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Screening and identification of mitochondrial targeted small molecular
compounds against Japanese encephalitis virus

LI Xiaohan,CHEN Jing,ZHOU Bin "

(College of Veterinary Medicine ,Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract ; [ Objectives ] Mitochondria, an important energy metabolism organelle, can not only affect virus replication by regulating
host innate immunity,but also its biological function changes are significant involved in virus life cycle. This study aimed to search
for mitochondrial targeting compounds that inhibited Japanese encephalitis virus(JEV). [ Methods]In this study,382 mitochondrial
targeting compounds were indentified in wvitro through experiments such as CCK-8, indirect immunofluorescence, Western blot,
RT-qPCR and cytokine detection tests, and the screening results were further validated in mice. [ Results ] Through preliminary
screening of drugs,9 suspected anti-JEV drugs were selected from 382 drugs. Further in vitro molecular screening determined that 3
of these drugs had significant inhibitory effects on JEV replication,namely sodium 2-oxopropanoate , brequinar and echinacoside. The
results of mouse animal experiments showed that the three drugs effectively inhibited the proliferation of JEV in mice,and the body
weight of the treated mice increased significantly compared to the control group. The virus content in the blood was lower, the
mortality rate was lower, and the cytokine levels showed significant changes, with the most significant change in the buquinavir-
treated group. [ Conclusions ] This study successfully screened three anti JEV mitochondrial targeting compounds, providing new idea
for exploring the impact of mitochondria on viral replication,and also for clinical drug research on anti-JEV.
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498 BMoa oKk L K % % HK %415

T, AR BRHGE 2T 69 000 Bif JE e Hop2— 2 i 538 5 W1 2 S BUK A B s 28140, 45 29
174 W BFHBASFETTY ) JEV BRI CE SRS AR, R R TR JEV R
Pl AR TT I o AR, H T AR g SR e v BIR A ) 2R UL, K2 809 11 JE g 19 & A= AR JEV 22 ¥ 113
B EHRT, AR BA A ST JEV B2y B £t JEV 25T & B G H 2,

SRR E RIS SAMIY RE RS, R P AR RE R B R A — A U B
SERE NI A VR 2208 45, PR SR PN R | X BB O AAE RS I T Y IR T AR, A A TR A iy A B
IV, 2RI PR A A R R R B R (S S LR AR Y 1 AR AR TSR ) e 200 i P A R 2 A
RS- ST Ak R ATP IS Ml 1) SR A e 20 M 14 /7 22 3 B0 0 A v R G s P, A R e 7=
H BB R Ak . = FRBR UG IR (tricarboxylic acid cycle, TCA) 8545 5 & 5 8 & P o 28 | I/ T2 F#A ™= A4
AR Ok 2 I Y R, 1 BN 1 R 2B B SRR T R B2 A G, 1T M 4R (reactive oxygen
species, ROS) FURRG N, S ALBEIR Ik J2 ATP 7=yt o ERG, GORiA B N Ry e O 1l A | bl 28
AHOCEE B 2 BT B R R —

P B Y S — D SIS R AR, T R AT SR AN i Z2 R A0 A | T 2ok A 2 5 2R R 0 52 I
e, WESE S B, 38 A 0 ) 2O A S A A SOk R R Az, AT DL 3 ) OB AR BT R S S
( mitochondrial antiviral signaling, MAVS) 2 TG PE , NI FEHT MAVS 8 FAPURREIETE" . kiAot 41 i vH
TR R e R A ) — DT . IR O @i 1 — 2875 ORI 5 ORLAR IR H A7, T 2ok 4 fi5E
FLAE 14 88 1T LR ISR P 55 5 1 | 5 BB AR JE 1 0 8 R R AR ZE I RE I T2 2R 2 AR i TR
[F) A B RE S 1A 19 L AT I , s R IR 2515 S 4 ) 2 1R Y ROS 77 4E . ROS MG AN AT REAT B T2k A A= 1)
RE2A RIS . RZAdoRe , DI RE S I SR Tl i 2 Ab 1 8, S BORe i o e A4 T2 L R, S T S A
PR ARATE JEV I AYVERT, TR T 200 B8 10 B AIL ], T e £ xd JEV B9 ZORLRFE 17/ 73 11k
W EREE,

LI LU, AT AL S W PR 382 FPZORLAARE [l /N T W), 32 iy SR AR
1 ATP & 1N (ATP synthase) (SR FI I (mitophagy ) \ROS 451X £8/IN g3 25 1) i 2B Wy il 1 ) LA
ZRIRIRAE TLORLA G AR 115 3B B | ST BRI (L (I | ZoRifA Ca™ I8 715 LA K 2o /b =3 Jon
ARk ROS B BRI AL NIEE R A TR AR OC 2 W T e e WF 98 (i B T,

