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Study on the Precipitation Process of Elemental Sulfur from the
Decomposition Products of Thiosulfuric Acid: Is It an Unexpected
Failed Experiment?

Haozhe Hu, Haoyu Zhang, Changsheng Lu ~
School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China.

Abstract: During the experiment “Preparation and Calibration of Sodium Thiosulfate Standard Solution”, a significant
amount of yellowish precipitation was unintentionally formed during the titration process by a freshman, due to the use
of undiluted sodium thiosulfate solution. After conducting independent investigations, the students successfully
reproduced the observed phenomenon and controlled the system’s pH to approximately 5, thereby preparing a
relatively stable sulfur colloid system. Through additional literature research, estimation, and analysis, the students
inferred the composition of the precipitate and hypothesized a homogeneous nucleation process for the precipitation
of sulfur. Finally, based on their comparison, they recommended using sulfur colloid as a substitute for the traditional
Fe(OH)s colloid in experimental teaching and classroom demonstrations.

Key Words: Sodium Thiosulfate; Sulfur precipitation; Sulfur colloid
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ARSCNK A 5206 “ BRARHR B AR HE W RO AC ) AR 7 IREE B3R E R IR MR, o 12
AR Z SIS AN G & TR SCEREEAT B LIRS HEEAE S R e R R . AT AT
A scs N gL, 34T TR R, SRR EH DA MRT, B T SRRIR, HEAk
FpH = 5, % MBOVEE KB AR R B TRINSCIR BT, 5236 /N 21 HE BT e S 36 ) T AT 3
RNZMER T, FFAIH Von WeimarnZe 46 23 AUHEAT (5 5, HEN 1 67 50 51 M B AH O DT i 72 - 1%
BRI R B MRS EE . dl T, BORBIE .. FRHAT %5 vl 54k R pHsh &% 6] 14
AU RLAR, BT & A AR D 22 OB T Fe(OH)s S 4% 1 5 A i ] T S50 B2 5 IR B TR
ZAWR RGBSR AT A1, UBIRIZA A S E T B R IR TURT DU 5 22 AR X AR S AL
PR, IR AEN B XTI MA G L.

1 SLRIEIERAUZHED
1.1 SRR

ARSI, B AERFREN0.10-0.13 g B 4% IR I ALl A ;. I8 mL. 6 mol-L ™' LR A
A0 gt AL 40, FEFREZ100 mL; 3 F SR ACHR BR AN VA AT S v I 52, I 28 A i N2 mLiE
FHATAR R, R e B4 A AR B A i R A b v VA VR IR IR B

JRE238 WA, TR0 mol L I BRACER BREN A W AT b 8 s I TSR IA R, LI/
7 VR U e B S B = R A O BRAC AR BR AN I U 1.0 mol- LY, MR HEATRRE,  JEAE A LUK B R A AR
FRANTE WCIHAT I A, PR TSI KR . R UL 1 S50 = AR i B SOk K

Rl LR RRE KB

i H& Ewl ik
EH R 0.10-0.13 g VERR FR R 2mL
Hhig 8§ mL. 6 mol-L™! 7K 100 mL
Ak 4 1.0¢g WA R 54 25 mL. 1.0 mol-L™!

1.2 ZLHRIZR

FEUATE INGRACHR BR AN A TR, I BRI MIRR S s WINE2 mLA AT, TR T (Bl K
AREL N, R PR AN, BN AGER G, WIS KL25 mLE, SZIRA RSN,
eI, AR RBEEE. 6 hELIIRFELE R, TR TE S0 88 ML & B AR RIEM IR T IR R A5
WL IR ITTE .

