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Expression analysis of AP2/ERF's genes in alfalfa regulated by exogenous NO under

drought stress

WEN Xiao-Yue', ZHAO Ying"**, WANG Bao-qiang"*’, WANG Xian"*, ZHU Xiao-lin"*, WANG Yi-zhen'*,
WEI Xiao-hong'***

1. College of Life Science and Technology, Gansu Agriculture University, Lanzhou 730070, China; 2. Gansu Key Laboratory of Crop
Improvement & Germplasm Enhancement, Lanzhou 730070, China; 3. Gansu Provincial Key Laboratory of Aridland Crop Science,
Lanzhou 730070, China; 4. College of Agronomy, Gansu Agriculture University, Lanzhou 730070, China

Abstract: Alfalfa (Medicago sativa) is the most widely grown forage legume crop in the world. APETALAZ2/
ethylene-responsive (AP2/ERF) transcription factors play a key role in plant resistance to abiotic stress. Nitric oxide
(NO) , as a signaling molecule in plants, plays an important role in plant drought resistance. In this study,

bioinformatics methods were used to identify members of the alfalfa MsAP2/ERF gene family and analyze their
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response patterns to NO and drought. The MsERF07 gene, which strongly responds to NO regulation, was
screened from the MsAP2/ERF gene family for subcellular localization. The results showed that all members of the
family contained AP2 domains, and the number of amino acids in their proteins ranged from 176 to 422. Subcellular
localization predicted that most proteins were localized in the nucleus. MsERFO01 and MsERF 11 were closely related
and had similar domains. 61.54% of MsAP2/ERF genes contained only exons and also had highly similar conserved
motifs. Protein interaction showed that MSERF01 and MsERF11, MsERFO05 and MsERFO07 were all located at the
same node in the protein interaction map. The 13 MsAP2/ERF gene family members were unevenly distributed on
13 chromosomes, and there were 43 cis-regulatory elements related to light response, tissue-specific expression,
stress and plant hormones in the promoter sequences of the MsAP2/ERF gene family members. In addition,
transcriptome sequencing data analysis of alfalfa showed that the expression of most MsAP2/ERF gene family
members increased under the regulation of NO, and further qRT-RCR experimental results showed that exogenous
NO promoted the expression of MsAP2/ERF genes under drought stress. The MsERF07 gene was cloned, and
subcellular localization results showed that the protein was localized in the nucleus and cell membrane. This study
provides a basis for subsequent research on the molecular mechanism of the alfalfa MsERF (07 gene action in response
to drought stress.

Key words: drought stress; nitric oxide; alfalfa; AP2/ERF

A E A (Medicago sativa) J& 5 R 5 AL F2 0 1 R U 00 A5 (R R, DL 7 98 T il 1 Mk R A S5 R AR
PN W2 E, B TR E R R IR A A R XA B SR R A SR BT
Fof b 7 1] PG G SR S X OB RO B 2 60.6%0) 2 TR B e, R R, — Ak
A (nitric oxide, NO) 1k —Ff /N {1 SARAF 543, 38 3k 200 Jf 1) F1T 200 JE o 193 3 42 4% 3 3 Al 0 A6 i sh 15 B,
FE ML Y0 T A R T BB A . AR KR B NO BEE S M 56 3K NG Rk O N T R e . i, —
AL EURE I 1 T LEA JE R AY 220k DA T U6 68 T 5 38 % 48 B ( Vigna radiata) B9 4K FVRAR AR R 05 Ae-
WRKY15, AtWRKY25, AtWRKY40 fl At--WRKY53 76 NO kb 3 F & 2% i #3570 AMKF B, ERE
(Glycine max)"™ (iM% ( Brassica napus)"™ . T K (Zea mays)"* 55 Ky v 3 2 it i — 4046 & T Dl m 9 9+ 525 1k
i SR AL A A5, AT 2 fige T 52 0 360 X A R P B AR . R R AR K A B SRR R INNO JE L B R R AR B T R
FH G R AR Sk OKOF b 6 IR 208 R 5k R F 1 (ethylene responsive factor 1, ERF1) AH [ 3% ik & & 3% 1
SRS NO S5 T AEY A 39658 09 98 5 AL, OF FLRE 52 % T 5 1360 X0 A 40 s B ) B2 L R ©UE B e i
4} (sodium nitroprusside , SNP)AE i NO ZME A ]t 25 38 5 A 9 19 i Sk