AREERXF JEV, 766 U 40 (BHK-21) 13 1 CCK-8, # [ E[1 i ( Western blot) | 5% ¢ & & PCR
(RT-qPCR) Fl[a]#% 48 ¢ )6 (indirect immunofluorescence assay , IFA ) 55 0 X 2R AR [m] 259 22 1) 382 Fir
WA TR B KT8 T G 3 RS MIAE CSTBL/6 /NRAR N IEATIRUE , X SERF 58 ASAUAT Bh T 5 1o ke
2 R ) A R T ELAT B TR S AR AR ELAE P 8 s o A AL B 0 OCHED R O ik
TSR BURRE 2 L S T LR R AL R AT, R AL TR 2 4

1 57

1.1 ZHRafnEHE

G UE 4N ( BHK-21) #1 JEV NJ-2008 #k ( GenBank % 5%5 . GQ918133) A S IR {17 .
1.2 RKEzh¥ XTI R AEE

IR . SPF 9% C57BL/6 ik 56/INRIW H M K2 S sh W (3 JRig/ Mibe/12 ¢) .

FZRF . CCK-8 5 [ & b (5 ( L1 ) AR PR A B R (ABS50003, 585 ) 5 JEV 9658 &5 | 9
AT A TRE () e A8 BN 5 1 ; TRIzol I H TaKaRa(9109) ;JEV NS5 H 5 FEHTIA F 42 ik
b K2 P I R s BLUR B-actin W 19 Santa cruz 23 W) (SC - 8432) 5 £k ki AR B0 ) Ak A W E W B
MedChemExpress 2\ 7 (HY-1089) ; DMEM 4 Jfid 15 7 4 S & W B Gibeo 24 1) (8122778 ,10099141C) 5 /Nl
0375 248 AT i 5 5 T ) v o AR DA A P B A R 23w ( SBJ-HO0038 - 48T, SBI -H0465-48T , SB] -
HO0465-48T) ; 41 ROS I &4 H Sigma 23 7] (Mak143) .

FEANES 4 A B E ALK (R GRS, rhE) | AR VKA (SANYO, HAS) , 4 fbik
K2 %6 SR 98 G 1 PCR A4 QuantStudio 6( Thermo Fisher Scientific , 3¢ ) , 81§ TAE & Fl A= 94 446
(DML ZALE T E) | T B AL VKR (Tanon, H[E) | 88 75 B8 64X (R 5t S8 BR, D) A2 ROGUR R 58
(Tanon, " [ ), i &= # W 2%, & .0 L ( Eppendorf, £ [€] ) | ThermoNanoDrop 2000 43 Y6 % & i1 ( Thermo
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Scientific, £ [H) ,
1.3 HASHMEIMNFEREE
1.3.1 MW BSERMNE 2595 iR 258 L 6 ( DMSO ) #E1 7 B, Bl 25 W) Ik
BE S Gk BE LR RS 5 ARREE  [RII 37, DMSO XJHR4H . % BHK-21 40 96 FLAN RS 3 | 78 40 il
LR 2 80% I}, 35 FEAREEFLIMA 10 WL ARIRIR BE RO 259 K an i % 25 37 CH53%4 ., 48 h 5l
FFLIMA 10 pl. CCK-8 35, K 96 FLARTE 37 CHFE 1 h, FHEFAR G %E 7E 450 nm AL FIWGIE (A, ) , FHE
AR MLAE TS 5 0 25 W s TR

