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Synthesis and Characterization of an Aggregation-Induced Emission-
Active Organic Cage Molecule: A Proposed Comprehensive Chemistry
Experiment

Pan Li ", Huguo Shen, Cong Hua, Jinjie Fang, Xiangying Chi, Quan Jiang, Zichen Feng, Ye Kang,
Bin Zheng *
School of Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Engineering, Hefei Normal University, Hefei 230601, China.

Abstract: The incorporation of cutting-edge research achievements into undergraduate laboratory courses
represents an effective approach to enhance students’ practical skills and innovative capacities. Herein, we report the
rational design and synthesis of a tetraphenylethylene-based aggregation-induced emission (AIE)-active organic cage
molecule (TPE-Cage) through dynamic covalent chemistry. Comprehensive characterization was performed using
nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) and matrix-assisted laser desorption / ionization time of flight mass (MALDI-TOF-
MS) spectroscopy for structural verification, along with UV-Vis absorption and fluorescence spectroscopy to investigate
its photophysical properties. This integrated experiment features innovative molecular architecture design, highly
reproducible synthetic routes, and visually distinctive luminescent phenomena. As a well-designed teaching module,
it effectively stimulates students’ scientific curiosity, bridges theoretical knowledge with practical implementation, and
cultivates research-oriented thinking and innovation capabilities.

Key Words: Aggregation-induced emission; Cage-like compound; Dynamic covalent chemistry;
Comprehensive chemistry experiment

EGE WG R T FH . & ER)ERERAS NlE B AR R IR, (H7E =k E e R
LRI, RGCRFEFIRE R ARG, R RETH T KM K (aggregation-caused quenching, ACQ).
ACQIL R FHEUX A ML T M LLTE RS SLE & R B N H . 5ACQM R M2 REE T R

Wk : 2025-02-17; FEM: 2025-07-21; MK FE: 2025-08-21
SEIRE#, Emails: panli@hfou.edu.cn (253); zhengbin@hfnu.edu.cn GHik)
Favh: ERAARIERS(22301056): B4 R TR H (2023cyts026); A ARG Bt 51 3k @2 A A BHIFIH (20231¢)j04)



K 2% Ak %% Univ. Chem. 2025, 40 (11), 338

% (aggregation-induced emission, AIE), H ¥ EFR}2=FBEABRE L T2001FE 5 X BN, HF20204
17 8] B 40K A1 N, AL 22 B 2 (IUPAC) WAL 224 - K AR 2 — . EFAIEN K TEEZS
FiEPR R EY), ZHERROERNEY . T WM ERAEME, Bt R ehlm
ANRAREIR 43 P e e 52 PR dpe 38t ) — PP L B ATEAL R, B 4>+ RE VUG S BUG RN L, R
Bl 7 o N AR R TR S AL B, Re M ARGRATERIE 2B, #E i LAk 6 1 7 SRR (R S BRI ) Bl
AIEFR IR B IES) T RES KM B IE R E . BT, ¥ ATER R0 6] 8 Jd HAE K6 ZHE
PECIREN . AW G S5 A8 1) B 48 O AL 5 22 B A 7T AT v,

BHHLER D T2 —REERBPUK T IEWN =40k 701, B, REREEgEonrre
(B (S SRR FE AL 7 7, A= RAAEERAR . 2009542, BhZ&5 4 & B (dynamic covalent
chemistry, DCvC)TE & A MLIEIR 7+ H BIAL 4 0Z 87N 210, DCvC B 1) & — R e n] 10 TE A 5 I 3¢
FIALnEE, O RREE. BERREE. aEESE, A N ) 5 (dynamic covalent bonds, DCBs).
DCBs|Al i) H 2 L g i As e 5 AR IR B Bhas nl i e, fevr IOB A TRl B B (B 2 A R 2
() TE #5030 T i 2 IR W - s o0 SRR W gt AT i M Ak, R AT M BRIk
mU, JEEk, FIADCVCSEI T = AR WA WA . SEAETE . AT 58K 5+
)R BB A B, B TRR R IR NG5 0 . 2R R Ak 2 1 57 DL B A (1) 8 FH 3 s (9 an s A4k . <
AR RN 5 20 )2 B 1 AR Tz RER1,