UEAE R SR A8 78 PR LB 53 32 97 ph 2% SR 285 R0 A T 3 1) 35 DR 38 308 2 1 9 2, Sy 0 s Ry e 0 o 3 45
36 S0 T B B9 T AN T SR DR R — S BB O 4 B DR 3R OK 9 B 1 T, EAB W) 32 B S 58 I 30 B 4 5 R iR Ak
P19 5T 2 A e A 4 A 3l A5 5 A% 3o D 4 T T i R, DT 9T 42 e 9 %o A SR 3 B8 SR B (R e . AP2/ERF $& A
FGEAEAR Y B LB 5 b die Ry T3z DU AR TS T R T 32 P A DG R Y 3R a8 TR OGS T o AR T 5 A AL
R SF 858 5 AP2/ERF 843 b 24~ W K Ji% , il 4§ AP2 .DREB/CBF .ERF fl RAV 4 5K Ji% , ERF . 5% % 2
— > AP2/ERF &5 #4sk , 7T 73 4y 5 A4~ £ B 5 % , ERF #1 DREB/CBF, ERF WK 1 £ % 2 5 M W) 1830 56 5% 10 T
(I 28, T 5 ER A A, BFSY R BT ERF W S5 09 B s 48 T R a0 T ek W B JF B S MY S
PEREEVIA Y 1 F ik MSERF003 1% 36 R M %5 ( Nicotiana tabacum ) ¥ ¥k H B A AT 8 4 0 A% K M, H: i 4
PR o R S TR AR, R SR PR E 111 . OSERFS3 AR g — i 0 T 40 M % (0 5% 3% IR 1, B g
R AR A W e T Gk OsERFS3 fiE 3 42 5 K F8 (Oryza sativa) Wi 2E" . 5% 3 K 5 A9 i 52 0 3l o
GmDREBI1 5 ERF 2% 53¢ [ 7 I8 it 5 — RO I8 45 T 0 W 3e A DG SE B (g SRk 42 7+ . £k ZmERF21 3
W S E R R A JE B T A5G HAR R (L0 BT TR ) R Ca 5 A1 O K& I DL K JHCAth 7 380 S i s [T A 35



156 ACTA PRATACULTURAE SINICA(2025) Vol. 34,No. 6

K, NS5 Tk TR N . CqERF24 1 rE IF (Arabidopsis thaliana) W ) 3 2 31K 38 i 8 bt & AL B 15
PE R BTG AR DG By W 18 3k ROk B B P R L BR K DL AN #E B (Ipomoea batatas)” | F i (Solanum
Lycopersicum) """ SERIY) L F 38 ERF 5& #5248 S A 90 (P 24 B L nT WL, AP2/ERF 76 4 X+ 52 3
R E EEAE M . BRI R SR SR 2 — SR AEH S TE AP2/ERF R 500 h (1 W 5% A e A7
i .

R Tk LR AN NO FE 1S 58 5846 5 T8 U1k T i IR EE AL AS BIF 5 35 T 0 SR 4 Y 4 e B NO
TSR0 1 134 54 B 1§ MsAP2/ERF B0 BT AW E B2 00 456 T 20 T iR a s
A3 A QRT-PCR, 5 6 78 NO FIF 5 Jh 8 T 5 i 35 89 MsERFO7 3217, i i 58 [ MSERFO7 3£ A, HE4T W 40 i &
BLBIE5E A= W) 43 5 W D ae AR I BIL L, S BIF 53 58 A B 7 107 220 306 B A AL 1) LA R 85 B 00 R Bt A B2 AR B0 S 4
1 MHBE5FE
L1 X