AMAIE R = (A,-A,)/(A,-A,) 1x100% ; MK = (A,-A.)/(A,-A,) 1x100% .,
KA, AL (O A AR FREE  CCK-8 1R 254) OB ; A, Joxd BEFL (3% A 20 M Y 15 57 2 L CCK-8
A, TC2) WGAE A, A2s AL OR S i 259 i 15 7% 3k . CCK-8 157 OB
1.3.2 ZLWEEEREAZERAFESHYNG LWL D a0 R 1.3.1 73 b Brsfi & 1 s
W PN DMEM 58 2 B5 355 (SRR 2% 645 135 ) . # BHK-21 44T 96 FLAN LI 724k
o TR S AL AR LY 80% It B JEV (MOI=0.1) Y4, 1.5 h J5 B &5 A 259 1) DMEM 58 4
BrFRL RSB SE 48 b BfS A ARLINA 10 WL CCK-8 i, # Br et AE B 540 NI & 1 h, fie)m R FRAY
DIZEAE 450 nm ALHIWOGAE (D5, ) 385 1.3.1 5 AR A MAFETE R, 0125 i vt JEV 259, IL4h,
TE 9 PR RRFEE(S]) , B /e B E R 30 pmol - L', AR 4JE CCK-8 4 AU B 11 45 AR 155 2
J 2B AEHRE (CCg ) (pmol - L71) ARG E 0.1 ~1 umol - L™ 25 Wk 5 B 5E 9 Fh 25 Wy K 50 &bk Ji
(EC,pmol - L") o ARHEUN N AR IEREFEEL(SI) :SI=CCy)/ECs, .
1.3.3 [EEFEREE (IFA) WIEMFZEH  MRYs 1.3.2 W hRiifs 24T JEV 259, K HAe i ek g
U B P AR B A Bl 3 N EERBEE IR DMEM 5S¢ 485 37 Kb K BHK-21 40 i 15T 24 FLAN MBS
Feti b, A0 A 55 AR ZY 80% 1 4 JEV(MOI=0.1) B 4L, 1~ 1.5 h J5 45 A 254 19 DMEM 5% 285
FREE, 48 h IR T 4% (R EL) Z2 8 W= IR 52, 0.1% (PR FLS340) Triton 3B, 20 ¢+ L7 BSA &t
M, ZJE It/ MR JEV-E —3T 4 CIEF L4, PBST 3% 3 UK, BN HRP ARy LT/ 1gG =390, %
U E 1 h, PBST ¥k 3 YR, 5 Jl DAPI 4%, 8 ~ 10 min, PBST %% 3 ¥k, T 96 W idss N WA, JEV-E
Pebric SOk,
1.3.4 ZFEAHENiT %L (Western blot) IIEMIFZEY ARG 1.3.2 Wi 21 MHt JEV 254 % HAeE vk
I BN R B A B Al 3 MR BEREEE N DMEM 58485353 b D BHK-21 40 i35 T 24 FLAH M5
Fetrh , PR A o LIS AL 24 80% I, Jill JEV (MOL=0.1) L4, 1.5 h J5 B4 5 4 254 1% DMEM
SEeNEFREL, 48 h SR ALV 1Y PBS BE 3 UK, BEALIIA 160 wL RIPA 24, VK F24# 20 ~30 min,
WA S A LTI 5xSDS INFEZE il , B KV 5 2 6 10 min J5 i@ 3 SDS-PAGE 43 55 24 fift i
ORE P, W L RIS R 2T 4E 2 1 SR J5 T JEV NS5 B BAHT HE4T Western blot K1 | [F] G B-actin
PUARAE R T B
1.3.5 HEES(ROS) K FRIM M ARG ST H 4 I 2 21 i 332 T 1Y 96 FLAR A P4l B, T
37 °C 5%CO, 3557, 14 M S5 LR T FRZY 80% 1 K JEV JERUL 40 (MOL=0.1),1.5 h JE #5254
) DMEM 5S¢4 55 35 58 QK225 5% 24 h, BFLINA 100 mL & 26 AL e 1 3 R W IR-& 9, W& 1 h, LA
0.5 nmol - L™ H,0, iy FHHXT IR, I %E 525 nm AL MRIEAR (Auy ) o A 40~ 233153 ROS [ AH X 7K .
ROS AR IKA- = Aysope o/ Asope o
1.3.6 N _SFFERSE(DHODH) Rix/KFEHKEM KR T 6 fFLATMEMR, 37 °C 5%CO,
BE SR o A M7 35 AL T AR Y 80% ) b JEV B4R (MOI=0.1) ,1.5 h J5 45 A 259 1) DMEM 564
FRFRHE  UREERE SR 24 h, AT TRIzol {51 $2 BUBIL /N BRI T A9 B RNA 306 5% 545 3] cDNA |, 3 i 52 B ¢
JtE# PCR(qPCR) K3l DHODH mRNA 381k /K-F, #| ] DNAMan 6.0 ¥+t DHODH J: R FIH 2
B-actin FEA 1Y (F 1) .
1.4 e
141 RIEEIT ARE 1.3.3 M 134 T E R 3 R BT R 259 8 B R 4N A s IR A SR A, S R
23R Y B ,FFJ%T%T PBS %%Uﬁﬁ*%ﬁi%ﬁ”%éﬂ(200 mg-m[f1 ) %Mﬁ?ﬂjizﬂ(ﬂ) mg-m[f1 ) ,%R/J\
FESS 0.1 mL, 41 10 H/NER ; [RIBT 1257 PBS X RRZH, /NECR A 3 AR SPF 9 C57BL/6 /N, ATl 3
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S BUFE , LA 100 PRU AT IR IR G . r U BLILER 2, B3 Jn B R AR N E H 45 25, EL 3
RIRFET: . B REHRMEFKR 1M 500 L IFc st/ AR E AR b S AF TG
®1 KRAEESIMWFT

