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FE . [ HE]ARE 5 7ER I 4E R A 0 R LA G I IR E . [ iR 1SR /T 40 2 7 JE i itk ICR /DR, b
HLAT 79 4 40 . %FIRZE (CON) BB 420 (HTRA, ) .5 mg-kg ™' - d ™' 4 HBR AL BR AL (HTRA, ) 1 10 mg- kg™ - d™" 4k I R A4b BR 4
(HTRA o) o /INEUHE B AHR ) B4 P R ok K )G 42 CL BN 2 h 038 7 d, iR 5 B2 RFE, [4558]5 CON
AR H  HTRA,) 20/ RS IUTE | /N EAR DA S A A/ INVE R R T AR L LA R I e JRE B 3 1K ( P<0.05) , B S8 6 1% 1
F MR (P<0.05) , N[ (MDA) & i 8 FH5 (P<0.05) , S LY AL EE (T-SOD ) T M i R IR (P<0.05) , HLa i A %
T (nrf2 \ho-1.ngol \sodI .gpx1) F2 ik W B (P<0.05) , bax FEF ik & W2 F+ & (P<0.05) , Il 52 B Fi AH OC 5 A
(occludin .z0-1 .n-cadherin Fl connexin 43) 31k B3N (P<0.05) KT KA CFEL R (plaf | c-kit) ek 2 BB (P<0.05)
5 HTRA, Fb, HTRA, ZH /) B RS /N RO RS 8 AR B4R 0B J JRE B . 2 70 (P<0.05) , MDA & 7 B Z F& (% (P<0.05) ,
T-SOD iFH M b T+ 15 (P<0.05) , plaf Fl c-kit mRNA ikt i 3 (I ( P<0.05) ; HTRA, 41/ BRA RS /NE 19 B AR AR A
bR T (P<0.05) K T 1IN 71 B $2 55 (P<0.05) , MDA 2 & 3% %I (P<0.05) , T-SOD i ¥ W 3 # w (P<
0.05) ,ngol bax bel-2 zo-1 .n-cadherin plzf Fl c-kit Ko FIh 8 B E AR (P<0.05) . [ 4516 4 IR BE 4% D3 0 i3 LI
SR SR SUR SRR S2RE 136 0, i 2 ST 3 0 BREAKOF 5 X R O 4/ T Al il 3 ol 38 in /s BRSPSk Be o s 2b
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Protective effect of retinoic acid on testicular injury in heat stressed mice

SHI Yifan, LI Xiaotong,SUO Yunpeng, LIU Junze,LI Chunmei, LI Yansen”

(Research Center for Livestock Environmental Control and Smart Production, College of Animal Science and Technology,

Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract ; [ Objectives ] The aim of this experiment was to investigate the protective effect of retinoic acid on testicular injury in heat
stressed mice. [ Methods ] Forty 7-week-old male ICR mice were randomly divided into four groups;control group( CON) ,heat stressed
group( HTRA,)) ,5 mg-kg ™' -d ' retinoic acid-treated group( HTRA,)and 10 mg-kg™' -d ™' retinoic acid-treated group( HTRA ;). Mice
were gavaged with appropriate doses of retinoic acid or corn oil and then subjected to systemic heat stress at 42 °C for 2 h. The mice
were slaughtered and sampled at the end of the test. [ Results ] Compared with the CON group, the testicular weight ,minimum diameter,
cross-sectional area,diameter,and epithelial height of spermatogenic tubules in the HTRA,, group were significantly reduced ( P<0.05) ,
the epididymal sperm motility significantly decreased (P<0.05), the malondialdehyde ( MDA ) content and the expression levels of
antioxidant related genes(nrf2,ho-1,nqol ,sodl,gpx1)in testis tissue significantly increased ( P<0.05) ,while total superoxide dismutase
(T-SOD) activity significantly decreased (P<0.05) ,the mRNA expression level of bax significantly increased( P<0.05) ,the expression
levels of blood-testis barrier related genes (occludin, zo-1, n-cadherin and connexin 43) significantly increased ( P<0.05) , and the
expression levels of spermatogenesis related genes(plzf,c-kit) expression significantly increased( P<0.05). Compared with HTRA ), the
cross-sectional area,diameter and epithelial height in the HTRA group significantly increased ( P<0.05) ,the MDA content significantly
decreased( P < 0.05) while T-SOD activity significantly increased ( P<0.05), and the mRNA expression levels of plzf and c-kit
significantly decreased(P<0.05). Compared with HTRA, the cross-sectional area, diameter and epithelial height of spermatogenic
tubules in the HTRA, group significantly increased ( P <0.05), sperm motility significantly increased ( P <0.05), MDA content
significantly decreased(P<0.05), T-SOD activity significantly increased (P<0.05) , and the mRNA expression levels of ngol, bax,

bel-2 ,zo-1,n-cadherin ,plzf and c-kit were significantly reduced ( P<0.05). [ Conclusions ] Retinoic acid could improve testicular weight,
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testicular histomorphology ,and epididymal sperm motility in heat-stressed mice. This protective effect may be achieved by increasing
the antioxidant capacity of mouse testes, reducing germ cell apoptosis, enhancing the blood-testis barrier, and improving the
spermatogenic microenvironment.