AT AT, R0 BAA ATEVE 5T (19 284K 4 72 #h R ATEM BH L E& 15 . 1 ATEEE Ju R i AE ZE R 45
FHINIEE SR, o DA SR 615y 7 A e s, s o R g rERe. SR B AT, R3S B
KA AIERY G IR 231 HIWF 70 A e /b 00121 R, A SR BE 1T ATB YA LIS R 23 1 10 A il
5 RAERENARL LI RAE AN A, AT RN R SO B 177 3, ik A LS R A AL
LI, BAGRAT FARE IR PG . R Ah-mT R RO R &, Rl B IR AR X
AR CR G S S HTRE 1. ARSRIRW & 2 B R RTINS, e BT i A B RS . 85
FRANH Y. A AR R

1 SCISESS
1.1 SEREM

(1) THERESTROCIMG K IH HL R JH#E

(2) THEBNLIER T T I 45 M i S Fe B T 15

(3) HEBEBNNHFR . SRR . J5AEE . FEaif ik,

(4) B4R ARG L3R S 43 #1245y S5 /I I 07 1

(5) HEARME I ELA-7T WAL RAEHEUEBGERIE R I T R W 5 .

1.2 SERHRFA

A RO, & Tk, —&Fk, TKLEE, DWERKR, 1,4-"8AH, =M
A A, T AR E R AR 3-Z IR IRINER (98%), HRIR AT BE(97%),
SR IE [ S (98%), DU (= B (99%), 3,5- VR I FHIE(98%), = LA LM ELEN(97%),
DL AR5 T 2 B TR A BR A 7 s DRSS DY 2K 2 05(97%) 6 T L ifg ERfR R 25 A ] .

3,5- Z(3-f R RIS B UL T D IRl LI UM AT & 3,5- IR HIE(1.6 g, 6.4
mmol). 3-ZIEEMER2.11 g, 12.8 mmol), PY(=ZKIERE)H(371.0 mg, 0.32 mmol)iE i T1,4- IS
FR(120 mL) A1 22 B 77K (30 mL) VR A I, KR SRS FIAZ0 °ClH 12 h, V45K
J& U e R B A HLIA TR, FREWEE NSRS, R QERFEEL(3S mL x 3), WEFNAMH, T
WA G R . KB OTER AV cmem - Vi = 1 DS E A AR K149 g, 77%93%.,
1.3 SLRMBLAES

E RN FHE )P4 - B TEI K IE (LT TGS A IR ST A R, =HE/M i, et
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BRI ER), MREARMRV21IM, Ll —ER R ERAT), Aoz BT RF
(AB204-N, 7f[H €% FIir), BrEILIR LI (Qone-AS400, FIN R FE A R A 7)), Ab-1]
WA (UV-2600, HAEHE), RAGHEAL(RF-6000, HAEHE).
1.4 SLRPBEFE

MR 7T TPE-Cage )& 1 2k an 1 BT 7R

NH
2 NHBoc Cholesterol
0 0 0 chloroformate o 0
THF reflux HO OJLO O Nz
NHZ NHB 1)DCM Pyridine
oc (2) DCM, TFA

OHC CHO

Q&

G <D NH HN
+ o G e 9 ) AL o ]
(1) CHCI;, TFA o OJ(OW
(2) NaBH(OAc)3 N@ QN

Bl REFIROGERD T TPE-Cagel) & R L

1.41 35-Z“(3-| T EREREKE)EE FREES1H G K

$43,5- Z(3-Fe R A FIL I EE(0.23 g, 0.81 mmol) 5 —BkEE —FU T F5(0.43 g, 2.0 mmol)iA T THF
(40 mL)H, INFAE [FI A e S N2 hy RN EERE SR A W E AR R . ROBLRAED S, TR 7R R
WA HL P InN 212 £ 15 (15 mL x 3)MZ /K (10 mL)BEAT R I =01, BR 2l B — 5k — 58U T B,
L N R WCEEA WA, BURTEZE B LV AR R 3 iR e K036 g, F=%98% .. Frfdr~”
MEBERT F—2 &M
1.4.2 5-Z(3-fERE)FTEKMAL EBEAES2/4 & B

W3,5- Z(3-B T A BRI S R ) HE AL FRE(0.26 g, 0.52 mmol) 5 & H R AH [F BE g (0.35 g, 0.78
mmol)iA T &R GO mL)H, MA0.3 mLutRE, [RIVEEHFERN2.5h, S iR R FTLCH M.
SRR JEIMN0.5 mL=3 L8, ZiR FHHE R B0.5 hBRl T AR Ry 2 A . R B4 5 )
AN AN FINaHCOS W15 mL, A /K AHpHAE S8, SN RN e =F, WA WL S
P e AR BR LA KPP YR AL ENT TR A (Voo © Vi = 12 DS EIE B AK K031 g, 77
#90% .
1.4.3 %IR4% FTPE-Cageff & &

