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From ° System Disconnection’ to ‘ Functional Complementarity’ .

An Exploratory Case Study of Social Forces Filling the Gap
in Youth Football Training

Liu Yang,Fang Lei
(School of Physical Education, Northwest Minzu University , Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract : Focusing on the insufficient supply and systemic gaps in football tournaments for younger age groups in China,
this study takes the " 2034 Cup" U12 Primary School Football Conference,which covers 31 provinces, as a case study.
Utilizing literature analysis,fieldwork, and logical deduction,the research explores the value of privately-run tournaments
and their functional complementarity mechanism within the youth training system. The findings indicate that these
tournaments unify the values of innovation, sustainability, high quality, and public welfare synergy through a model of "
national coverage ,multi-stakeholder collaboration,and integrated media dissemination" . Their functional complementarity is
reflected in: (1)a people-oriented value and talent-development focus,addressing early-stage selection gaps;(2)a " social
force-led + official resource-integrated" practical approach, promoting a shift from " competitive selection” to " life
education" ; (3)the synergy of " family,school ,and community" to correct utilitarian perceptions, ultimately shaping local
youth football cultural symbols. The study suggests establishing a hierarchical connection mechanism between private and
official tournaments and strengthening policy support for the classification of lower-age tournaments.
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Table 1 Tournament specifications and surrounding information of the “2034 Cup” U12 Primary Schools Football Conference
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Table 2 Key statistics on the branding of the “2034 Cup” Primary Schools Football Conference
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Table 3 Statistical analysis of post-game interviews with coaches, players and other participants of the

“2034 Cup” Ul2 Primary School Football Conference teams( excerpt)
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Table 4 List of selected players from the Chinese National Youth Team participating in the ‘2034 Cup’
U12 Primary School Football Tournament
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