Keywords : heat stress ;retinoic acid ;mouse ; testicle ; sperm motility ; oxidative stress ; blood testosterone barrier

UTAF e BE AR LA IR AL 37 59 7 2l Uk i | 7 8 1) 37 2 B vy | B 2 vl 3 | A ) R T
B B HOl FR A 4 2 i R — 1 MR R W R R SR LR TR AE A s A, PR BT R T B
Pefli IR ThE 5B EOA EL, SEAUTE 2R 5 2 BN S Y SRR R SR RS AR A,
BORE 105 1 BEAIG, B SERG 7 RS2 U2 E RS A0 MK 25 5 2 BB B s i o e A, FA7 A 25 B ATORS 1
HORANE 11 ARAETEAE TSR RE

YR (retinoic acid , RA) XN ERR , 44 2R A JEA SR NG i IE R Y), R a8
O — i 24k FH R | 13— =X 4 HH P F4 sz 2 4 F R (all-trans retinoic acid, ATRA) , it ATRA 22Uk B id
P EZE SRS AR BUEAT Y P et S 2 EA Y YRR, BT R,
ATRA 7EAE F AN o1k 8B o 242 4R | 152 5# % ( blood-testis barrier, BTB) JE i, ¥ F & A= F1kg F 18 o
e R EEAEM Y L 540, ATRA RERS T R BORG TR, f LB IR BRIRAS R R Pz bt
B0, $E U A AEEE MR SR, B T A O T A R S AR T TR B v IR R RS2 AL T BE A A 5%
WHoT,

A5 LA/ BRSNS G 8 it 4 B P IR 58 Ny PN SO AR | [RTERE hy /N B 8 4 TR B A A A 4
PR 2 75 BE PR A7/ BRUS2 HUZH 26 2 RS SR i 38 0, TR 1T HCmT BB RO HIBLAR]

1 MR5AE

1.1 RS H

AR B B A R B Y E I B S5 HEUE (FF A% S5 . NJAU.No20220517106) . P A ik g 2 7 1
PR e BR A N RS A E R R SR Sh WA BRAIAY T REIE ) LA K (SEIG s BANE YT 4 0) HEAT

RIS IR 40 FARTE AT Y 7 JE#S ICR /N (08 A R s R E R A R A | | BEHL A
4 4 10 B 28R BRZE (CON) BRI (HTRA,) .5 mg-kg ™" 4 H R Ab 340 (HTRA, ) #1 10 mg-kg™'
Y H FRALFRZL (HTRA ) o 56310145 21 ¥ 1 R S mb AR R, T35 3 R sh 9 s (IR 25 °C, M B 55% ~
60% )& PER SR 1 RGP TE ARG 4 P RRALBRZH (HTRA 00 HTRA 20 ) #3420 B HE H ATRA
(ZlE=99% W [ [ I A BR 2 /], ATRA ¥ T /0 W L WAL IF FH BRI B ) S mg- kg™ - d™' I
10 mg-kg ™' +d™", CON 411 HTRA,, 417 B S A K0 (18 A IR A B &1, A R R R — 35
W), EEEE 7 d, MBAET 25 CHAET, R 3 HARRES G, BT 42 CAET 2 h AT 2GR
P TERTHIOTIE /N OB LE R R 12 d(BEK 2 h) , T55 1.2.4.8.12 RARERER Fi o A /)N B B
TR 35 % /N B MR T & A i S AR A ELR RIS I B ) 5 SR — 0, RIS B 7 KRS /D B AR T
AT LA /N AR TR A A R 10 TR Ry 7 02 22 Yk L W TR 0 5 45 70 BSOS SR 19 17 8, PRI I A S 06 i 6 55
7 K, B i — Uk e R AL B IS R AR R BUARTR AR R I F8 b
1.2 HHAEE

