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The design application of Xilankapu Dashehua pattern
based on Saussurean semiotics

Wang Shupei, Zhao Biheng, Li Yu

School of Design and Art,Liuzhou Institute of Technology ,Liuzhou/China

Abstract: Drawing upon Saussure's semiotic theory, Dashehua pattern in Xilankapu, a brocade-based
intangible cultural heritage of the Tujia ethnic group, was taken as a case in point. It delves into the
internal cultural connotations and external symbolic elements of the Dashehua pattern. An in- depth
analysis was conducted on the artistic aesthetic values embodied in this pattern, the nature- worship
beliefs it encapsulates, and the social and natural environments it mirrors. From a synchronic dimension,
the structure, formal-modeling symbols, and chromatic symbols of the Dashehua pattern were
examined. The signifiers and signifieds of each symbol were probed into, and a diachronic exploration
was carried out on its original, derivative, and modern patterns. Through comprehensive research and
meticulous analysis of the Dashehua pattern in Xilankapu, relevant design practices were carried out by
integrating folk-cultural elements, aiming to convey the intangible cultural heritage of the Tujia ethnic
group in a tangible and vivid manner.

Keywords: Saussure semiotics; Dashehua pattern; Xilankapu pattern; design and application
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