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Effects of mir-152-3p on vascular smooth muscle cells and the underlying
mechanism

XU Jin, YANG Bo
( Department of Cardiovascular Meduine , Renmin Hospital of Wuhan University , Wuhan 430060 , Hubei , China)

[ Abstract] Objective:To explore the effects of miR-152-3p on vascular smooth muscle cells ( VSMCs) . Methods ; ox LDL stim-
ulated vascular smooth muscle cells, ApoE knock out mice was used to establish atherosclerosis animal model. qRT-PCR was used to de-
termine the expression of miR-152-3p and TGFB2 Mma. CCK-8 assay, transwell assay and TUNEL assay were performed to measure
VSMCs proliferation , migration and apoptosis. The potential target genes of miR-152-3p were predicted by bioinformatic analysis. Inter-
action between miR-152-3p and TGFB2 was validated by qRT-PCR, western blot and luciferase reporter assay. Results; MiR-152-3p
was found significantly decreased in high fat diet ApoE knock out mice and in VSMCs treated by oxidized low density lipoprotein (ox-
LDL) with time-dependent and dose-dependent manner. Transfection of miR-152-3p mimics inhibited the proliferation and migration a-
bility of VSMCs while miR-152-3p inhibitors worked the opposite effects. Mechanically , we confirmed that transforming growth factor be-
ta2 (TGFB2) was a target gene of miR-152-3p. Conclusion: MiR-152-3p inhibits VSMCs proliferation and migration via suppressing
TGFB2.
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REFRA EZE AR AR A . R AR R, OR 2 SR
$eR,TGF-B2 257 AS kR E, AU T
TGFB2 A LI {E #F VSMCs ()3 5 FiiF &7, it 2 1
TGFB2 i3 i T I 45 P BT 850 3 26 fF 5% 3 T
TGFB2 "] REXT AS By b fE H A A AL HE/EH o 48
1M, TGFB2 () L i P 2 AL i AN 8 T 2

A 5% 3 28 f ] ox-LDL il # VSMCs, [W] i ffi
HI/NEUEEST AS PR, R A #4898 miR-152-3p Hil
TGFB2 #£ VSMCs Iy it 25 AL v 4 EL 44 1 Al A 2 4L
il , LA e — 45 B AS & AR &k R o R p Y B IS S
filh, RGBT IR AS 19 5 RO FH A A Bt A S

1 #ARETE

1.1 SEIe##

N VSMC 4i gy B o R 22 B 40 g o o RP-

MI1640 3532 W G 28 135 A BE & F1 8 W B3 Thermo
( Waltham, MA, 3¢ H )., Lipo-
fectamine3000 .75 %5 £ /4% 8 2 . TRIzol ik 57 £1 2% 5
Z K I 3 77 & W B Invitrogen ( Carlsbhad, CA, 3
). TGFB2 WAz AU Jii ki \ TGFB2 58 A% Y Jii ki , TG-
FB2 i % 35 i B ( pcDNA3. 1-TGFB2 ) . miR-152-3p
mimics, miR-152-3p inhibitors % B 1 %5 B8 35
GenePharma ( ¥ ) f##@, C57BL/6 /NI A Tt
SRR AR S5 S W R o R . TUNEL A& il 3
CCK-8 i& 7| & W 3L F Beyotime Biotechnology ( I
1) o Bt TGFB2 HLARFN L 5T/ B 1gG B H Ab-
cam ( ), Transwell /NZE W H Corning (JLE)
1.2 A&
12,1 @5 e e n 041 N VSMCs 41 g
& 10% JiG 4 Mg 1% 75 75 R /555 R 1) RPMI1640
B E T 37 CCO, IR 8l 5% i35 3% 46
R . TEANIE B X BRI IR T 0. 25% B
it EAT I AAL AR o PO BRI 3 40 L, T A A AU
LABEFL 5 % 10°/FL 1 2 BE AR R AE 6 FLAR T , o i Bl 2
KA e Ja, Ao At 0 R Y U B 43 flE A Lipo-
fectamine3000 # TGFB2 i 3 ik i ki . miR-152-3p
mimics , miR-152-3p inhibitors K H: B ¥ %t B4y ( NC-
mimics 1 NC-inhibitors ) 43 %Il 5 A A VSMC 4 Jig .
fEJa gE 925 b, 3 Bl 0,25,50,100 mg/L #Y ox-
LDL 43 VSMCs 24 h 5({# /] 100 mg/L i ox-LDL
43S AbFE VSMCs 0,6,12,24 h,