AW LABT 5P 0 HLX NO SRR 2806 B 75 b B =458 Cln H R Al K5 A i B2 R 22 Be - A7) ik
Bbret, T 2023 4F 37 27 H A T EL AR 0 15 em Y ZRHEZE T, BT HOR A Ml R 2 A i Bk 2 A 57 e 4 49y 30 B
ARSI FE P R R . W BORPRLIRLE HL G HUE AR B AE A, 2 0. 1 %0 HgCLIH # 5 min J&5 , 25 85 F 7K ik 5~
6K, SR 5 /KR 24 he B5) mi Bk T2 A & R KR E I8 L AE &b w2 d PR kb 8K 43 35 3R 45 d s
X EEAE B G Wi AT AR B . ISR BT O« IE R BEK X IR (CK) 5 1020 PEG-6000 (3R £~ 6000) ;0. 1 mmol- L'
SNP+10% PEG-6000 (SNP+PEG) . & MALHBE 3 HE AR 0.3.9.12.24 48 hoR R EH & 41
R EAT R 22
1.2 &Kk
1.2.1 AWELFS T B2 Y 159 A58 46 B 18 ERF 3% 5 B 1 850808 o vh ), Jiit i 20 i 1 2 5 1 i) 4%
AE T 4y W R B e s AL DN R 3 A AR R M RE AR AT 13 WA T 52 38 AT NO E’JM;APZ/ERF?EU%@%EZJ\O
ffi FH ExPASY (https://web. expasy. org/protp aram/ ) £ 2 #4113 FE AR AL B . BUSCA Fil il 8 11 57 I 4 g
FE 37 (http://busca. biocom mp. unibo. it/) . MEGA 7.0 () ClustalW &k {4 % [ 3k 2 4~ ¥ Fp R 48 46 B 16 AP2/ERF
EAFS T Z W ot . fili H MEGA 7.0 f 5 K 8L %% (maximum likelihood , ML) ik W # R & L F W . H
Evolview (http://120. 202. 110. 254 : 8280/evolview ) Xt ik b i i 17 3546 . (I 3 T web U AE W (5 B % T A
GSDS 2.0 (http://gsds. cbi. pku. edu. cn/index. php) BJE 78 MsAP2/ERFs 5 H (4 4h &b /N 3 B K 4L 454
H Motif Elicitation (multiple expectation maximization for motif elicitation, MEME Suite) (http://meme-suite.
org/) "™ ST AL B 15 AP2/ERF & M09 O ~F 5507, e KL 20 B0 3 Oy 10, i 76 £8 8K 1 ExPaSy SWISS-
MODEL (https://swissmodel. expasy. org/inter active) ¥} MsAP2/ERFs 3 [H JE 47 = 4k 2546 1 [a) P A .
TBTOOLS 4k {4 % MsAP2/ERFs 3 B i 47 4% 0 & 52 7 40 #7 . F H PlantCARE (http: //bioinformatics. psb.
ugent. be/webtools/plantcare/html/ ) 48 >k 10 i3 2l W AE I ek . F STRING (http: //STRINGdb. org/)
BRI A A T CEEBR S 0. 4) 7

7E NCBIJT 81 3 BURY %8 o 38 50 A6 1 765 4 1 ok A 1 RINA I 50808 (45 55 : PRINA478630) , Il JH hisat 2 4 #

AL AE LR E T, «H?’z‘%éﬁ*ﬂ’]fﬂl%ttﬁ?ﬂﬁ%mqj J12 JHl Feature Counts #1731 45 , 15 2] B X A5 #fiE 1k
S5 IR IR WE 5 TB tools 4 il #4 1A, 3 3k & = {K FH log2 FPKM (fragments per kilobase of exon model per
million mapped fragments, FPKM )35,

1.2.2 5t i o # A Primer Premier 5. 0 #F472¢ € it PCR W5 #iit (R D). Wit S BEFEY 1
K, 100~200 bp; 51K B, 20~25 bp ; K5 L il JE (melting temperature, Tm) ,55~65 °C,

1.2.3 RNA @IS E & PCR - AR TAY TR EE) B A R A UNIQ-10 £ Trizol £ RNA #2 Bt
£ PSR B RNA, B A M-Mu LV 55— cDNA A 838 7] £ 300 55 RNA 3845 19 cDNA 8 qRT-PCR
J R BEAR , 5190 MsActin-F 1 MsActin-RVE R 56 N 2 5K, 52 E 5 PCR(qRT-PCR) i Light Cycler
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96 1Y #% (Roche, Hi 1+ ) gt

