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The Argument for Kant’s Thesis on Being

Hu Hao

Abstract: Kant gives three powerful arguments for the thesis on being. The first is the externality argument.
Since being posits the actual external object of the concept, whereas a real predicate only posits the internal
properties of the concept, so being is different from a real predicate. The second is the argument of sameness, that
an actual thing has one more being than a possible thing, yet they are the same thing. Being therefore is not any
property of the thing; otherwise, the actual thing would be different from the possible thing by possessing an
additional property. The third is the argument of possible nonexistence. If existence were a real predicate, then the
highest real being would necessarily exist both in idea and in actual world. Yet this being may not exist in actual
world, precisely because there is a deep gap between the idea and actuality (or between thought and being) , so
existence is not a real predicate. The argument for the thesis on being is not merely a technical exercise, but also
bears great significance for Kant’s reconstruction of metaphysics.

Keywords: existence; real predicate; externality; reductio
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