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Construction and practice of a core methodological training pathway for
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Abstract: Based on the knowledge background and research needs of TCM postgraduate students, this
study developed a core methodological training pathway for traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) clinical
research that integrates foundational knowledge, core methodological content, ideological and political
education, and assessment schemes, namely the pathway for refining instruction of core methodologies
(PRIM) , together with a supporting teaching program. The pathway aims to enhance students’ mastery and
application of key concepts in clinical research methodology. Evaluation results based on a “scenario-based
simulated research” quality assessment showed that the total research quality score of the teaching reform
group, as well as the scores in three dimensions-basic protocol design, advanced data analysis design, and data
analysis outcomes-were significantly higher than those of the control group. These findings confirm that PRIM
can comprehensively and efficiently improve posteraduate students’ mastery of core clinical research
methodologies in TCM, and provide reference for cultivating TCM professionals who meet the requirements of
evidence-based medicine in the new era.
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