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Antibacterial Selectivity of Quaternary Ammonium Cationic Polymers
against Methicillin-Resistant and Susceptible S. aureus

HUANG Rui'?, LIU Zhiguo!, ZHONG Liu', RAO Jingyi?
(1. School of Science, Xihua University, Chengdu 610039, China; 2. School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering,
Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: Quaternized poly(dimethylaminoethyl methacrylate) (PQDMA) was synthesized via reversible addition-
fragmentation chain transfer (RAFT) polymerization and alkylation reactions. Its antibacterial activity, biofilm clearance
capacity, hemocompatibility, and cytocompatibility were systematically evaluated. The results revealed that PQDMA, a
quaternary ammonium cationic polymer, exhibited antibacterial selectivity distinct from the cationic antibiotic gentamicin.
The minimum bactericidal concentration (MBC) of PQDMA against methicillin-resistant S. aureus (MRSA) was reduced to
16 pg/mL, a quarter of that against wild-type S. aureus (64 pg/mL). PQDMA also showed stronger membrane depolarization
effects and superior permeability against MRSA biofilms.This paradoxical selectivity may stem from MRSA’s membrane
structural remodeling during resistance development, which potentially enhances the binding affinity between the cationic

polymer and the bacterial membrane. Furthermore, PQDMA demonstrated excellent biocompatibility: its minimum
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concentration causing 10% hemolysis (HC;o) exceeded 1024 pug/mL, and its half-maximal inhibitory concentration (ICso) was
128 pg/mL, indicating favorable hemocompatibility and cytocompatibility within its effective bactericidal range. This study
offers novel insights for developing cationic polymer materials with structural targeting for antibiotic-resistant bacteria.

Key words: quaternized poly(dimethylaminoethyl methacrylate); MRSA; selective bactericidal activity; bactericidal

mechanism; biocompatibility
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S T2 AR AU, R 1Y A B R AT BR T (S, aureus) FEMEREA A 22 UL ADIRZS AR AE, )2 AT R
JR o B I BARACTEAFFALO T S, aureus /1 25 AHF B0 BB IR BATEOW I 1, {5 AT 3E a2 i 7 PR3 88 i il H:
AU R 0 BB 4 A, X AR LA S 8 1 B IR o 4 A i AR A R A AR AR T S e B
FORHCTT R, AR BESE BT MRSA BRSHETRUS 55 35 B, AT 1 T e R B R S A Ak R AR )

7, BH S 70 T 28 W 1 A A S T 2% T e e e L X0 3263 AN T A5 T 24 T, &) W AE 3 TR, L 20
RARIE NN, PHES T RAE Y EA LS B S5 84508 77, 3 2k i oy 5 5 7Kk BRI 254, A B S0 X it 24 AT R
P AL DC L, S 3T AU 24 B BB | S8 W A% S Al 5 S 2K TR AL A7 L g 01181,

ASCHEET IR R A N 45 T B4 I T W I A 5 2 3 W TN G FR G (PQDMA ), 25 S 3¢ W HL X i 24 B
MRSA FHL R TG 0L T35 58 S. aureus, X —RH BHSEGHE FHiAE R (MR KE R )X MRSA HiE
TP A T R A 22 LT 24455 R B 19, R PQDMA AYAE AL o] BEASAN R T AR s e AR, I8 AT i 5
MRSA R A7 1) 25 48 sl 240 JfBE 1553 5347 B 5k 1) S TRDRE A sl VR PR AR E A O . i — 2038 R F (v A i . RS
B AL K A0 M Y 6 525, B E T PQDMA 785 MRSA A FH I Al 75 S 5 il 20 ) il A /R P . ASBIESE B 18 &
SR PQDMA X ifit 2 B bk MRSA 14T s AIL ] 5 A2 0 9k B595 13 e 0, 468 7 G55 1 24 40 187 B 25 R R 1R VB E
PR, I PPk L 1 24 B YA YT R I N F S, S e BB 25 TR R B W i 25 i T S TR LAk
PO TS IR AN A5 2
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1.1 JERFRFH

