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Hobbes and the Political Transformation of Classical Hedonism

Luo Xiaoying

Abstract: Epicurus is the “most developed form” of classical hedonism. Based on his understanding of
happiness, justice, and the essence of the city-state, he advocated for a reclusive life away from city-state politics
and pursued a quiet life within the school community built out of friendship. For Hobbes, coexisting with
Epicurus’ non political hedonism is the political idealism that began with Socrates, and Hobbes’ modern political
hedonism can be seen as a fusion of these two traditions. Hobbes regarded the happiness of a few individuals
pursued by classical hedonism as the goal of the entire political community, and the virtue that was regarded as the
overall goal of the community by classical political idealism was replaced by happiness by Hobbes. It can be said
that Hobbes infused the spirit of classical political idealism into the tradition of classical hedonism, while rejecting
Epicurus’ restraint on happiness, ultimately completing the realistic political transformation of classical hedonism.

Keywords: classical hedonism; Epicurus; Hobbes; political hedonism; Socrates
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