AL s> NC 4 (IEH Hi 97 ) Lox-LDL 4 (i J1]
ox-LDL Hil| # VSMCs) . ox-LDL + NC-mimics #H ( |n]
VSMCs H1 %5 Y% NC-mimics F-{# ] ox-LDL &) | ox-
LDL + miR-152-3p mimics 24 ( [i] VSMCs H1 %4 4% miR-
152-3p mimics F-ffi A} ox-LDL 4b ¥ ) | ox-LDL + NC-

Fisher Scientific

inhibitors #H ( [i] VSMCs 1 %% 4t NC-inhibitors F-{ii Ffj
ox-LDL #bF) Lox-LDL + miR-152-3p inhibitors £H ( [i]
VSMCs H1 %% 4 miR-152-3p inhibitors F-{fi f ox-LDL
RE3R) | ox-LDL + miR-152-3p mimics + pcDNA3. 1-
TGFB2 4 ( [i] VSMCs 1 3% 4t miR-152-3p mimics
1 pcDNA3. 1-TGFB2 F{#i Ffj ox-LDL &b ) .

1.2.2 AS MR WMz ARSLEEH 80 H 8 Ji#
C57BL/6 /N, Horp 60 H o 8015 85 H E 5L X R B
INEL(ApoE” /NEL) ,20 H g 85 4 A (wild type, WT)
C57BL/6 /NRR.o FirfE WT /DR A ,10 B WT /NRLH
FLERL M 57 (normal diet, ND) , 53 4h 10 2R H & i
1Akl M 3% (high fat diet, HFD) ApoE’/’ /INEF, 10
R HT R R 57,50 R FH v A ) i 7 D) gt
SEE) DKok AR RE AR A RS . P A /N B T B R R R R
KA SRR B IR E (22 £2)C, W EH 50% ~
60% o RN T4 % N I %RF 12 h JEE (8:00
~20:00) F1 KT (20:00 ~ Y H 8:00) 2 & E . H
40 HUE IR IR ApoE /NSy 4 41, A1 10 1
miR-152-3p mimics NC ZH . miR-152-3p mimics 4 .,
miR-152-3p inhibitors NC £, miR-152-3p inhibitors
2, ApoE FEPH m B /N BRUAE 0 M5 1 A S, 4 miR-
152-3p mimics BY, inhibitors B H X} L 19 BH P %t B8 DA
20 mg - kg™ - dUHIEREE A 0.2 mL AEERE K P, 9F
I R K A3 M TE /N BRAR Y, 2 RS 1R
12 JE 55 FR 45 o5 A B8N B, 3 15 /0 B 32 30 ik F- 0L
i, APRSY LR T RZ SRR AR E
Bt sl 10 B 2 D S b

1.2.3 miR-152-3p #1 TGFB2 mRNA #y# 0  ffi Jf
TRIzol 27 £ B /Iy BRI I A1 A VSMCs & RNA, AR
it Bio-Rad PCR Z& %; ( Bio-Rad, CA, USA) [# k7 1 J7
2 ffi | qRT-PCR # ] miR-152-3p # TGFB2 mR-
NA ik, U6 fE NN S, M RA B R 27
JrEHEATIHH A, &SI P A A i miR-152-3p: [
5'-ACACTCCAGCTGGGTCAGTGCATGACAG-3", T i
5'-CTCAACTGGTGTCGTGGAGTCGGCAATTCAGTTG
AGCCAAGTT-3"; TGFB2: I II: 5'-TTAGAAATGTG-
CAGGATAATTGCT-3", F i#: 5'-CAGAAGTTGGCAT-
TGTACCCT-3"; U6: I Ji: 5'-GCTTCGGCAGCA-
CATATACTAAAAT-3", Fi#:5-CGCTTCACGAATTT-
GCGTGTCAT-3",