HEETRIR IR — W & JE 4R (DMA) | 457038 -4-(+ b Je i b B A 55 ) IR (CDTPA) . A — % TG
(AIBN) | ftHE | 4-F2 O FEDR I £ G2 (HEPES) | 45 55 . I W . SR K K &R (Gent) | 2, 7- S A5
% . 7RIS (DCFH-DA) | 1, 4-— 4S5, PO W (THF) . 4 W k. IFC k. N, N-—H L H itz (DMF) . Z,
fik . H B, O ToK CBE . BUT B ALt Bl R A R |5 3, 3'- N B 2 — A6 7 LA (DiSCs(5) ):
AR R A R B 5 LAY 3 A DU UM (INT) : K% S5 RH A BRA &5 BB I e (PT) | B BR L
S v W (PBS) . DMEM eyl 1 95 56 FBR /R BB BRA /)5 BRAR AR R B (TSA): b A B A 4L
ARAT PR 5 BRI K R AR 5 323 (TSB): [ AR b L A S E BB AR A B B 5 K s & 1 N (MHB) : 75 5
fe BB T Pl VA 1 A B R A PR R 3% /A6 AR PR G (0358 & (SYTO9/PL) : b i Bl T 1A% 4 BR A Wl 5 CCK-8
R EOAR &: LR = RAYARA R =BT (ATP) Kzl i) & : 36 = MCE B RHE 22 75 48510
ST N R A MR A BR A 75 S, aureus(ATCC 6538) . MRSA(ATCC 43300) . K (E. coli, ATCC
25922) . Tif 25 KW AT 8 (ESBL-E. coli, ATCC 35218) Fll/IN R BCAF 2 40 L (3T3) : L B A R AT BR A
IS ¥ SR =23 B o o A
1.2 [ E5RME

iR E 3% ("H-NMR ) ; >R 4% [F Bruker 23 7 Avance IR GR35 1X, 400 MHz, At 547 (CDCLy)
FE K (D,0) K75 BEE % (41 (GPC) : 2R HI 3L [ Agilent 24 1] Agilent 1260 BYEEIE 2 % (A5, IRHE L
WVERFREE, T ShAE N THF; 2 D iEREAR1 (3£ [E Molecular Devices 23 7 FlexStation 3 %) ; 2¢ 645643 BEi+( H
A A A RF-6000 7)) 5 545 H 7 B3408% (SEM, H A H 3724 W SU8010 AY ) 5 A= W5 6 Wi O M e A=
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B A R 5 HF3000 #U) o
1.3 XBSER
1.3.1 PQDMA #4%  1E 20 mL B4 T H KA DMA(1.009 g, 6.36 mmol) . AIBN(2.1 mg, 0.0127 mmol)
CDTPA(51.8 mg, 0.127 mmol) Al 1, 4- 5N (1 mL), #47 3 IRZEAE IR 5 B R A, 78 70 C F PR
24h, SV SERUE, A B A B e R TR R, JRTE IE CbE R ULTE, B0 Bk BB WUE, DIVEW S b
VSRS TR UUVE, T I HRAE 3 IR, WA TTTE B T 40 °C Y ELZS T4 P T8 24 h, 1593 B WP BL N 152 —
H &% TR (PDMA) ¥ R Y . BliJ5, 76 B IS Be i 4R U im A PDMA(402 mg, 2.5 mmol) . it ¥ %% (800 L,
12.7 mmol) il DMF(5 mL), % ¥ G [ N 48 he SO 58 UG , B WA S Bk E AT DL0E, B0 BBk LIS WS,
DU S ZE IR AR (FEES IR RELLL 12 D) W%, FRRULTE, TR ¥E 3 K. KR A U0TE I
TEBE /KD, HfE7E 0.1 mol/L NaCl ¥ Kt Hr (B R 73 75 (MWCO) 2 3000) DL f B 1 s B 1, 3
HHEBETFAREN LB/ T e, BRI T, 815249 PQDMA.
132 AKA B KA (MBC)M X B 10 uL 0 ARAF T 10 mL TSB 1, & F 37 C /AKEM T IFE 16 he H
MHB ¥ 2 [ 7% B 2 2x 106 CFU/mL, Fifi J5 2% JH %A% B8 19 J7 125 FHl MHB 2 il 52 5 4 %0 0.125~256 pug/mL 1)
PQDMA 5 Gent %W . 43 %I H 100 uL 40 B 175 W 1 100 pL A [6] v B5 (9 B8 A W sl b2k Zv T 96 FLik , %
BRWRATIR ), [a) A0 & BH PR AR (100 pL T & 5 100 L MHB) H1 92 % B8 (200 pL MHB) , 4541 1% & 3 P47
FEo HF 96 FLARICE T 37°C/KIFF M T 24 h )5, B L & 10 uL F MHB # B¢ 10 1% )5 Y3957 i 4 21
TSA H b, WA 58 UG FF TSA M & F 37 °C /KERAR 5 3% 24 h, SR 5 LS TR 7 TE IR 100, K S35 DA 2300 %o 450
DEANT 9 I EARR A Y sk d: Rk e R AR A E (MBC) .
133 & fmlsX B4 mL JCHH 45 F M0 40 0, B5.0 (1500 r/min, 3 min) 2 & F IS W, A ZE & PBS VR4 3 1K
J&i » K He 48 5 W21 40 i BB E)) 200 ul PBS AR AEF . FH PBS K& 1 R 10 mg/mL f) PQDMA ¥ ¥ 43 51| #i F%
| 256, 512, 1024 pg/mL. Pl 5, ¥ 490 pL RF I W5 10 pL 21 40 B B VTR 5 3457, [R] i 5 B 4 XoF BR 21
(490 pL £ T7K 5 10 uL 21 40 it B ) 5 B X B 20 (490 pL PBS 5 10 uL £T 40 &), IR &) 5 & i
2 h J5 &0 (1500 r/min, 3 min), B 100 pL _E 35 T 96 FLA A, FHEEAR AU 2 A FLFE 540 nm K T A% O6
(ODsag) o 324 (1) 3158 1% (Hemolysis ) , I3 — 258 % HCo {H (B 10% 43 ¢ 21 40 i 246 I 75 SR &
Y B BT R ) .