2 SRENLTERRA
21 SERIMREN

T HERR S AR TP, A B AT A R SIS 2 R AR A st ] 422 5 S8 1R AR
BIHLERCRE, SR AL, WEBMFEIR: WA BRMNE R, RMNERERFEE; Wiz
I mLEF, R4 R B E00E s BEJE, UUUE BE A AT PUE AR s N 4225.00 mLEF, A2 gk
EIREOUUEED). Ser, ERHpHIE R BAR REREE, 1S pH = 0.64.
2.2 FRKEA

TR, SIS/ INH ARSI DN S AR T SRR T IR AR R R 1 0 i (LR B R AR R R K K i
I HAR R YA RIR): DRIk, SO0 /N AH s 08 1 s 352 1 SRt — 2D AR FU VA WU 5 6 U e AR R 52
AN GBI IS A & 2R ER, DAL E DU 2H IR AN R I s 36 2 ) (L3R 2); RN 47 L 42 iR
A TR EL A48 e A0 BT st 1) 55 e T — 850G AE M ANBRARER R BN IA S, FpHH I BB, W E R 1A
BYTTE AR U I o
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CE1 R A BRI

2 BLRANREN E

S5 4 531 T £ /pH SOG4 ) % /% /pH
1 2.93 3 4.73
2 3.98 4 5.26

KRR P FHF LI = O %M, IR/ o1 — B R SLI IR ZR, e 1 2 10k
SEMUN TP VE AT AR RIS B8 FI . FTRAE S, INBAIR BR AN VAT % 9256 4 0 1 i AR Bt
E AR UG A 3 XN (2R E3), AR RR FE 264 R 1 L € T Tyndall RN B AN A . B2 7
PR Rk vy, Ll v S AR BRI SRR R, A IRE B IR AE s R PR o 55 ) SR A e RO Ok
WK, 2 IARE R Tyndall 38 .

E2  IABRARGEEN10 minkf Z- LR AL MBS A RNELESL, WABEXRARN N 2. 3. 4(FK2). TUF
H45 ERHETyndallB S ; 15EESHE, ErHERBKER. BP0 EXEARMNARRBRAEE4EKS0z. )

B3 10 mink FEOG R BB S LB E ) B 14H (b)) 248 (o) F3H(d)F44
(L3R S B 2 7P SR BRI B 1T &% 40 L & i FO AR B T30
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N T OB AE R Al 3R A 52 56 A v T BB AR B AR R PR, St /N B e SCERIR .
WA, PR R R A 5008 = OV I (] SRS BEAT 22l Bk seIR T AR DMK NS L,
ff FHUNICOSH® V180024 73 Y6 6 B v, RS SCHRAE AR U K560 nm4h I & DU 41 S50 R O
TR UTIE RS iR B 45 T 3K3.

R BLBANKBROCELE

1 2 3 4
0 min 1.375 0.141 0.009 0.002
10 min 1.261 0.164 0.012 0.003
20 min 1.118 0.173 0.013 0.004
30 min 1.001 0.175 0.013 0.004
40 min 0.894 0.175 0.014 0.005
50 min 0.894 0.173 0.014 0.005

MR AT AR Y, BRFE kR 1 SE S0 4, AR RO B ARk R, AT LR UE AR DT iE i .
BE S BRI ZE K, 24 3. 4= EHE BT, BIRESRER G BAEBIK, HE LA E R
12 (E4b-d). 5 1HRIBNEA SARAE, Wb EUE RER RGBT T B (E4a). 2abiie, sEi/hA
FRORINA AT RE IR R 28 TR B B oK, WA BRI SRR B N 5e 455 76 B S5 1 B TR] P9 AN P A BB
PIUTIE, (2 “IH” PUHERETo0Re 2 th a8 KR, (15t LEfEnis s, ok EUE BN .

BNk, SIE /NG AR D3 SO 2% s 56 2H Bl ) (] AR b ) R AT T T R (B 5), FERET TS
5T

AL TR FTEIL G (B 4) A2 6 BE B (GR3) A RE &2 2] . #6122 9pH = SIF(SEER3. 44H), BifR
T B2 7 AR T2 P T 7k 2 T 4 SR A T [ A o
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E5 oL IR S L% (a) 0 min (b) 10 min (c) 30 min (d) 50 min
(EBREEHNEZARIRAEL 2. 3. 42KH)

