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Impaired processing of visual perception in depressed individuals

Qiu Shiming'*, Chen Shiyu®, Mei Gaoxing*

(1. School of Psychology, Central China Normal University, Wuhan, Hubei 430079 , China;
2. School of Psychology, Guizhou Normal University , Guiyang, Guizhou 550025 , China)

Abstract; Depression, known as a neuropsychiatric disorder, is generally manifested as an emotional
disorder. However,recent studies have shown that processing of depressed individuals in visual percep-
tion have been altered. From the perspectives of contrast sensitivity , visual motion perception,face per-
ception and binocular rivalry, previous studies regarding visual processing of depressed individuals were
reviewed. Furthermore , the neural basis of impaired visual perception for the depressed individuals was
reviewed as well. In the future,researchers could attempt to use the tasks of visual perception as objec-
tive diagnostic methods when distinguishing depressed individuals from non-depressed individuals, ba-
sing upon different subtypes of depression.
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