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Standards and pathways for building first-class traditional Chinese medicine
universities under the “Double First-Class” initiative "

LI Hongwen
(Hunan University of Chinese Medicine, Changsha 410208, China)

Abstract: Under the national “Double First-Class” initiative, higher education in traditional Chinese
medicine (TCM) faces an urgent need to construct a world-class university system with distinct Chinese
characteristics. First-class TCM universities should be characterized by high-level faculty teams, systematic
talent cultivation systems, strong capacities for original academic research, high-quality medical service
platforms, extensive international cooperation networks, robust mechanisms for cultural inheritance, and
modern governance structures. To achieve these goals, it is necessary to strengthen platform development,
enhance cultural soft power, optimize governance models, promote interdisciplinary integration, and foster the
development of distinctive disciplines and programs. Through an internal, innovation-driven, and sustainable
development pathway, TCM universities can comprehensively enhance their competitiveness in the contemporary
educational landscape and their global influence in the field of traditional Chinese medicine.
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