7o WESMMAEYFHE Wi 2 ““Tﬁ%““ﬁﬁ,‘fizﬁﬁAPZ/ERFs%
FR AR Rk SR ] SPSS ST i 32 T UL RS, 36 5 330 R 4% ik D5 7 S ] i 8] 69 A1 % R0

AT T 2%

ST RARZR K 20 pL:cDNA 1 pL, EF#ESI1#4 1 pL .SYBR 10 pL .ddH,O 7 pL. Jir“&r“ﬁ 95 “C T As 1

305,95 CAEPE 10 5,60 ‘CiB k 30 s, 72 ‘CHEAH 30 s, 40 MEIH,

£1 qRT-PCR3|#

Table1 qRT-PCR primers

HA 3.

BT B b 51 4 e 41 RS 8

Gene ID Gene name Forward primer sequence Reverse primer sequence
MS. gene057432. t1 MsSERFO01 AGATTACCAAACAGCCGCCA TAGCACCACTGCCACGTAAG
MS. gene022984. t1 MSERF02 AACCGAAGAGTGAACAGCCT TCCTGCAAGGGTTGGTTGAA
MS. gene31024. t1 MSERF03 TCGTAACCCTCCACCAGCTA CCTTGCAGAAGGAATACCCGA
MS. gene011550. t1 MSERF04 ATGCGTCAATGGGGCAAATG TTGAGGTAAGCCGAAGAGCC
MS. gene30848. t1 MSERF05 TGCCACTACTCAGGCAAAGG GGCGGCTATAGTCGTGTCAA
MS. gene072828. t1 MSERF06 CTCTAACAGCCGCCTTGGAA CAGTAGCCAGCAACACTCCA
MS. gene006341. t1 MsSERF07 sCCGGAGAGTGTGTTTGAGA ACTCCGGCACTGTATCCTCT
MS. gene58366. t1 MsERFO08 CCACCGCCGCTTGATTTAAC ACGTGCGAATGCGTCAAAAA
MS. gene022105. t1 MSERF09 ATGGGCAGCTGAAATACGTGA TTGTGCCTTTGAATTTGAGTGC
MS. gene030784. t1 MSERF 10 TACCGCGGAGTTAGACAACG ATGGAAGCGCATGTGAGGAA
MS. gene025280. t1 MsERF11 CATCGGATGGGACGACAACA TCTCCGGCACGTAGAAATCG
MS. gene067817. t1 MSERF12 CAGGAAGATGGCGTTGTTGC AGCACGGGTCGAAATAGTGT
MS. gene016368. t1 MSERF13 AGGAATCAATGCCGTGACCA AGGCGGGGTAGTTGTTGTTT

1.2.4 MsERFO07 % H 1 v B K 0 40 i 2% 4 ) 44 DU S22 46 5 48 1 89 cDNA i #E 4, A 2 X Easy

Taq PCR Super Mix( +dye) #4171 PCR ¥

, FH 1% BHE b 68 e | K 4G T 3 o] i (3% BB TIANGEN 3% 38 308 b 5

JBE DNA (7] Wiz 328 750 & 156 W3 43 #8420 0 e, i IV 200 i 7 37 284K pC AMIBIA 1300-35S-EGF P JBUkL , 4 I BR i 44 4 1)
fitf Kpn T Al Sal T 445800k Bk 2 AL, 120 Sat W 58 Jee el VKA 00, I A9 45 10647 S BR W B8 JEE DNA Lg% |3 [l
W) MSERFO7 X£ PR 3 386 7= 9 Fn 26 Ptk 28 1R B B 4% B8 Clon Express® 11 One Step Cloning Kit 15d B 45 #4) £ [A] J5 &
20 R WA Z K b3 R UR TR 4H 7R W 60 BB pCEGFP-MSERFO7 # 4k K i AT 3 JF #E AT g VI 4 2 . V) 56 1E )5 1 #ff
B4 S RE B A IV 440 B R A iR 3R A&, iy 4 B pCEGFP-MSERFO7, Fl T F — 255 .
1.2.5 RATEHEAL R AHEOE 5L K9 FF 18 IR 32 45 DHSa, 43 510 PR BCD 206 W 19 B3 7% T 5 mL & 47 ¥t
A LB AR 3R 3, 28 °C 230 remin 55 5% 12~18 h, LA M4 7 1 19 T W VR 8 PCR MR, #E 47 B PCR %
E B H bR SR I BRI AE T — 80 C& M.
1.2.6  HH A 5t 4% i A0 R0 200 Hg 2 o7 W 4% 1 B £ 1 i 4 Rk B AR pCAM-MSERFO07-EGFEP () ¢ #T i
HAR YW, pCEGFP 25 # i 4 FT B B8 8 1E o 4 R (CK) , 36 B 4~5 J& K # BL 4 9 0 50 S b R [ 35 38 A 1G4 &
(Nicotiana benthamiana) , H1 4~ 3256 AR TEHEAE , 76 202345 10 A 23 H#& A T B 42 R 15 cm B9 SRHAE 2 b, ApAl )5
LSRR L) 5 mL i — U TR SRR S A B 3 R A Y BRI 0 G B R R R R A AR
W CAR YL A I B RCE TN TR B 12 h D b SRR 5688 R IR A T 8538 48 hm 3R G Jm A = it |
WOt I R A F A A T 2 AR (A5 . LSCM 800; 7 Hb : 18 [ ) 7 488 nm MOt I K T UL EE, o2 B 1Y 3 I ) = 3k
.
1.3 # a2