$43,5- (- i 28 35 ) N L B R FIH 8 WS (100 mg, 0.14 mmol), PY % FE Y % 2,97 (32 mg, 0.07 mmol)
BT S GO mL) T, BBAINA2 pL=% £ (0.027 mmol), 25 HtHE R N3 he REIMA= LA
FEINEALEN(0.6 g, 2.8 mmol)Z4k 4L % 0.5 ho S W45 R 5 A A I A S A NaHCOs & i A7 HH A, i
K AHpHAR 2B, S B N R S WSCER AR WL S 80U e 75 I 2R MR AR B
ERAV sone - View =20 0 DRI A AR IA6] mg, 77%47%.

2 ZR5iti
2.1 BT TSI I IR
A YA 7> S T 45 K R Rl 3L IR S g i I, W27 07.72-7. 3636 | N I T 4115 5 1 (b ik
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a7 A BT ST BRI G518 6 6.604b FRIE(hriE ) N5 BT Ak FAH L M BE e & 0 4.804k
BRI (B VE o) A 28 25 I AR I R S s 0 1,53 40 e (B o) il T i i rh HR 3k o DL B OGB4 2R )
SIS IERS, 5B ESIEIAE I T : 'HNMR (400 MHz, CDCl3) § 7.67 (s, 1H), 7.62 (s, 2H), 7.55
(s, 2H), 7.37 (m, 4H), 7.30 (m, 2H), 6.60 (s, 2H), 4.80 (s, 2H), 1.53 (s, 18H).
2.2 FIRAESFS2MR B IR A

Hi BRAA 73 1 S2 1 25 1) K Pl A% e LR W S A, I3 Pz : 6 7.72-6.6930 [ N 1K) 75 445 5 I (B
T a2 Bt BTS2 (RS54 0 5.40F04.514% il Ay fH & L AN 0 B L (BRvE Ag, 1); 0 5.244k0
BV (B v ) o 5 ik B TS A AT B I FE S 5 0 2. 7B 1 B0 (b v ) it Tk A R R IR IEIE T . DL |
KA R S2H A5 IEH, e MEIEEIEA/E W R "H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3) 6 7.72 (t, 1H),
7.54 (d, J = 1.6 Hz, 2H), 7.24 (t, J = 8.0 Hz, 2H), 7.04 (d, J = 8.0 Hz, 2H), 6.95 (s, 2H), 6.71 (dd, J = 8.0,
2.4 Hz, 2H), 5.40 (m, 1H), 5.24 (s, 2H), 4.51 (m, 1H), 2.42-0.67 (m, 43H).
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2.3 %iR4 FTPE-Cageff i iR &k
TPE-Cage ) 45 #) % R G LR A8 . 5% 3% LA MALDI-TOF ST HEAf A, f1 El4—El6 . A
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25 g 23
i i 5
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i3 iy i priaeyp L o Il il T il
[ ~a - . (=3
3 g 3 ; E = o g "5 ; 2 cholesterol moiety "‘;
T s T T+ T L @ T T T T T T
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8 7.54-6.5736 [l PN 7S 4045 5 W (b v Aa—f, 1, j)7 A% B T TPE-CageH I KA 45445 6 5.36414.494)
53 R B B AN S0 R R (R DL, m)s 6 5. 2040 BRI (B A SAK) A 5 R BR IR AR AT (0 F F 365 641940
V& Chn ¥ 9 h) N A1 BRAA 7§~ S2-5 DU 2K 206 A Jo TR P IE R 2% 5 6 4.01 B I I BL I (bR N g) AiE IR A
TR R o 45 A S FIMALDI-TOF-MS%(4l, IE W TPE-Cagelf) 454 IEfi o ¢ 3 1) 45 ¥ B 4
JFJE W R : '"H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3) 6 7.54 (s, 12H), 7.20 (t, J = 8.0 Hz, 8H), 6.99 (m, 24H), 6.87 (m,
16H), 6.76 (s, 8H), 6.59 (d, J = 8.0 Hz, 8H), 5.36 (s, 4H), 5.20 (s, 8H), 4.49 (m, 4H), 4.19 (m, 16H), 4.01
(s, 6H), 2.39-0.67 (m, 172H). '3C NMR (101 MHz, CDCls) § 154.65, 148.57, 142.68, 142.40, 141.70,
140.39, 139.49, 137.60, 136.32, 131.64, 129.77,127.06, 126.10, 125.95, 123.07, 116.75, 112.44,112.00,
100.13, 78.24, 69.50, 56.83, 56.30, 48.30, 42.46, 39.87, 39.67, 38.18, 37.00, 36.67, 36.34, 35.95, 32.05,
31.98, 28.38, 28.17, 27.85, 24.43, 24.00, 22.97, 22.72, 21.19, 19.41, 18.87, 14.35, 12.01. MALDI-TOF:
Calcd for CoasHassNsO12 [M]* 3572.2233; Found, 3572.2208.