T I, RSTS84 46 1) 300 38 45 AR A — BB ) U1 JH v 0 7 98 8 RO A S 41
SV JE DR R 5 A A5 TR B AR S 1) DGR B) 1 A5, — ELAE XA ) 5 R AR AR AR 25 B 52 e S AL AR N
TS T DR JS Sk T A B, BRI ZE AR v 2656 7 R AN IR Z, oS R E AR FE /N, SR A /N
SRS AL RIBRE 52 | 0 22 00 S AURI B 52 8 T 49% 22 B WP b 15, A 00 S8 0L 8 TR AP N IR G R e
BT -80 CARRLVKAEAE A2 T, A I B 52 TR 1 IR 4R
1.3 MEERSH*
1.3.1 ZAEH MERHMEAER S BIALMMEAL, SR Z 0805, FRE . RS R E
2 AN SEAUA R B R R B 2 R TR R RO R AR, 2 N R TR R S B N, SR
FEECRBT A5 BT A RN T IR R = AL E (g) /AT (g) x100% , ff 5245 %0 = I S8 5 (g) /IR
(g)x100%
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1.3.2 HEFiEAN 115 mL EP FPIIA 1 mL PBS T 553 25 H A — MR 5276 257 TR Y PBS B 5
FRMLPBR L Z RN, 55 M2k K Ht 2 B8 T EP &k, FIIRBLSY 743 87 #%, F 37 °C 5% CO, 1
T 30 min, SRS T 5000 AR TR MR MRS BT 37 CEG B, MR R
FEH 10 L A TB08, T T3 R b s w5 3R, Sr BUAE SACBE T WSS 1, TSR HLAH B S 23
( computer-aided sperm analysis, CASA) ( NatureGene , 32 [ ) KRS 125 BE | I -0 Hoks 36 71 .
1.3.3 ZHALRMEWERE  FRI60 mg 2247 S2 LA I ATE A BIEUK HI AT 2H A S5, B0 IR EIE W
D5 AR OCHERR . I E(MDA) & 5 R A TBA ¥R , S0 SR B A0 (T-SOD ) ¥ 14 SR 2 e D 7
1 A S (CAT) 5 PR T SRR BRI E |, 45 IDE H I A AL W 8 ( GSH-PX) T PR T L (300 7E |, B PR
ALRE 1 (T-AOC) K] FRAP EIN5E | 0] &30 A Ry U s E Y TR ST
1.3.4 SBAMMEEARSERNE  WEE T 28 PRSI SEHZ 0K B B 0420 P
JEHEATALHE VIBC S wm JEEEY) 64T HE Yo, shbe i g3 A J5 FH S e W08 1411 R, AR 4 Shen %57
Tr R Image) BN E AR /NS ORI AR | B R B BJRERE
1.3.5 MEBTREFNEMBFRMEESIT 0132 T PR IR FBR 10 pL, ERIE R LIRA,
WNVFﬁ@%l{Mmm¥ﬁFﬁ@@mﬁm@%sEWM@WWMEﬂ?Fﬁ*ﬁW%ﬁﬁjﬁ
W TSR, IR AR AR R T IRIE 3 = RS T804 7 S < 100%
1.3.6 ZHAL RNA $2EUH Real-time PCR SR Trizol 7 (15 MEHE A MR A FRZS 7)) M2 44141
AP AREUR RNA, 466 %mmmmmmM%ﬁmAmF&%E%@mAWEﬁﬁmmgmﬂE
fiff R B85 RNA SUEE 50 ¢DNA SR 28 i PCR R & (Ut SERB i A: W B AR B A FR 2 7))
HATPOLE R PCR, SIFFIE 1,
%1 RT-qPCR Fi 5|53
Table 1 Primer sequences used for RT-qPCR

S e SR P by
Gene GenBank No. Primer pairs sequence(5" —3") Product size
nrf2 NM_010902.5 ACAGTGCTCCTATGCGTGAA/GAGCCTCTAAGCGGCTTGAA 120
ho-1 NM_010442.2 GCCACCAAGGAGGTACACAT/CTTCCAGGGCCGTGTAGATA 130
nqol NM_008706.5 AGCGTTCGGTATTACGATCC/AGTACAATCAGGGCTCTTCTCG 68
gele NM_010295.2 ACATCTACCACGCAGTCAAGGACC/CTCAAGAACATCGCCTCCATTCAG 134
sodl NM_011434.2 GGAACCACTCACTTCGAGCA/CTGCACTGGTACAGCCTTGT 136
gpxl NM_001329528.1 AGGAGAATGGCAAGAATGAAGAGA/GGAAGGTAAAGAGCGGGTGAG 135
bax NM_007527.3 GAGCTGCAGAGGATGATTGCT/TGATCAGCTCGGGCACTTTA 178
bel-2 NM_009741.5 ATGCCTTTGTGGAACTATATGGC/GGTATGCACCCAGAGTGATGC 120
stra8 NM_009292.2 ACAACCTAAGGAAGGCAGTTTAC/GACCTCCTCTAAGCTGTTGGG 173
plaf XM_036154892.1 TCAATGCGGTGCCCAGTTCTCA/AGTGCGCTTTGTGCCTGAAAGC 123
syep3 NM_011517.2 GGGGCCGGACTGTATTTACT/AGGCTGATCAACCAAAGGTG 169
c-kit NM_021099.3 CACTCACGGGCGGATCACAAA/CCACTTCACGGGCAGTCGTGC 106
occludin NM_001360538.1 CTATGGGACAGGGCTCTTTGGA/AGGAAGCGATGAAGCAGAAGGC 176
z0-1 XM_047432991.1 TGGGAACAGCACACAGTGAC/GCTGGCCCTCCTTTTAACAC 140
n-cadherin NM_001792.5 TTGCTTCAGGCGTCTGTGGAG/TTCGTGCACATCCTTCGGTAA 102
connexin 43 NM_000165.5 GACTTCAGCCTCCAAGGAGTT/GTGTTACAGCGAAAGGCAGAC 243
B-actin NM_007393.5 CAGCCTTCCTTCTTGGGTAT/TGGCATAGAGGTCTTTACGG 100

