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Lu Xun and the Historical Trajectory of Marginal Intellectuals

Wang Binbin

Abstract: In the late Qing Dynasty, the abolition of the imperial examination system and the rise of modern
schools led to the large-scale production of a new cohort of lower-and middle-level intellectuals. At the same time,
the continuous return of overseas students further expanded this intellectual population. However, the level of
social and economic development at the time was unable to absorb such a large number of newly trained
intellectuals, particularly those occupying lower and middle positions within the intellectual hierarchy. As a result,
many of these new intellectuals were pushed to the margins of society and commonly faced severe difficulties in
making a living. Over successive generations, tensions between lower-and middle-level intellectuals and the
broader social structure became increasingly pronounced. Lu Xun % il himself was one of these “marginal
intellectuals”. His fictional works, such as In the Tavern, The Misanthrope, A Happy Family, and Regret for the
Past, as well as his prose piece Fan Ainong, articulate the lived experiences and historical trajectories of several
generations of new intellectuals. During the period of the “Nationalist Revolution”, the southern region, centered
around Guangdong, experienced a strong demand for new intellectuals. Consequently, many young intellectuals
who had been unemployed migrated southward and joined the revolutionary political party of the time, thereby
exerting a significant influence on Chinese society. Juansheng iH 4= , the protagonist of Regret for the Past,
exemplifies this group.

Keywords: Lu Xun; new intellectuals ; marginal intellectuals
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