2.4 RS FTPE-Cagel 571 IR WL 1%

A3 SIEC H A E 95.0 x 1074 mol L () TPE-CHOM TPE-Cage () U & e i va v, IR E A1 1 48 4h-w]
LIRS . B 7FT s, TPE-CHORI YA 75234 nmAN263 nmih [ W% Wi U6 o} )87 2 BF 45 4 i r—o o BRAT
310 nmAh W WS UG %of B 1 5 () n— " BRIT s 1 TPE-Cage 4 #4 Hp 2K 3R [ m—n" BRI W US04 HY BLAE 249 nm,
TR AE W o BRIE HIAE322 nm. BEAM AT LAWEZ R, 365 nm5SMT N TPE-Cagedis i 2 I BH S0 1
et s, MTPE-CHOWBM LK . FIRIL R R, B TPE-CHOTE 3 A5 4125 ¥ i 58 MK 7 7 ik 2
i, SR IR TR 43T PN RE G 2 WUREE (1) = 2B R BT BR 1), AT = AR T SRR 5 R0

1.2 —— TPE-CHO

—— TPE-Cage
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T T T T T
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o

2.5 IR FTPE-CageJAIEFRFE

i 8afiizr, TPE-CHOR A MAYKAIEYET, fE365 nm%EAMT R, FlfAK B FH 4 .
M TPE-CHO%E S AETPE-Cage £ 2 J5, TPE-Cageldl {8 W% t 58 XU ) 75 15 (454t -

K 96 Y i A TPE-Cage & (5.0 x 1074 mol LY 58 Yt k47 RAF, WE8bR. HRHE
TPE-Cagey ¥R 115 461 t322 nm Ak W g, 18R 320 nm A N 5% e i OB I K . TPE-Cageff)
TETRAEAS0 nmAb B T 35 9O A T, T I TPE-CHOAR M S 21955, Eidilik4 R 5
FESE S AMT I RSO G A &

TR > 7 TPE-Cage/ETHF 52 6 L R, 4k SEAJF 7T TPE-CagefE R % 71| THF 5 A R i 71|H20
REEATHIREF P ROCIRBIAIER M), £ [E 5 TPE-Cageil 2 45.0 x 107° mol L' 261K, M
0% 32 90% AN W7 38 K U SR Il 34 571 T /K BT LR A8 o R 5 01 06 1 IR 56 AAT T ML 2 9 2 7 VAWt ST TPE-
Cagedt N84 . W8, BEEKELBIER, WD RIZ D58, 2K S B M20%
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BN ZEA0%IS , DG RS R G 0, B SRR LR . LUK B 0% 480 nmAL B e 5 N
SEAE, AR RAE S LB AL I OE TR, DA (1 LLE DI INAR AR, RS T80 T K 5 B
ARFRAEIE, 15 B Ot 9 FEAR AL IR 35 B (I 8 P 4 )«
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&8 TPE-CHOMTPE-CagefE [E 7 T i3 % B fy (a)FI7E Y SR VR 138 0% R 9 e 3E (b)s
(¢) TPE-Cagefr /K& B3Z % 1 in ff [0 Sk g VB A 45 570 = (K 2% 6 6

