= 5
pcDNA3. 1 ZRARIEA TR, HAg # Al 4 Fh 20 BA%
FRFRE (B 4B) , XF B—tubulin & R )4 F [H] 6 &
LA E A RIB TR, MFZ5R BN 5 FhE A RA
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JBR YA )
2.5 IL-R2 BEAEGEANEREKIE

5 FhE 4 FORFE YL 2= HEK 293T 4, i1
Western blot f il #4125 I Rk ML, SR B~ 7
Y45 pcDNA3. 1 — Rabla, pcDNA3.1 - B — tubulin,

pcDNA3. 1-EF-1a, pcDNA3. 1-14-3-3 &40 fi ki
A bp M 1 2 3 4 5

2 000

1500

1000
750

500

250

100

A M 47 7= 4 mT Bl /N BT Flag pR 2 BriRR 5], 4351
1E23, 51, 49, 31 kDa AbHHBLH & (K 5), 1
YL peDNA3. 1-HYP 540 J50kE 19 41 o 224 £ 4 K 9k
PO, PA B g5 R B, 5P B Rabla, B —tubulin,
EF-la, 14-3-3 A 7E HEK 293T 43Kk,
M HYP & HNAREIS,

M 6 7 8 9 10

MI1. DNA 4> FEF5#E DL2000; 1. Rabla; 2. B-tubulin; 3. HYP; 4. EF-1la; 5. 14-3-3; M2. DNA /> T & F5ifE DL5000; 6. pcDNA3.1-
Rabla; 7. pcDNA3. 1-B-tubulin; 8. pcDNA3.1-HYP; 9. pcDNA3.1-EF-la; 10. pcDNA3. 1-14-3-3,

B4 IL-REESFSEANERYIE (A) REARKNEY (B) KiE

kDa M 1

180
130

100
70 .. i

55—

4 ——

35 amate

e
10 .

2

e

3 4 5

e
“

M. FEH bR FiE; 1. peDNA3. 1-Rabla; 2. pcDNA3. 1-B-tubulin; 3. pcDNA3. 1-HYP; 4. pcDNA3. 1-EF-1la; 5. pcDNA3. 1-14-3-3,

5 Western blot 3&iF 5 fiE A AR HEK 293T 4R R R RIE

BELEEDTFE5/IMR IL-12 B co-IP BiE
G35 4 FhEE L] F IR RS peDNA3. 1-1L-12 i
WL YL fl 4 PP E LS A 0 F (Rabla, B -
tubulin, EF-la DL & 14-3-3) S5/pEIL-12 3Lk
T HEK 293T #iffir, 435 d /N BT His AR diik
S/NRPT Flag AREHUIRIEATIE R 1) co-IP, BLE LI/
FUEHR IgG A FAPEXT B Western blot K1 i 7~ , 7E

2.6

Rabla, 14-3-3 5 IL-12 B9 co—IP BiiFH, 1FJ2 )
co—IP ZF YRR (K 6A, 6C) . TMAE EF-1a,
B-tubulin 5 IL-12 1) co-IP BAEH, AJYEIE[A] co-IP
FRGII Y EF- 1o 55 B—tubulin AN 4535, 1076 52 1)
co—IP FRKM I 5 IL-12 455 & (E 6B,
6D) ., VI EZRER, 4 SR REAYAES /MR
IL-12 P=A B 2 A
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A Ip-Flag Ip-His IgG

14-3-3

[

Ip-His Ip-Flag IgG

IL-12

!

Ip-Flag Ip-His IgG

Rabla

)
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