ﬂfm_ﬂ@*ﬁjﬁ E2 AT 2 £ A Nuclear factor erythroid-2 related factor 2 gene;ho—];l[[l_él%j][]%{ﬂ@ 1 3K Heme oxygenase-1 gene;
ngol :NAD(P)H /it & 1 2 NAD(P)H dehydrogenase quinone 1 gene; gele : 7% 2 R - Dt 2 R i $2 T AL W 3£ I A Glutamate-
cysteine ligase catalytic subunit gene;sodl : #8 %8 LWL (LT 1 FEH Superoxide dismutase 1 gene; gpal : 2% Bt H IKad E AL Py 1 FE A
Glutathione peroxidase 1 gene;bax: Bel2 F K X FE M3 H Bel-2-associated X protein gene; bcl-2: B 20 it 4k B R DT 2 BE R B-cell
lymphoma 2 gene;stra8 : ML R TEFE A 8 Stimulated by retinoic acid gene 8 ;plzf: 44 41 ffd Elmlf#*aﬁlélyéﬂ Zinc finger and BTB
domain containing 16 gene;sycp3 : IR E AR E H 3 FH Synaptonemal complex protein 3 gene ; c-kit ; 5 IR % & BRI 2 A8 LA Kit
proto-oncogene receptor tyrosine kinase gene ;occludin &8 1 3 Oceludin gene;zo-1; e = 1| Tight junction protein 1
gene;n-cadherin;@;?Eﬁl'[ 2 £ [H Cadherin 2 gene ;connexin 43 [a) B4R 1 1 R Gap junction protein alpha 1 gene ;B-actin : B—ﬂﬂjﬁ]
MM B-actin gene.

1.4 HIBELESSITSH
BIGEAEAE ] SPSS 26.0 44T 5. &K J7 2293 M7 (one-way ANOVA) , H Duncan’s Kz 56 751725 7 5.
FEAT . IR SR LISE Y E PR IR RN |
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2 HRESH

21 ANHHENMNRERERETK
N 2 Frow , ANIKET 4 /N B IR R 22 R B 22 5 NS 3 N AL B B IR
CON ZHAH b 38 8 25 7+ (P<0.05) ; Bk CON 4141 3 A 2H SN 305 1 B0V 6 R 5 A PR AH Hb AR i 25 T
155 (P<0.05) , BB AR50 BN 8 e A /) BB I B B 2 T v
*®2 BRE—RAEHENENREREE

Table 2 Rectal temperature before and after the last heat stress

4341 Groups P1E
i H Ttem
CON HTRA, HTRA, HTRA,, P-value
AN BT EIRE/C Rectal temperature before heat stress 34.86+0.19 35.26+0.19 35.46+0.27 34.87+0.11 0.073
PNE BAIREE/C Rectal temperature after heat stress 35.00+0.14°  36.54+0.34>  36.45:0.31>  36.91x0.24>  <0.001
AT/C 0.18+0.18° 1.28+0.38" 0.98+0.31" 2.04+0.16" <0.001
1. 1) CON: X R 41 Control group; HTRA, : #4 )V i 41 Heat treatment group; HTRA;:5 mg- kg™ 4k H FR AL BEZ 5 mg - kg™! retinoic acid

treatment group ; HTRA o : 10 mg- kg™ 4EH FRALFEZ] 10 mg-kg™" retinoic acid treatment group. I [F] The same as follows.
2) AT AN 5 B IR BV 2 AN AT BT . Rectal temperature after heat stress minus rectal temperature after heat stress.
3) RFTANF/ING FhE R 22 53 83 (P<0.05) , The different lowercases in a row indicate significant differences( P<0.05).

22 AMNHAIEENE SABBMBAEETL
W3 3 Uin , HTRA,, 4/ B S ILE S CON 41 b B 35 FRAIK ( P<0.05) |, 4 FY R A 345 15 21 42 5, I
1 HTRA 415 CON ML LR E 2R, BB S SBAE R RMANGHE HEHARES AEE, A~
A2 2 o) 52 Ui K AR A 1 225+, fHS CON ZHAH L, HTRA,, 452 St/ N LA Bl 3 I (P<0.05) 3 5
HTRA, dUAH L, HTRA 41/ RS2 AL/ N BRI, HS CON A A B E 5,
3 ARBRWANRNREAE EEMERGYMN

Table 3 Effects of retinoic acid on testicular weight ,index and diameter in heat-stressed mice

434 Groups P{H
TH Ttem
CON HTRA, HTRA; HTRA,, Povalue
22ALHE /g Testicular weight 0.24+0.01° 0.19+0.01° 0.20+0.02" 0.21+0.01* 0.039
BILIEE/ % Testicular index 0.64+0.03 0.53+0.03 0.60+0.05 0.65+0.04 0.195
LR K E/2/mm Diameter maximum 7.82+0.15 7.38+0.14 7.61+0.20 7.37£0.10 0.117
L2 /NEAS/mm Diameter minimum 5.40+0.08* 5.01+0.16" 4.93+0.09" 5.09+0.11* 0.023

2.3 BNMHETEEHBAREE
WA 1 PR, CON /NS ILH U RS /N L ST 2 SN 20 MR 2 88 5%, 45 15 N AT DL Gy
A

CON HTRA, HTRA, HTRA,,

B g 6x10* C 250 - ab a D g 80
228 a b £ 2 =2 2 b b
% Z2E ; ERERI : HZE 4
E 23 40 ¢ 2y =2 I
2 2 2 -
= 55 d o g g o 222 40
BEg £33 5 00 il
2 7 2x10 SE® g27°
S5t £ ¥ =y
W 9o w b w2
& 0 0 i . . . )
CON HTRT, HTRT, HTRT, CON HTRT, HTRT, HTRT,, CON HTRT, HTRT, HTRT,
434 Groups 44 Groups 434 Groups