1.2.4 TGFB2 k3 # M [o] VSMCs 40t fim A 27
W, T 2% )5 A 4 °C,12 000 rpm, .0 15 min, I
B . BCA 2 M . SDS-PAGE HJk J5 #%
JEE T, A BT TGFB2 HipfA& (1: 1 000 #i &) ,4 C
WEE T W& o %, TBST PRk 5 HRP ARic (9 th 341
/NER IgG(1:2 500 7 ) = RIFE 1 h, B A F M
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k24 & W 5 PVDF 58 R I, 8 5% OF O A7 18 A
K FH G 50 A1 554 Tmage] Xt Western blot 52 56 i 15
GEREARATIKE . A% RER 3 K, L
GAPDH Jy g 4} 1, 45 5L K B LU AR R o

1.2.5  BUK K & B 5 50 %0 9 miR-152-3p # TGFB2
BA B A% R A Y E B 2 B miR-
152-3p 7£ TGFB2 E #4541 5 JF Hl PCR Xf TGFB2
I miR-152-3p W45 & 00 ST P3G . B R B3
Fr B4l A %] pmiR-GLO report 3% {4, ¥ & TGFB2 B
AERIEORE (TGFB2 WT) o FH 3 PR 98 A8 B ACKE 38 9 4%
IR 2E7E , 14 £ TGFB2 77 R fi % (TGFB2 MUT)
F TGFB2 4§ A= 74 iz ki, TGFB2 %€ A% 74 57 ki F1 miR-
152-3p mimics BY, mimics-NC #% Y40 il J5 , F ¢ ' 2 1
RGN 32 70 B 1A ARG, o S G 4% 20 98 ' 3R Tl T
1.2.6 CCK-8 % # | VSMCs #4 74 7 £ VSMCs
BEYe 48 h 5, H R AR 1 Ak O R A0 i, A g
M2 B R 2 x 10 A4 ffd/mL, 96 LR H 4 fL # Fh
100 pL A0S, BA B S5 N E L. B FRE T
i s SRR P, AR SERE 9% 24 h 36 h 48 h Fl1 72 h, %
A B[] B — 2 40 i, B LA CCK-8 10 wlL, 4k %E
Rig% 1.5 h e FRAL I K 450 nm 40 0 45 £L 1 W
JE(OD) fE .

1.2.7 Transwell 52554 ] VSMCs 3T #% &2 /7 HUXT
BUE KW VSMCs 41 i, il £ 2 x 10°/L ) 40 fifg &
W, HC100 L B2Fh T Transwell /N3 437 240 Jifd 5 BE
&, E2 A% 1% FBS f{) RPMI1640 £ 327,24 fL
T ZE A 600 WL & 10% i 25 I35 i 1 35 0, 4k
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miR-152-3p HIXIRIEKF =

miR-152-3p At &ikAKT =

=4
°
I
a
o
I

WT(ND) ~ WT(HFD) ApoE-/-(ND)ApOE-/-(HFD) 0

ox-LDLjf& (mg/L)

LGSR 18 h,4% Z R EE[E 2, 45 sk e ta, A oRK
i, JoK S K JE , B /N M A i R AT RS
AR, D) T /0N R A RO S M) G %
ANEEHR L HCS A OEE TBCA  ER , SE
¥EE 3K,
1.2.8 TUNEL # Il VSMCs A = 1 W &4
VSMCs 4b B 58 B8 J5, 25 15 9% 55, PBS Y ik — k. M
B JE G A0 [ 7 W ] 5 4 L 30 ~ 60 min, PBS Pk % —
Wo A GG A YR, VIR E 2 min, AR
50 WL TUNEL K% ,37 °C 3 EHEH 60 min,
PBS Pk 3 K. HHPOCE R E ik F )G 2t i
B T LSS, By A S BE ML B S S L, A 4 i
TR AT R = T4/ B0 x 100% .
1.3 GitZESH

SR R SPSS 17. 0 48 i1 2% 3k {4 3 47 4%
Br it SR (x £5) R, W41 IA] B R A ST
FEA o« K5, 2 40 W) L 38R H ANOVA 43 #r, DL P <
0.05 K 2EFAHGI#E L,