Table 1 Primers sequence for real-time PCR

HFZFK Gene Name L3595 Forward primer sequence(5'—3") TUEB1HF 51 Reverse primer sequence(5'—3")
JEV E AGAGCGGGGAAAAAGGTCAT TTTCACGCTCTTTCTACAGT
B-actin CTCCATCATGAAGTGCGACGT GTGATCTCCTTCTGCATCCTGTC
DHODH AGATCTGTCGACCCAGACGA CTCCAATGGCGTCTGTCACT

x2 REHAE

Table 2 Grouping of experiments

2% Drug W # Virus infection 4 R 2555 Drug dosage per mouse W% Number of mice
TR T P J& Yes 2 mg-mL™",0.1 mL 10
Sodium 2-oxopropanoate J& Yes 20 mg-mL™",0.1 mL 10
A AR J& Yes 2 mg-mL_I ,0.1 mL 10
Brequinar J& Yes 20 mg-mL™",0.1 mL 10
A2 1T 7= Yes 2 mg-mL™",0.1 mL 10
Echinacoside J2 Yes 20 mg-mL™",0.1 mL 10
it A J2 Yes PBS,0.1 mL 10

Control % No PBS,0.1 mL

142 WHEEPCR FWMNRENRSZSEE (I TRIzol I FE U/ NI AT S RNA 5
S35 cDNA . 7E Q6 SEBF PCR &4, {#i ] Eva green 2xqPCR master mix ifiid gPCR #:1 JEV E mRNA
ekt 2R 284 JEV E mRNA BRI k7K,

1.4.3 MMBEGERMNBRENNKRSZSE K BHK-21 40555 T 6 FLANMES S A b, 7458 40 i 7 25 LV
FAZ 80% ), FI I DMEM #5555 Hof R AR (/N BN T 10 5 EUAR R, B4 Mk B2 A% B0 AL BHK-21 41 /it
Biaflrb Bl 1 mL, SRR H A 3 fL. 37 CURHT 1.5 h S5 FEREFRU, A 40 °C Zc 45 1 3 (I s Bl
BE) 2xDMEM 355556 &£l 2 mL, 58 R BEE fE 4R Ei45 95 72 b, BALINA 1 mL 25 S AL 6, 4 b J5 ok
T MRS BRSO SR TSR A S BB SR (PFU - mL™") = BN R Il BT 800 3 76
R I8 AL A & (mL) |

144 NMREPNREMRBEFREORN REN/DNEIMB AR T AREER 10~20 min,3 000 g &
TEGL 20 min, WAE BTS2 IR TNF-oo IFN-o F1 TL-6 328070 &0 U8 B A5 64T AR IS 4R | 505 406 I 4 4% L %)
WA (A 5o ) I TIAH I 40 i PR

2 HBRES

21 ZHAEEERAAZERKRFSHYAIGLER

HRE 25 AN B PR T 45 5,382 FHZGH M ETE 10 pumol - L7 AR B JCA0 M a2 1, IR A 10 ol - L™
HEAT5 YT JEV BITIRES , (H CCK-8 A T AR A XS gL AR X 1 1 . 25 SRR W, X 382 24
YIHATAEER G 9 A2 AL S A0 EAE S R U 0 i T BT B AT T JEV ik 258, AR ) i 45
R ERR YR ] 30 wmol - L7, 45 5 /R 76 P vk BE N 25 0% A B S A9 40 e B 14, AR 9 ST=CCy/
EC,, FTA 25 SIERT 15K 1), BAT IR AR5 S
2.2 RIEHM I MAYHEIMBERNRETE

I IFA WEE JEV S HITEOL, 4558 (B 2) s R0 O Ry b 3 okt JEV (195 A B 4 i 4
A, 43 5 A A B BR £ ( sodium 2-oxopropanoate ) A5 M8 ( brequinar ) A8 H2 2454 (echinacoside) . X JEV L
R R 7 10 wmol - L™ 4R 257 T, ARMEAR KT JEV 30 HI F2 B fe 5, JEV YL RAUA 17% , 3
U2 TR RR 61 S AN R AT R 254, JEV MR R 350 419%F1 33%