1 RN/ EAARRSHZNE
Fig. 1 Effect of retinoic acid on testicular morphology in heat-stressed mice
A /NREE LA S HE Yo 8 (20 A HT Sk Ha 7R SEOLR BTN, 3 L Sk HE /R AR RS /IVE BT, B R B AR /R BN 1B ) s BLC.D. AR/ IR
B HAM L R,
A. HE stained of mouse testicular tissue( red arrows indicate testicular interstitial cells,blue arrows indicate the lumen of spermatogenic tubules,

and yellow lines indicate spermatogenic epithelium) ;B,C,D. Cross setional area,diameter,and height of mouse seminiferous tubule.
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T, HTRA, 41/NREE IR/ NE A DA RS A B HESIZE L, 45 AR A, 0 M PN ks 7 50 I
W 2 R AL AT BTk TR A CON 41/,

X SEHLHLUB A — L R I, 5 CON ZHAH B, HTRA , ZH/)> BRCSE AU AR A /NS s 4 1 R LA
ARG /N b TR E AR 2 AR (P<0.05 ) 5 5 HTRA, 1A, HTRA 201 HTRA 20 /)N BLUSE AL AR /NS R
TR AR ARG /N L R TR B S N (P<0.05) , BE 423 CON 4, o B A /NS ELAZ I CON 41 AH L
TR EES.

24 MNHAIEMEALARS MERTFEEMBRRETL

& 2 AT, 5 CON ZHAH L HTRA 401 HTRA 20 /)N BB 52 5 i 35 AR ( P<0.05 ) |, {H 2 AR [R] 40 =22 )
PRS2 FE B0 0 25 57 . CON 21 /) RRUBRH 5248 s P T D KB )8l 1, HTRA,, 4178 1 ARG T 0 /b, 4 Y R Ak
PRI FTRsE  E4T CON 41, X RRHSERE T3 G T A& B0, 2 VP IR R A 0 380t /0N BB S0 1 2 B 8 7=
A B (H5 CON ZHAH L, HTRA ) 2H %5 B WA, 4k FP R Ab 38U5 A7 T i a3 /I BURM S8 1 3k —
AR R, 5 CON 4iAH L, HTRA, 41 /)N BB S0 + B 2 18 3% i (P <0.05) ; 5 HTRA, 414 L,
HTRA, ZHF1 HTRA 20 /N R S04 1 R 36 25 1K ( P<0.05)

A CON

@]
e
=
=
S
©
(>
v}
T

03 E 0015 250

= 0.08 b b < 2 2. s 540
) < £ g = V=]

& o 006 R = 02 < g oo tg £ 30
B E Figl =2 & £

g g 00 B2 = E (005 EEY

Z 002 =2 g A =)
& 0 & 2 -

0 0 ES 0 S0

CON HTRT, HTRT, HTRT, CON HTRT, HTRT, HTRT, CON HTRT, HTRT, HTRT, CON HTRT, HTRT, HTRT,,
441 Groups 434 Groups 434l Groups 434l Groups

2 ZEFERX AR U 2 | 2T R E AR R AR
Fig.2 Effects of retinoic acid on epididymal , epididymal sperm density and malformation rate in heat-stressed mice
A/NERBHEEHZHE Yo (0 (ROFELERH B E R NN T) B, B LR O (L OFTEL IR 608, O L8R8 T
R, I HEFTRIRHRIOR) s C—F. B2 BHSERRH0 R T2 R IR
A. HE stained of mouse epididymal tissue(black arrows indicate sperm in the epididymal lumen) ;B. Eosin stained of mouse epididymal
sperm(red arrows indicate the head of the sperm,blue arrows indicate the tail of the sperm,box represents local magnification) ;C-F. Weight,

index of epididymis,density and malformation rate of sperm.
2.5 MNHAIEMERFEATL

WKl 3 Fros, 5 CON AL, HTRA,, 41/ 19 5035 77 25 B AIR ( P<0.05) |, TilT itk iz 3 PRz sk
T B2 FFE(P<0.05) , ANiz sl ] 8 2101 ( P<0.05) . 4k B BR AL 335 45 3k % , Hirh HTRA 41/ B
K09 53 ) HTHEZ 3l PGS 3 MR IZ ZE TR ] S CON AR LA o 225 57
2.6 MNHBIEENRENLIERETL

