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Effects of feed supplemented with crude extract of Astragalus and ginseng leaves
on reproductive performance of sows and growth of piglets
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Abstract ; This srudy was to investigate the effects of dietary crude extract of Astragalus and ginseng leaf on lactation, reproductive perform-
ance of lactating sows and on growth of piglets. Some multiparous or primiparous sows were selected from three pig farms in Hubei, Hainan
and Heilongjiang provinces, respectively. Then, the effects of dietary crude extract of Astragalus and ginseng leaves on the reproductive per-
formance of sows and the growth of piglets were observed. In a pig farm located in Hubei Province, 149 pregnant sows at 94 days of gestation
were randomly assigned to either a control group (n=74) or an experimental group (n=75). In a pig farm in Hainan Province, 50 primipa-
rous and multiparous sows were randomly selected and divided into a control group (n=25) and an experimental group (n=25). Similarly,
in a pig farm in Heilongjiang Province, 40 primiparous and multiparous sows were randomly allocated to either a control group (n=20) or an
experimental group (n=20). Next, starting from the 94th day of gestation, a compound traditional Chinese medicine formulation was admin-
istered to the piglets of each group until weaning. The daily dosage was 15 grams per sow, administered once daily. The results were as fol-
lows : After adding the traditional Chinese medicine compound into the diet, the reproductive performance of the sows was improved to a cer-
tain extent, and the weight gain of the piglets after weaning was significantly increased (P<0. 05) ; the litter death, the rate of weaning death
and diarrhea were significantly decreased (P<0.05) ; the birth time of the sows was significantly shortened ( P<0.05), the rate of weaning
quality was significantly increased (P<0.05), and the backfat thickness of the sows was increased. The seven—day cut—off rate of the sows
was increased. In conclusion, dietary supplementation of crude extract of Asiragalus and ginseng leaves effectively improved the health of the
sows and piglets, and raised the quality of piglets at weaning.
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