3 VIEMRRA

MRPE LI a5, TR, HEERMS5 IR AR, AR 1.2 mmol; i AGRAR
TR 4225 mmol, 76370 K ok IER TR A R KT i o i R OE T, 0 SRR R AR LA R N, AR R A BRAR B R
FRIRFE 290,192 mol- L1y B T-496.1 x 103 mol'L™!. A B 7£10.38 mol-L™'; [, XK
BNV FE IR B TR R AR 2R

TEMAAETT, AR ERENGS & 28 TR ZWIRE KT AT, SRl s . maA
TR ER IR 70 WL 224 H AN BB, B r= s 8 2%, Ao #E Tl i N R0k

S,03 +2H" — S| + SO,1 + H,0

et SCHRVERIE,  SEEG /N AR R R B TR IE Ralf Steudel 25 BRI F AR ACHR B2 40 00 R 14 20 R, 1) 4%
SRR R T CARIE 5256 260, S0 /N B i T BOL IR R S Rk 2 LR PAT . 4
PO AR S Se 36 4, A4 R RE P AR SR 20 Tyndall R, 15 W S2 86 /N LR A FE IR R S 36 261 F (1R
PR AN P2 1 R AR R

Ralf Steudel % BIF FH & R0 AH 3% (HPLC) JRBIIEIE . B AME I 5 T BohiZAk R 7= ik A7 3R AE
GEIRRE, B T AR UM B SR A AR BB R, SRR R N IR 2 R R SRR N £
TREREN: B HEBR17%, BIES, (n = 6-17)%%; Hrfr, SONFEEFY), (HHHAEIE90%; £
TR B AN 7 B 183%, BE K 440N R IR FASE . IR SUEENTNA, ZRERKEE Y U A,
H TR (Se—S173 ) B EAEH N, TRRRKL: Hhait A “misk” BARIR.

BEAh, SOk R 0l Kerker 25 4R FH 25 R AR 110,004 mol- LA A AR BR 84 74 i F10.004 mol-L-'2;
RV WU & B T VR BRI AR, JRIGE 1 M S BORL KL 73 A« Kerker 5 FT il 455 f5ORL (1 R4 73
A2, 95%HI PR A2 4 7E0.46-0.51 um 2 1], “F#5°50.48 um.

TR KA E , 1220 °CHF R AEBRAG,  JBORE M ¥ 22 it 8 KB 2 B TBUBR KL N IR B AR 40 7, T
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JR A E R OSSR T IIE . SRR RS, W E LR A e e lile, HAER T
FEI BRI R 2 RN RET . T & 2, ARSI 22 AR A IR 2 A B2 I R i JU AT s AL D 72
TEHTY, T B MR S AR R AR T R, AR R AR AE — R, BT BAE R 2 i R
G P A KRR S LTE

4 PLEES

7 1k % 5 Von Weimarn 5 28 3 tH — AN & M I W DT TE 45 S A0RL KNI 56 8 50

STEUE = K-(Co—s)/s

A, Co M YUTE 77 B (B YTSE DR TR B, s R R e I DT P R IRV R s Cos NIUTLIE FT 4R %
AR, e RS EUTEE R MBI 15 (Co—s)/s HUTTE I U I (] AR X I BB s KON IE® 4L,
BEIUERMER . NRAREEREA K.

WA AN, SER/NHARRALE T IRSE, SRR ALk RIFEAT 08U

BB b SO B (B LR o AR IR 17 %, B JRORL BT AL 5 (B BRI 4 35 A S, HLAEAN R K AL
—ANSe /Ty ARME LI M P R EBRIREE, BUSsHIEME N1.9 x 108 mol- Kg ' B!, K=1; A LLREAS,
R R BT A R 7R 2M0.384 mol- L', X MSg7r I B A8.16 x 107> mol-L™1,  H 1245 ¥ 1 2% &£ T e
A K R, AR ¥ BT 5 Se 2 TR N8.16 x 107 mol-Kg ™', MNZUTIE M/ BUE H4.3 <1075, 1R
P, KA LS VR B0 5 — AN DT — K ORI 45 5 R A U e 1 A B A 2R B R BUE N
268, T UL, PR FR PR UIHE B A2 AT DAHED, 7ESEIGAR RUTIEMIVIE, RUTTE Bukok 29k
W XANMEWT, 5FAATIELS] 4K R Tyndal 280 38 2RI BT TTUE A% 9 20 I 24 S 06 B0 8 A 445