2 HR

2.1 miR-152-3p 7£ AS /N #0152 Bl ox-LDL il 8 9
VSMCs i %1%

TS KB W 3R 1 ApoE™ /N RS Bh bk if & SF- ¥
WLAH B T miR-152-3p 3 3K 7K ~F fb 2541 T Ath 21 1)
(P <0.001, 1A), ox-LDL %S H VSMC 40 i,
miR-152-3p (1)K kK- 35T [, HLB A U B F I
[ 44 A 3% N (P <0.01, & 1B1C)

o o
1 il

miR-152-3p HXTFRIEA T O

-
o
I

50 100 24

0 6 12
ox-LDLALEE (] (h)

B 1 miR-152-3p 7 AS /NRFZ 2 ox-LDL FI# A VSMCs HEIRIZKTE,

A. it qRT-PCR 40 s £ 3 Bk e % F 78 L2 B miR-152-3p 69 & ik K -F, B-C. i@l id qRT-PCR # 0 4% ) R B 2K L 49 ox-
LDL 422 VSMCs 24 h A8 F & £ (100 mg/L) 49 ox-LDL F 7 VSMCs R R & 8] /& 48 J8 F miR-152-3p & & K-F, £ A W #5x P
0.001,5 WT(ND)ZL48 L ;£ B F ,#%% P<0.001,5 0 mg/L AAAA L £ C P %% P<0.01 #%* P<0.001,5 0 h 848k,

2.2 miR-152-3p ¥t VSMCs 1858 E #5008 T 8 8200

FE T SCAY S5 Hp 841 WL 4% 51 572 %) 100 mg/L
() ox-LDL % 24 h J5 VSMCs H miR-152-3p fj &
IR B AR, PRI S 282 5 36 1 4 A e % 40 % VSMCs
HFTAL PR, 5] VSMCs H %5 4 T miR-152-3p mimics
Fl miR-152-3p inhibitors L1t 3¢ 35 5 f ik VSMCs

fg miR-152-3p, Il if qRT-PCR K500 T VSMCs of
miR-152-3p 9235, B 5 T 40 MRS 04 2 p D (P <
0.001,[8 2A), CCK-8 5K F 5L, ox-LDL 1 2 44 i
T VSMCs #3458 RE J1 , id 33K miR-152-3p WA T
ox-LDL f/E H, {H 7€ #% iX miR-152-3p J7 VSMCs 4
B g Sy — BT (P <0.05, 18 2B .2C) . MUY,
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Transwell 19 45 3R #&7~8 , miR-152-3p mimics & & 1] i
T VSMCs ByiT# 8 77, miR-152-5p inhibitors ] % H:
HAMRH#IEM (P <0.01, & 2D), # — i it
TUNEL, £ W 2¢ 3| miR-152-3p B A & 1 & VSMCs
TR MER (P <0.001, & 2E)

A Bis Cx

& & I S P

e a{‘*’s’{‘"& W

EX

&
& &
&

2 miR-152-3p Xf VSMCs &%  E& AT

A. i€ qRT-PCR ## miR-152-3p &£ VSMCs P &9 f& ik KT,
B-C.if it CCK-8 #: | VSMCs 4 Je 3§ 5 /& 4 , D3 1L trasnwell 47
VSMCs %a fiuit #% , E.i# it TUNEL # 0 VSMCs 4 fe8 =, /£ A,D,
E ', *%P<0.001,0x-LDL 285 NC #4148 1t , &&&P<0.001 , 0x-LDL+
NC-mimics 215 ox-LDL+miR-152-3p mimics 2148 b ##P<0.01 ###
P<0.001,0x-LDL+NC-inhibitors 285 ox-LDL+miR-152-3p inhibitors
A £ B P, *P<0.01,NC 45 ox-LDL 2848 3t , &P<0.05, 0x-
LDL+miR-152-3p mimics 285 ox-LDL+NC-mimics 2848t ; £ C ¥,
#4P<0.01,NC 415 ox-LDL 4848 it ,&P<0.05,0x-LDL+miR-152-3p
inhibitors 15 ox-LDL+NC-inhibitors Z848 }t