I 4 iR, 5 CON ZHAHLEL  HTRA,, 41/ RS2 AL MDA & 2 i 2 715 (P<0.05) , T-SOD 17 1 i 3E [ A
(P<0.05) ;55 HTRA, ZH/NEUHIEL , HTRA 411 HTRA 21/ fLE2 IL MDA & 8 B 2 F& A% (P<0.05) , T-SOD i
PRI E TR (P<0.05) , 5 CON HILTE R E 2 5, AFZE T-AOC Fl CAT % . GSH-PX {0 52 5
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801 8 E 80f s B sor 4
a a = = o
o £ 60F b2 S5 el , @b b S5 40 . @
X 3 = =
=% b %E =2 o1
= E 40F £ 5 8 40 g E
=S R g @ = g 20r
2 = a, 5 o]
2 20F W 20 - Mo L
8 3 2e
0 | | | ] :‘g = 0 | | | ] iﬁ = 0 | | | ]
CON HTRT, HTRT, HTRT, ~ CON HTRT, HTRT, HTRT, o CON HTRT, HTRT, HTRT,
g e £ . .
§ ‘éﬂ 75 § é‘) 10 a S g 60 a
52 20r 52 s b 2 5 b by
= TG 22 40r
b2 15t 7 8 6F a ab - 2
i £ E S r £
= E 10r = 28 4f e |
= @ =) 2 20
K =~ N 2 SN
2 L o 2L 1) ©
’;EQ © _'-El o 8
E‘ﬁ_* % L L L | lﬂé = 0 L L L | }V § 0 L L L |
& CON HTRT, HTRT, HTRT, e CON HTRT, HTRT, HTRT, CON HTRT, HTRT, HTRT,
4341 Groups 4341 Groups 4341 Groups
B3 ZREx AN RMESFEANRN
Fig. 3 Effect of retinoic acid on epididymal sperm motility in heat-stressed mice
F4 HRABIALH/NRZATELEREIERNRNT
Table 4 Effect of retinoic acid on the antioxidant activity in the testes of heat-stressed mice
) 4 Groups P
i H Ttem
CON HTRA, HTRA; HTRA P-value
MDA content/ ( nmol -mg™") 0.72+0.05" 1.20+0.14° 0.85+0.10" 0.87+0.04" 0.002
T-SOD activity/(U-mg™") 981.06+16.80" 811.14+24.67" 931.24+64.22° 930.88+14.97* 0.000
T-AOC/(nmol-mg™") 172.15+10.58 164.84+11.99 176.55+4.96 172.87+10.54 0.925
CAT activity/(U-mg™") 7.75+1.18 5.76+0.72 6.44+0.38 7.03+£0.77 0.372
GSH-PX activity/(U-mg™") 612.16+21.21 658.61+38.05 621.81+52.56 612.74+36.22 0.802

MDA . N % Malondialdehyde;T—SOD;Eﬂﬁfﬁ'ﬂﬁ%ﬁ’f{ﬁ@ Total superoxide dismutase;T—AOC;E&ﬁﬁ{{ﬁﬁj} Total antioxidant capacity;
CAT . i 8 fb Al Catalase; GSH-PX : 77t H kit A fb ¥/l Glutathione peroxidase.

27 ANHHIEEAREUEXERREIER

ik 4 fiias 5 CON 4UAHEL ,HTRA,, Z/NREEAL nrf2 .ho-1.ngol sod1 Fl gpx] mRNA AHX} ik 2= HR 2
FTHE (P<0.05) , 5 HTRA, ZHAI L, HTRA, 4181 HTRA 1/ E2 I nif2 \ho-1 . gele .sodl Fil gpx] Feik e
IR E 25 (H HTRA 41/ EER I ho-1 . gele Tl sodl k@A FEAREH, H. gele M sodl 5 CON A
I #2E5, HTRA A1/ AL ngol FER FR15 & B LT HTRA, 41 (P<0.05), H5 CON 417G i %
5,
2.8 HMNHAIEEAEEIATHEXERRZEIER

WE S FizR, 5 CON AL, HTRA ) 41 bax FEPRIAHXS %1k W25 THE (P<0.05) ,bel-2 FikETHE (2

T‘; 25r O CON; [JHTRA,; [@HTRA,; B HTRA, _ [0 CON; [ HTRA,; E HTRA,; B HTRA,
(5} o a
—_— > 15 -
w5 20 = a aa
P % I 2 b abl
KE 15 Db 2 b
it -
2z 10 E o
z = <
2 > 5 o05f
E< 05 2 s
Z g«
~ Z
E 0 0
nrf2 ho-1 nqol gcle sodl gpxl g bax bcl-2 bax/bcl-2
A Gene HE[H Gene
4 HRBWHANHDREAREN 5 YEREIHMEHNREZAGEBT
HBXEERIEH M HRRXRERERIEH I
Fig.4 Effect of retinoic acid on the expression of Fig.5 Effect of retinoic acid on the expression of
antioxidant-related genes in the testes of genes related to proliferation and apoptosis

heat-stressed mice in the testes of heat-stressed mice
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ZRARRE ;5 HTRA, 4UAHE  HTRA (2 bax JE P AH XS 35 4 8 2 PRI (P<0.05) , 5 CON AR AR
% HTRA (4 bel-2 5 HTRA, ZHAHIL BEFER(P<0.05) HY5 CON R A RE . ARARZIE bax 5
bel-2 FENFIARILEZE T AR
29 ANHANEEANERBHEXEERZIER

WK 6 frs, 5 CON AH L, HTRA,, 4/ RS2 AL occludin . z0-1 .n-cadherin F connexin 43 mRNA ik g
BETHE (P<0.05), 5 HTRA, 4l , HTRA 4/NEE2 3L occludin  zo-1 .n-cadherin Fl connexin 43 mRNA
FRFTC W FE LS HTRA 4/ N SE AL 20-1 . n-cadherin mRNA 2355 B K (P<0.05) ., HTRA  ZH/M L
2L 20-1 .n-cadherin Fl connexin 43 mRNA Fik3=Y5 CON HAHIL LB ZE 25,
210 ANHAIEEABFRERXERREIER