& i Microsoft Excel 2010 # B % , SPSS 17. 047 75 2081, i@ 1 Duncan ik e AL #L 0] B E M2 7 &G
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fiff H Origin 2021 217 .

2 HBREHGH

2.1 MsAP2/ERFs & R o4 3k K ACK R 57

b xF 134 A6 B 45 MsAP2/ERFs @ 5L )7 91 0 43t , 13D KR A 8 & A AP2 2549 3, )& T ERF WK
W HAEMREH R 176 (MSERF09) ~422(MsERF13) , AH X%} 43 F i °5 19699. 82 Da(MsERF09) ~47454. 26 Da
(MsERF13) . % H 5 4. 58(MsERFO1,MsERF11)~9. 76 (MsERF03) , %% {£. 1 5 i) MsAP2/ERF 3 [ i) #i¢
A5 HL s B T RE 2 DY LR 8 1 SO ST A TS [, e 8 S MSAP2/ERFs 55 1, s/ T 7, B M, 12 R M 4
b & AR, 5 A MSAP2/ERFs B %5 W 5 K F 7, 20 M o Br A7 56 A 7 35 S5 K 35 B0 b —0. 446
(MSERF11)~—0.928(MsERF13) , & W EA1A B &8 )& B A 22K Ve o 7 40 J 5 A7 7000 & 78 MSERFOI .
MSERF03 MsERF04 MsERF06 MsERF07 MsERF09 MsERF 10 MsERF 11 MsERF12 MsERF 13 ¥J 5 {3 78 41
W% , i MSERF02 MsERF05 MsERF0S #5& if T 4¢ 1 (£ 2) .

#2 13 MsAP2/ERFs ERHE A IBL R
Table 2 Basic physicochemical properties of 13 MsERFs genes

HN RS EILRECH 7T SR FIRITE . 240 L 5E 37
Gene name Gene ID Number of amino acids (aa) Molecular weight (Da)  Isoelectric point GRAVY  Subcellular localization
MSERF01 ~ MS. gene057432. t1 217 23830. 29 4.58 —0.535 il ffd #% Nucleus
MsSERF02  MS. gene022984. t1 233 26506. 06 8.91 —0.758 2% {4 Chloroplast
MSERF03  MS. gene31024. t1 324 35332.93 9.76 —0.572 il ffd #% Nucleus
MsERF04  MS. gene011550. t1 199 21765. 18 5.93 —0.551 4 ffi #% Nucleus
MSERF05  MS. gene30848. t1 243 27717. 37 6.55 —0.676 It 4 Chloroplast
MsSERF06  MS. gene072828. t1 231 25918. 02 5.71 —0.526 i ffl #% Nucleus
MSERF07  MS. gene006341. t1 180 20443.92 5.76 —0.687 il ffl #% Nucleus
MSERF08  MS. gene58366. t1 210 22898. 71 9.66 —0.596 4% {4 Chloroplast
MSERF09  MS. gene022105. t1 176 19699. 82 7.89 —0.823 il ffl #% Nucleus
MSsERF10  MS. gene030784. t1 288 32496. 66 7.01 —0.558 4}l #% Nucleus
MsERF11  MS. gene025280. t1 202 22322.82 4.58 —0.446 il ffl #% Nucleus
MsERF12  MS. gene067817. t1 259 28852.95 5.76 —0.661 4 il #% Nucleus
MsERF13  MS. gene016368. t1 422 47454. 26 5.54 —0.928 il i #% Nucleus

GRAVY : B35 K PE Grand average of hydropathicity.