2.3 miR-152-3p @A TGFB2

i iF microT ,miRanda ,miRmap 1 TargetScan [
AN 2 AT X miR-152-3p B R R0 S HEAT 1 0,
RIS B Y B8 TGFB2 & miR-152-3p 9T
Bl iz — (B 3A) e Ah i et 23 2L i 56 DRSS i 8K
P £E (GSE68021) % ¥l TGFB2 FE# ox-LDL 4t T
24 h 59 VSMCs H 2 25 [ 94 (&l 3B), A g A1
miR-152-3p 7] fE 23 i i 4% TGFB2 K 4EAEH] . 58
Bk £ 7 DU A B 3L R B0 A miR-152-3p il
TGFB2 Z [H] {1 45 & o s b4 2 1 58 0 K il 244K (&
3C) o WU S50 R, 7E TGFB2 WT 1, 5
mimics NC 21 #4 ¥, , miR-152-3p mimics £ * TGFB2
AR DO 3R M R W 855 (P < 0..001) , M 7E
TGFB2 MUT 1, TGFB2 #4415 )t K Wi 1 M A ik
25 (K 3D), qRT-PCR #l1 Western blot | & B ,
miR-152-3p B A 7E mRNA #1414 5 K F b [6 i) 410
il TGFB2 Kk LI fE (P <0.05, |8 3E . 3F), It
Hb,TEZ 3 ox-LDL 4b Ly VSMC 4f g o, WL 52 %)

TGFB2 mRNA f 3 iA 7K - Fifi % ox-LDL 4b B ) ¥ &£
FR 1 e RIS [ B S R TR 7, IX 5 miR-152-3p K3k
D B S s (T 3G 3H) o Xtk — 2B SE T
miR-152-3p FI TCFB2 2 [a] i) AH L 4% 5 & o

A B
‘ = TGFB2

[P

Gontrol rpt

TGFB2 mRNAfI iK1 7

=

HERFAIE KT

TGFB2#1%} R}A K =
g H = 7

® % : = P
ox-LDLIR (mglL) Ox-LDUATIIT O

B 3 TGFB2 2 miR-152-3p B iR =

A. i i€ microT .miRanda ,miRmap #= TargetScan #& ¥ & #f it
miR-152-3p o Fas¥e b BBt & B X B 404 %& GSE68021 i it
VSMCs n ik ox-LDL 432 24 h Jg A&+ w9 kB, Cadid w A
Y% B 3k B TR 69 miR-152-3p A= TGFB2 Z 8] &4 45 & 4% % D.id it
WK F B RS R B 3 9E miR-152-3p A= TGFB2 X 4] 49 45 & %
% . E-F.% ]38 i qRT-PCR ## Western blot 4% TGFB2 mRNA %
HEEG R Ha, G-Hidid qRT-PCR 40 R B 7K & X R F) B 18] 49
ox-LDL 4 #2 2+ VSMCs + miR-152-3p #= TGFB2 mRNA kiR K P
. £ D P, #E%P<0.001,NC-mimics 28 f# miR-152-3p mimics
@Ak £ EF P ,%¥%P<0.01 ,%%%P<0.001 , 0x-LDL+NC-mimics 41 F=
ox-LDL +miR-152-3p mimics %1 48 %t ;&P <0.05,0x-LDL +NC-
inhibitors £14= ox-LDL+miR-152-3p inhibitors 2848}t