WE 7 Fi7s, 5 CON LA HTRA,, 2H/NEREE AL plaf Al c-kit mRNA F3k 848 3 71 (P<0.05) . 5
HTRA, 204, HTRA, 11 HTRA |, 2H/N LS 3L plaf B c-kit mRNA FEik i i ZFEAK (P<0.05) , H. c-kit 5

XRRZHAR L TG B 3 22 5% . ANIFALIE] stra8 Fl syep3 FER AR A BT R EE R
T 4. OCON:; DHTRA; M HTRA; M HTRA, 2 50, OCON: OHTRA; HHTRA; HHIRA,
i 8 i &
RE e
< o = o
zZ = Z =
g [~
g < g <«
z z
=) occludin zo-1 n-cadherin  connexin 43 = stra8 syep3 c-kit plzf
FE A Gene [ Gene
6 HERBMANB/NRENNERRE 7 HRBWNANHNRENETRE
HAEEREHHMm X EFE RIEH M
Fig. 6 Effect of retinoic acid on the expression of Fig.7 Effect of retinoic acid on the expression of
genes related to the blood-testis barrier in genes related to spermatogenesis in the
the testes of heat-stressed mice testes of heat-stressed mice
A Y
3 g

31 #RABWANHNREAE HEERAAESHZIN

> Bl 4 i Ak )05 PR AR ok A S R R 5 B 0 I a2 e A AN 5 S A A G R 23 AL 1 45
FhIIfg  AHLE B fe 25 5 32 BN AR 3 i 20 Lin S5V R5E R0 RN BRI G =5y 2 —
Y57 43 CABHAEEL 15 min J5 , /D BEEALTE RO 2 BEAK, ARG /NVE LG ™ d, AR Pk 25 i Al ™ o, A
K AAG A5 240 , B IIEA S8 . XIEEE" A T/NRE SRS /N BRSNS 1R
FURZERS /NG B AR B BRI, A0 25 SR e W AR B /N RS2 A 22 BI040, Zhou 55120 1056 v i
JEETE S 4 R TR B 8 25 4 v B 52/ BU Y SE AU ER RN SO AR st B S /N BRUSE ILZH ZUR S 3 /) SRR S 1
W FEAUR T IRIE A, A S SRR 4 B R RE S AN N BRUSE FUIE 2 | 33X T BB -5 4E H IR RE 22 it 4 Ak
IR O Gy (o1 €5 X S S
3.2 YEFRERXT PR i) BR Bt =2 A0 Bt =45 F a9 2 i

K A0 X T 7 A AR A R X TR A A K e SRR R R R AR R, R
B JEAE /NG FE P A B BT B T, AT BE SRS T I AR SRR ™) Yaeram 260 IS5 R R K
Mt/ NEGESE 2 d 2 B R EETE 36 CHITRET 12 h 5 R FEad i S E AR A 2R N 1 sZ A e
2% M SRS S W A0 45 A R RN DR 40 I 25 Re T RIS . A6 D — I gE b R/ NS 3 d 2 2R G
Tl 8 h i RS2 AN T ECE TC B A, (ETE A, e Ah 3k S B S I SR R AR A i
WRSEAERT? ) 52 MM ARG AP, %57 d A T/NRES 42 CREHE 2 h R TEERA R
FAM ARG TG W T B SR W RRAIR, B2 Y S e A0 R SR K L S A P IR R B, A4 Y R
P TR SR R R B S R, PR AIRAT S T IR 38 4 e e S8 R BURY AR B Zh R, TT RE 2 A 4E
B S 1 BIE U S RBECR OC . Ao 45 SRl 2% I 4 FH R ] st Ry /N BRURE 15 7
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3.3 HRBWANFNREANENIIERNF T

— BN, TR P B AR A A T RURS TS R R R R O AR MR TR R A Lin
SEUS VR A AR T /NS AL 43 CCHAN B 15 min JiF, SEAL MDA 7 & T, S0P SOD T
HRAR ., APREER S Z 3, RPN/ MRS AL NI ARG C A2 R EHE, SAHA D
ZIA A B R BT ARG UML) K B R AR 2, 4EHT IR HA R SR A BT AU IS R BT A Ak
PR A v i )k 74 24 PP 0 A k2 R v /N RSB LA ZU SOD T 8 AR 8N 388 3 i 1
MDA 7K T o 3% 22 B 4E T R BEAT S0 E R 4A0 ) e 56 00l R Bt S0 A SO, it e A Ak 60 A4 5 A4 L )
B, HAE 2 ANFEAAIET 10 mg-ke™ AL BRFCR BT,

Nrf2 V£ 20 IR EACBH I R G2, 7EB) 1E 52 U A A 4 D7 TH R 2O B EN . 7R Ek
SEAR RN, Nef2 0S4 5175 — R AN BT AL B W , 49140 CAT NQO1 HO-1 F4% e H ik S—456 F% i
SEY B Nef2 (PR AR R RE AR AL BB AL R BT RN, AT I 4G SR R I
WO 1 /N BREEALZH U0 Nef2 38 5, J5 20T i 2 DR 2 5, 185 hn 2 bt stk ie o, sl S i, 5 L
VSRR R A TN R A B R (42 °C,2 h, 12 d) JE/NRER AL npf2 . gele \ho-1 Fl ngol mRNA 23k b R4
R—3, EBAETIRG X EE I R F R T, 53 6 FR A /K, HE 0 24 FP 152 RE A% 2% fiff 52 L4 2 1) SR AL g
WOK-, SR 2L ZUR BT EALRE Ty , DR IP 52 U2 S8 32 HONL ey e ) S AL B4 .

