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Abstract: Objective To investigate the demands of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) students
regarding the content and the method of oncology education, and to provide references for improving both basic
and clinical teaching. Methods A questionnaire survey was conducted among TCM students from October to
November 2024 to explore their understanding of oncology knowledge at different stages, their demands for
teaching content, and their preferences for teaching methods. Results Among the 445 valid questionnaires
collected, TCM students had a relatively low familiarity of the latest progress in tumor treatment, with only
5. 8% being very familiar. Their understanding of the latest progress in tumor treatment significantly improved

in the clinical training phase (P<0.05), and there was a statistically significant difference between students in
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oncology-related specialties and the non- oncology specialties (P<0.05). Among respondents who had received
prior oncology instruction, 234 students (79.3%) were dissatisfied with their existing teaching materialsand
training, while only 100 students (22.5%) believed that their previous oncology-related learning could meet
their current clinical needs. There were significant differences in the level of oncology knowledge, satisfaction
with work demands, and learning motivation among students with or without clinical experience and those in
tumor-related or non-tumor-related specialties (P<0.05). The demand of non-oncology students for tumor-related
education in clinical work was higher than that of oncology students (P<0.05). Conclusions TCM students
generally have a limited understanding of oncology knowledge, and the current teaching content and methods
cannot meet their clinical needs. Their learning motivation is insufficient and is closely related to their
professional background and practical experiences. Instructors can update teaching materials annually by

referring to the latest authoritative guidelines and adopt a tailored teaching approach to different specialties and

stages to enhance students’ oncology knowledge and clinical abilities.
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