2.2 MsAP2/ERFs AR Z AR A sttt b5 & & ZAF W & B 57

M E LA AT UL, T B R A8 B 15 h AP2/ERF 3 2Z (8] (1 ¢ &, 0 2 80 R JF K 52 BT 2 0 114 26 11 )5 9 Oy Sk aih
W R G AR, 5 AT % E MR IT AP2/ERF KA 0 08 T ~ V4, Rl MEGA 7.0 % %
MsAP2/ERF & H#EF7 9L 0 b . 45 R %M, MsSERF01 MsERF 04 MsERF05 MsERF06 MsERF07 MsERF11
J&F Group 1 ,H¥EZ KR ,MsERFI12J8 T Group Il , MsERFO08 J& F Group Il , MsERF03 \MsERF09 J& T
Group IV ,MsERF02 MsERF 10 MsERF 13 W J& F A H1 43 41, % F %5 UV A 5C 19 85 (5, $E00 & AT 5 A AH U AR 9
SURE. N TN E R Z A SN RER R IR R B R T N I B M R I AR R SR
mL,—HHIIAMEFEAS 3R EEEAIEREAEXR, Kb MsSERFOI, MsERF11 #l MSERF05
MsERFO7%‘MJ‘%‘U¢T§FIFLVE[’§IEPE"JEJ#/I\%,@,Xﬁ?ﬁiﬁlﬂ#%ﬁﬂ’\]ﬂﬁﬁ\%,Eﬂ]ﬂﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁiiﬁééﬁi
(E1B).
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Fig. 1 Construction of phylogenetic tree (A) and protein interaction network (B) based on amino acid sequences of AP2/ERF

gene family in alfalfa, Arabidopsis and soybean

2.3 MsAP2/ERF & B %kt B 2 ¥ 54 F 2 M3 o 7

T Bk 20 DR AR B DR 2 P i 8 D B B R S A MsA P2/ ERF B IR A1 8 - RN & - 454, S50
HE PR AT ORE g 00 B8R BT A5 R D T RE . AR I A5 M KB Y MSERFOI, MSERF04 . MSERF06 . MSERF 07 ,
MSERF08 . MsERF10. MsERF11 . MsERF12 ¥ & 47 4 % F , MSERF02 . MsSERF03 . MsERF 05 . MsERF09
MSERF 13 W &5 47 78 4b . F f N & 7, b MSERF03 \MsERF05 MsERF09 R & 45 244 i F , MsSERF02 5
MSERFI134y & S A SR 7, RTA RN IR FRZAFEN(E 2A), L EZ R R EEE R
AP2/ERF &R 5 W B 03 7E Ak o A% vh D Be AR XS O <7 (H W A2 7E D g 40 b . Tl MEME %R 78 0 IR 55 45 B W] T
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MsAP2/ERF 3 R 58 15 8 B2 (0 4 5F 580 3% 5 51, OF 78 MsAP2/ERF P2 @ 13 MRSF P, 0 A8 B T
MSERF02, BT A7 3 AR5 47 Motif 2, % W] Motif 2 75 & 70 5 P b A7 36 B B B2 T RE , BR 1t DAAL , 76 Bir A7 2k IH) v
P 2% O FOBIT 114 i PR G R < 45 g Sl BT A 5 110 L R AL SE S AR BL L 49 B MSERF 015 MSERF 1155 % KR AR, E A
f14 5 S 435 4 38 4 611 & Motif 1. Motif 2. Motif 3. Motif 5. Motif 6, Motif 8\ Motif 12, % W] & {117 g B A LI 4> T
ifie (K 2B fpE 2C) .

PfH By B
P-value Motiflocations
MsERF06 3.67e-141
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