3.4 HREWANF/NREAIGEFTERRIENZ N

M TR R TR EF 2N R R A A 1, A0 Bel-2 RGN . Bel-2 S AZKEE & 2081 Bax
BT Bel-2 BRGY, Xi %2 GEREW] 45 T AR SRR B S AU A (42 °C,1 h) JF bax Fl bel-2 1) mRNA
A AT, SRR AR TR, 5 AL A b 45 T/ N R B AL 7 d 5/ B LZH R
H bax LR FRIA W E T HEH 10 mg-ke™ 4EH R AE 1 2 BRI AN N R bax T bel-2 mRNA ik, Ui
B 24 PR TR KT B0 /D BRUSE AL 2 A 0 1A s I
3.5 #RBWHRNHNREANEZEREERRZAIMN

FJLRP A () 20 % BT W BTB AT ARG A2 0 . BTB 4 76 A /N (1 SRR 40 i =2 o) T
IR BRI B SIS R GRS, I A RS B AR AT BERS RS ALl =AY R R
POIRERT T B9 I AL $E Occludin, Zonula occludens ( ZO-1) A1 N-cadherin, Connexin 43 f&— i 4% i i&
Pebr i), 2B R B E FRE TIE U7 1, I+ BAT T8 BTB JE e, SR 5% Bhot R,
BT R EL 43 CHEIE/KIA 20 min J5 , KEEEILF Z0-1. Occludin 5 [ 235 B F A, S2ALGE 240, Kk
TEASBIFSE v ity ix e SC AR 1 BT A BE DR B AT 1 ITAl . AR Z5 R WoR , AL S /) B SR AL ZH 2
occludin zo-1 .n-cadherin 1 connexin 43 mRNA HIFEih 8 B E TS . X A48 = A4 54 J8 R v GE & K i a] 1Y
PR P 31l S 5 B A B, T DA BT 20 Ml SRR SR X A g A T K kbR, TS I 4 TP R S ik 2
FEDR A T B RN VA AR LU R AT, o rf 10 mg- kg™ 4 HH R ZH b 25 BRI HL 5 00 REZELAH LU B0 W 2 25 57, B
2 R AT RETE I AE 15 SR A8 VA e PN AR B B 2R R DRI YY BTB 1958 281 | MG A R BOeR 455, 2 T el 3
LA
3.6 ARABWMANINREABFRZEERRENZMN

K ¥ R — IR B AR AR B ARG I 20 M1 58 Ak OB SRS IR R = AN B, TEX
A AR AN A BEZ BN R R F i e Cokit PLZF XA A5 41 A A4 38 5 43 A6 A AT 5k, Stra8 |
Syep3 HIRE 4 UIAASE , RIRE O FraE . C-kit ik T ARSI , o7 LAAE ARG R 40 i oAk i b
AW, R TR SR A RREE Y S PLZF AR — ok s 40 B R S M 2 S PR T REAE T T A i 1 R
SEBR AR oAb 2o v & HEAZ O A 3 S G D 40 6 RS B 40 0 36 A G 1) BB AE AR R, 4
U ST 2 R AR R R SR K B G A0 8 8 Tk B R R o R G B 1 RN PR R 33k B R A
PR RE A2 1 I S8 BRUR A A 200 ML 5 0 A B O 2 . FEAS TR b PN /N B2 LN e-kit mRNA K35
T2 P R A S HEAR AR T PRI X R /N LS AL, AT B AT R FORS BE A0 A 204k A2 BHL, T 44 R
Hefy TS AN Ak . FARIEH /N B SE AL plaf K5 PRI B 7K1 A8 1 -t 2 BHRAONT B0 2 /) Bl S SHUKS L 200 e A
R R4 A S 5 B, 2 TR AL B 2 3T 9] 100 P 4 FRY TR T A %o R Ji/ N B D 4 6 118 A R 8 B
PR | DA IR RS 1 R AR

25 LTI AR SR FH /I B4 B ARO0 OB R I T 4 R R T A N BRI U A7 s ), 25 SR 3R
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P . 4 P R RS A3t SN 5/ BROAY S AL | S ML 2T 285 R RS2 1305 0, A 2 B8 4230 X6 B ZH KT 5 X Fh £
PV T BE SRl A 3 /N R EEALHT AR RE T, Bl D AN A MR T, Y i S R B MGE A RS ORI, 4E RS
FRASLIN, AR A, 10 mg-kg™" B4 H FRAL BRI B 4
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