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From “Li-dao” to “Jiao-dao” :
The Mid-Tang Pivot of Ritual Learning between Han and Song

Li Xu

Abstract : Ritual learning from the Qin and Han dynasties onward can be divided into two paradigms: the Han
model and the Song model. The Han-type ritual learning regards political institutions as the foundation of moral
instruction, a framework that may be summarized as “Li-dao” B{ili . By contrast, the Song-type ritual learning
prioritizes moral instruction as the guide for political order, encapsulated in the concept of “Jiao-dao” Z{i& . A
diachronic examination of the transformation from Han to Song ritual studies identifies the Mid-Tang period as the
pivotal axis, with Du You #1:4f and Han Yu 5 #I emerging as representative figures of this transition. Du You,
adhering to the “Li-dao” perspective, compiled the Tong Dian i #i , inheriting the ideas and texts from the
Hanshu Shihuozhi ¥ + £ 5% 3% and Zheng Xuan’ s #§ % scholarship, and thus came to be regarded as the
culminating master of Han-style ritual learning. Han Yu championed “Jiao-dao” for the realm, redefining the ideals
and responsibilities of the “scholar” 4 and “teacher”Jili, thereby laying the intellectual foundations of Song-style
ritual learning. Through an examination of several depictions of governance and instruction by ancient sage-kings
in the Hanshu Shihuozhi, the Tong Dian, Han Yu’s Yuan Dao JF 18 , and the Xin Tangshu Liyuezhi%ﬁ%:ﬁ FL 5
&, this article explores the dynamics of “change and continuity” in Han and Song ritual studies.

Keywords: Du You; Tong Dian; “Li-dao”; Han Yu; Yuan Dao; “Jiao-dao”
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