Western blot £l JEV NS5 25 FH (k160 , W1 Image] FAFHEAT ARG BE /0, 45 58 (4 3) s .
9 FPLRLARZS YA 3 FioT JEV A B MG VR, 43 500 TR R R 4k A s IR S AN SR 4G 1, 55 TFA Mo e 45
-,
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Fig.1 Screening of mitochondrial targeted compound libraries against
Japanese encephalitis virus( JEV ) replication
A. TR AR I B, CCK-8 BREYMIRITHAS S ; C. 9 R 25 Myt B B S 4y 7K,
A. Drug screening flow chart; B. Preliminary drug screening results by CCK-8 method ; C. Selectivity index and

molecular formula of 9 primary screening drugs.

2.3 HAEREESR(ROS) KFER S K SE(DHODH ) £ ERIAKTE

H T Sodium 2-oxopropanoate 1 Echinacoside & ROS #l#ill 5 , 1 Brequinar & DHODH il 57 , & A17 43
ST AN AR AT TR, 255 (18 4) TR 7E 10 wmol - L™ 25 W0k BE T, 7N R 1R A FIA 55 45 1 b B2
ROS /K43 51 F B 50% F1 47% , A ARAL FRZH () DHODH 335 7KK [ 50% , 2 13X 3 Fl/Nr T16 & 01
BRI T AR A R R 1 R 35
24 3MAYMEANRBELREE

HRAE A AL 0 (0 45 5 FRAT e B LA BB BT JEV SV R 3 i 24 40 1A T 1 A A7 s R B v SR 44
HEFT SR, o A% 2 2R, ARYE S H et /N RIR E AR IS L (B S) , UERGL JEV /5 5 d i,
Xof R /N AR B KB AR 52 512 d, AHAOU BRAE 3 A2 I i A s B 25 5 1T 3 R 2 mi il e 4h 2 4
WL 25 (P<0.05) . JET-HRGE I B/R JBYLG 14 d, X BBYLERE RN 30% , T3 FR4M A7 s AR KA
AR 12 25 2 LTG50 90 R 50% .60% F1 50% , i 71 2 25 25 AL A7 453 3R 60% .80% i1 60% , 2 3
FR2G P 7e/N SR B JEV & 614G B I 7E A, B Brequinar 3T JEV RCR A,

FIH TRIzol 3543 BIFRBUNR JEV JEYLS 7~10 d B4 ILE RNA, SO sk qPCR K JEV mRNA
MK, 255 (1 6) R -3 B2 i A s IR 20 /0N BRUVR P9 s 3 7 it doe (IR, S 35 IR TR IR Ay 2 259
2/ B P B O A T TR, A 3 Rl 2 e /N RUAR NI T JEV I,
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Fig. 2 Indirect immunofluorescence( IFA ) detection of the effects of nine drugs on JEV replication
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A. Indirect immunofluorescence assay results of 9 primary screening drugs;B. JEV infection relative fluorescence intensity ( RF1)
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under the influence of primary screening drugs.

B A E JEV 5 10 d Y IMVBAEAS | s 38 5 R4 T B S , R 2 L JEV 5 10 d /MR N
(e T B IR B . 2551 (181 7) SR <3 A, i s L R A WS IR 45 24 ), /0 BRUPR PR 19 0 0 2 e 1K
E_I:l_wj'ﬁmi’l‘ﬁ{ﬂ' BT -3,

I FH 240 B R R A DU R e 10 d 4/ BRI 37 P 4 B R TNF-o TFN-ac F1 TL-6 7KF-, 2558 (1] 8) ik
T EZQ% JEV J& /N P 4 i 7K B R T i Bl g 3 R AR F R, G R AR A

FI 25 2540, LA Am it R /K S I 8 R [, FLsp gl JEV & i B 8 1Y Brequinar 20 Fd B, 5
FIHRE L 252 TNF-ou IFN-o0 F1 1L-6 K SE43 50 FFE T 50% .39% 1 48% , TNF-a 5 1L-6 /K-y T [ B 259
e R & G > T AR B A A S AE SN 117 TRN-o0 7K 4 U AT 56 28 R 25 3 07 B A e g 225
B2 A, MUK IR B B 27 A T A BN, B iE RGN T B K ) TFN -« e D 23 1 & 1 FE %
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Fig. 3 Detection of the effects of 9 drugs on JEV NS5 protein expression level by Western blot
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Fig.4 Detection results of cellular reactive oxygen species( ROS)and mRNA expression level

of dihydrowhey dehydrogenase( DHODH ) gene
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