SAMT IR, 2K E B IN20%32 i 2 40%I0], IEREENE N A N W = i) i, Bl
ARG BN, WOIOLBERR, 53O0tk mERLEHEMYE, WEIPTR. LRSS
REH, JEIRI> T TPE-Cageft A R BAT SR W IR EE DO R ML o 45 & I IS A A5 1) 50
MG KRN, g ST () ATE Gy T S AR AT RS W 45 M I = 4R JE R0 7 b, A CAT DL 25 08 9 L 7
WS T HRIGIREE, BT BUA ROR PR 2 N O R S B . 45 A J8IR 7> T TPE-Cagelfi A [ N & 2
fi, HOReE AT SR I 3 -2 AR RO I RE R 2 R, DT R A DN AN AR SRR B AT A 1 N

=h =L
A 3o

A B C D E F G
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- e .
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B9 365 nm#E Skt T TPE-Cagefe /K & B2 #38 im i) U S0k i 18 2 ¥ 51 o I R
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ZSER BT RS T A NSRS 0 P TR DBRAR RN, AT DUINVR S A2 0 B ) 3R . 4R
MLPriz o EUCKH HAARBI AN LR LRBA NS, WE202 . LRt 2 7 Be ] 2
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MR 1224k
R1 LRBHERHER
HOEW B HENE ZEIR YL
PRAT T SCHRE Bl o A 200 7 SRR OGS 10 e A % T Tk -
TR SEES BT ORAA 4> TSR R $all. R 4
HIORAA > T S2M G e $R 41, LR AE 6
SR 4 T TPE-Cagelf) & . #2401, BHERAE 6
FE IR 5> T TPE-Cagelf1 58 Ah- 1] WOGHE ML 52 66 1% Il X 4
WA HAm AL o HT, 5E R SRR -

31 WRErm>

AR B S ie R4, GRS H A, R, AR SR EI, AR T R Sk
PR, HeAh, OB SR A AR [RS8 BT S R A LA R E D RS, AR R RRE . R
Bl B VS . TLCYRMR I RN F=PIAEE . ENTAESR . R 28 kA DR R B 2%
(1 HE R BB I, BRI R S AR WETE . RIEHETEA o I B 2 A PR it
— I SERE T RS
3.2 R

RIS HU AR AN — AT, A AR 5 B B5 4 TPE-Cagel 1) A il S 56 S HIE A
FEE 2SN AIEVE BT I MARRAE o BEAS IG5 PR e, BAR R R 85— K B2 80w St v g s e
JREE R 2 IR & FE . DAAE AN ER 7, AR T R S0 58 BT SR AR 4> ST & il 4 %
BG4, 24 58 AT IR 2 1 S2 1 A s R4 R A EINAR o 5 R A 2R A 5E I IR 43 F TPE-
CagelI & il $24l RAZREMR; N4 X TPE-Cage & it 47 s N5 AN e e i vE ik . 358 40 i rp
SIS SE G, /NALIE] 2 T B AR SO0 45 BT UG, X B S0 45 B (A R B A R A
P RSN 3 EE S DGV VA VRO FE B VR R ) B DR B AT A M, S R SIS B R I ) D B . Bk Ab,
% 8B A D TR RN TE) FF E2-3 h, TR DL HE R AR AT A0 R AR DLE 4 R OB R R (1)
V2 U BRI s SRR, SRR I B R TR R B g5 R, At R AR (2)
M E T AR S, AR, T, BEZE. BHE TR IR 3) HER LA, W
SR BT T VA RN B S S 0L, BV R T R T T AR A
3.3 RELS

I SE WG, BRI RIS IR %4, {8 Chemdraw. Origin. Mestrenova%s 4 MV 844 34T
Hym b FAERE . 455 FMTESLRSLidsk, XL s RAILGHET ot 51 ie, X R s A
LI AR RBHATE S S RE, RS RS . SRR, HOm A TSR R R
WSRO0 SRR (LSRR RV L P36 Al FE L TORERE I . i S5 R B 7 55), DL R SEIG ik 25 i L
YO N 5E B = AN T THNEAT ST 5E -

4 4S5k

ARG AL LA TRER TR WSS BIRD T 2 AN T,
M B PUIREE M 1 Ok, W FRE T — M ERER S ROLRAIE)YA LR 1, 568 7 H 4
FARIN B ATEVE T ZRAE « 5256 N 2500 I T 38 A LG22 Lo et 4, B FeRcE . Bk, W20k
W ZEEL, MEEATIRAL. BEARIRYE. EA T WEWUE BRI B T 2 M OB R S
IR, BFERZ ML IR TS A SR A0-1] WOETEAX | 26 E 4% SCHK T Chemdraw ., Origin., Mestrenova
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