2.4 3 F3A TGFB2 3§ miR-152-3p fE ARy % 5%
H—H ) VSMCs 55 4L T miR-152-3p mim-
ics il pcDNA3. 1-TGFB2 D) 38 iF miR-152-3p Fil TG-
FB2 7EMifig B AR AR, Seili i qRT-PCR F1 west-
ern blot #7A T miR-152-3p fl TGFB2 ¥ 5% 15 /K,
&I 5% Yy peDNA3. 1-TGFB2 J§ TGFB2 mRNA K I
A TR IR KB 52 W 3 AR T, {H i Gk TGFB2
X miR-152-3p (1 3Rk K V- 3% A B3 52, X 350 W]
miR-152-3p %} TGFB2 {1 I #2 & # 1] i (P < 0. 05,
K 4A-4C), i# 1 CCK-8,transwell il TUNEL, Wj 5%
#| miR-152-3p # i VSMCs ¥4 5 | i # Jf {2 4t 41 i
PR T A 2 4 AL 5% YL 1) pcDNA3. 1-TGFB2 i #%
T(P<0.05, 4D-4F) ,
2.5 miR-152-3p ZE/NBR AR X TGFB2 1 M
it qRT-PCR, A /)N B 32 3l k1 1 WL 41 i o
miR-152-3p (KKK V523 748 (P <0.001, &
5A) ., Western blot 2% 5B {Ji B , & F 35 i) miR-152-3p



it % miR-152-3p X iV LA 160 A 1 B L B 5 587

W EE T/ BEE Sh kCF B LA R TGFB2 9 3%
B AR R KB miR-152-3p Xf TGFB2 H AT % 1Y
fEdEAEH (P <0.001, & 5B) .

- =

= MIR-152-3pHIRFRILA T
N E
Sox,
TGFB2AHR ikt
3
{2%

B 4 #\F TGFB2 %% 7 miR-152-3p HI1E

A. il iE qRT-PCR ## VSMCs F miR-152-3p &4 f& ik K F
B-C. i i Western blot ## qRT-PCR ##l VSMCs + TGFB2 &
mRNA 9 £k K-F | D.id i CCK-8 # il 3k 4% 4 peDNA-3.1TGFB2
#2 miR-152-3p mimics * VSMCs 3§ 78 & M2 49 % »a , E. @ i§
transwell # 3 4% 4 pcDNA-3.1TGFB2 ## miR-152-3p mimics *F
VSMCs £ # # % »a , F. i@ i TUNEL 4 # 3% 4 % pcDNA-
3.1TGFB2 #» miR-152-3p mimics *f VSMCs A = 8 % *& , *P<
0.05.##P<0.01 ,***P<0.001 ,0ox-LDL +NC-mimics %1 ## ox-LDL +
miR-152-3p mimics 4 48 b ;&P<0.05 .&&P<0.01,0x-LDL +miR-
152-3p mimics #8 ## ox-LDL +miR-152-3p mimics +pcDNA3.1-
TGFB2 4848k

A
3 25 [ —— TGF B2
: -— e S GAPDH
5 e
# 2 X
= z
s
N 4 a2}
n e
5 ©
[ o
é &3&

°

NC-  miR-152-3p  NC-  miR-152-3p NC-  miR-1523p  NC-  miR-1523p
‘mimic: imi hibitors i

mimics  mimics inl inhibitors

mimics. ics  inhibitors  inhibitors

5 miR-152-3p ZE/NER A R3¢ TGFB2 #9220

A. i3t qRT-PCR A0 /> 530 3h Bk e & -F 7 WL 2 1 P miR-
152-3p F ik K B.if it Western blot 4 m /)s R 27 3h ik £ & F
L4 e P TGFB2 & ik K -F | ##P<0.01 ,%%%P<0.001 , NC-mimics
28 = miR-152-3p mimics 21 48 b ; &&P<0.01 . &&&P<0.001,NC-
inhibitors £8 4= miR-152-3p inhibitors 848}t

3 it

5% 9IE 52, ox-LDL 3 3o 75 & & 4E 55 7 A A2 ik
VSMCs [y 58 FIE % i 8 T 23k 7 AS i &
g AR L R R e 4 . AR BESE R
TE2 ox-LDL &b 3 () VSMCs v, %35 B K 19 miR-
152-3p ] DL o $8 ] ) ) TGFB2 #36 ox-LDL FE(
) VSMCs JIREZE L o

ULAF SR, Ok 42 () i/ RNA 9 & B 2 T
VSMCs 1 A= 41 2 47 K o W miR -let-7 g 4% 3iF 8§10 17
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YEHF LOX-1, Tk 5% T VSMCs i385 5 5%,
IHAE AS /R P B TR IBE AR . A
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