5 VlERZIERE

BARMZ IR SEI I R OEA 17 0L BRI R, #5105 e, SEie /N R TS
SR ZAR 27 A AR AN PTUE IR B SR R B 4 7, 3 B B 2 o) SR R DT UE 5 R A4k 1)
FSCEA] i) 7

H T VR T — AN EHE B R0 R, BT A A B . 8 SCERiA e, Sege /N 2H Rk
PTRBIDIETE BUR B 1) 58w IR . —BOA N, ERZIERGERE T, A 57 B 5 XA i
PR EAE . ESEATRSEIR 6 T, VIR R AR AE X DURE G B0, B A5 AH A 53 A0 1A A I [] i 7
FE o QU FRIW BEBURIN, R d Az B B MR R, DU B A v s DO 7RI B2 38

» R AZEH CAIR B, HERFELTE RO 1 ahi%, T LIS AE iz AR H o L6
R, FAAEREHTIREE : IR T IR FERS fh iz s H B A E 8, LR HRZAIER A E: & T kS,
VUEBS T BAT s A%, PME AR EY . I S T H DA R R

Il FHH = Co/s
YT ARRER R R, TR, AR BRA N [ ARITSE 1 3h 71 22 T 2 R =N
Bk, WEREOT e MUTE S A E VIR SAAAE, B R EC 1R K M 52 SEI S%AF 52

TR 1 it B UCUE R #7225 18, 5 AR AN AE SEIR AR AR 26 A 1 P T A 38 v O 1) 40 BOBE AR O, BRE /)N o
FRHE 5286 /N R A 5. BL 22001 4EMersmannZE 7S5 () “ i MAIE —VE MR 2 R 7 2k, i
JRAEK P R FEA A 4.9 x 1070 kg-m ™, Fod AT FE 52.09 kgm™, FHXTE AN 4.3 x 10°, Ab7EY
FHPTVE X T8] 6

ATNBEFLAR XM B SRR T, DUV A%, R85 AR B “ /i1,
EATRAR B K R B AR G, B 7= A R AR (1 2 77 5 AT R AE Y. TR, S ARATT “ R
S P P AR AR IR AR IR, T DUMCSCHER TAR S 3 B UE, W5 ESCHR R ARER IR 40 e =
BRYRARBERAN. . “ R ORI Rt it — P R AR . BRAK, 52 AR IR W L 1 48

=]
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ANERUTTERURL, X BB 7 2 5006 2 TP LR B BT IE L 4L .
R AR SR I8 2K 4R 5 B SRR (R AME I, 3 & T T T I AR 22 30 1 52 R 7 20 R
X TAZ LI KRR I ELSE S5 1, B 7 )5 85 58 2 RAEBOR A A 1 7E

6 A

WA “TEIN7 SLI PR T4 T, 76462 5206 vh vl 223 LUBR AR B R 49 7 1 BUR FeCLa TR %
Wb 7 A R, P T o 2 R MG AR O I A M TR 1 2 TR BB S . AR T FeClLii &
(75, BRAR BRI 43 7 o1 4% FOE A T R AR 35

1. BRPEWISE, RT AN, JF LG S, {3 IO 2 5 T LAV 52 3 38 21 ) Tyndal LR
18 Ti85 .

2. M T AR, BRI A GBI, W LLE B B E B R .

3. AR T HAb R A 2, B R AR T DL S 1 A v p LA B 75 VA B 1 R A U R AR, LA 7E 2
o JR R R A 1 T R A AR

4. BRI NRERE, AR I

5. BERIZFHE.

6. A Srikh, (BT 9200 5 Me B 1 22 .

Bl RAFRAFAFAFZRHEFATY, TRAMZ A KN EZRRAREIFA R, ARY T ARRHENEL,

Z % X W
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