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Abstract ; The aim of this study was to investigate lambs’ behavior changes during the early—suckling stages. A total of 32 small—tailed Han
lambs (1 day of age, (3.50+0.23) kg of initial weight) were used in both summer and winter in this experiment, with a total of 4 batches
(2 batches in each season). The lambs were raised with their mother in one pen. Each batch of lambs was distributed into 4 pens, with 2
lambs and one lactating ewe for each pen. The lambs’ behaviors in both summer and winter in the period from d 1 to d 5d of age after birth
was recorded using video technology, and the frequencies and the timing of suckling, feed exploring, lying, and standing of lambs were ana-
lyzed. Meanwhile, the lying position of the lambs in the pen was also investigated. The results showed that, with the increasing of ages, the
frequency and duration of suckling of the lambs in both summer and winter demonstrated a significant change, with the above two parameters
were lower at day 5 than that at day 1 (P<0.05). The daily average time of feed exploring increased by 37. 71% in summer and 50. 00% in
winter. Moreover, the daily average suckling frequency and duration were greater in winter ( P<0. 05) than those in summer. as the lamb ages
increased, their lying duration in winter showed a decrease, by 1. 00 h at day 5, compared with that at day 1. Also, the daily lying frequency
and duration in winter was lower by 2. 39 h (P<0.05) than that in summer. The lambs’ lying positions in both summer and winter indicated

that they would prefer to lie in the edge zone, with an average proportion of 79. 02% in summer and 43. 75% in winter; and the proportion
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in summer was greater ( P<0.05) than that in winter. However, in winter, the average in—the—center—of—pen lying proportion was greater

(P<0.05) than that in summer. The results of this study suggested that the lambs’ behavior changes in the early—suckling stage would pro-

vide a reference for breeding management.
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