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A Journey beyond “Alum”

Qiuyu Xiang T, Chunhua Qu, Guang Xu, Yafei Yang, Yue Xia "
Department of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Chongqing College of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Chongqing 402760, China.

Abstract: Vitriols, such as potassium alum, green vitriol, and blue vitriol, have been used in various aspects of human
life and chemical practices for centuries. This article guides readers through a story exploring the diverse roles of these
substances in water purification, food processing, sterilization, dyeing, acid production, and medicine. It highlights the
chemical reactions involved and the potential hazards of improper use. Through this exploration, readers will gain an
understanding of vitriols and their significant impact on society, illustrating the close relationship between chemistry
and everyday life.
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