ODs,, (sample) — ODsy (negative control)
ODsy (positive control) — ODsy, (negative control)

1.3.4 smpadtkmaX K/ BUMIG B0EF 48 4B DL AR AL 1x10% AN 19 %5 B2 3 R0 2 96 FLAR Y, AR LA 100 pL
DMEM 857558, B TR FRAMF % . BEJ, JH DMEM 5 95 3004 10 mg/mL ) PQDMA 1 ¥ 43 51 55 B 2] 64
128 256 ug/mL. 255 96 FLAR b FA B 3545, A 100 pL 5007 9, 5] I35 2 B A X BB 20 (42N 40 i, 100 pl
DMEM) FIBH X} BEZH (R $EFP 402, 100 uL DMEM) . ¥% 5 24 h i, ZBRFL N, H PBS UEk 3 e, InA
FH DMEM % 5 35 35 6 e 1) 59 44 L0020k 10% 1 CCK-8 I5 TR, M & 1~2 ho JHEGFFRIXAE 450 nm KT &
LAY G (ODaso) o 35 28 20 (2) 3155 41 M 77175 % ( Cell viability ) , - #F— 258 & 1Cso (B (Al 2254 3T3 40
JHL B4 5 T 0 SR A B AR T VR )

Hemolysis = x 100% (1)

OD,s (sample) — OD,s, (negative control)

Cell viability = x 100% )

OD,s, (positive control) — OD,s, (negative control)
13.5 el Emiesiss  ff ] DiSCs(5) #E4T PQDMA 5 Gent 4 5 oy Ay £ AL 5256 . BUE 505 1Y S. aureus
FIMRSA % 1 mL F 1.5 mL &5.048 0, B0 2Bk L3, H PBS YE 2 1K, FH 200 pL HEPES %% th il 85 2 1F
o BEJS MR I P28 . DiSCs(5)(1 pmol/L) | iz & ¥ - 0.5SMBC~2MBC 1 RS W sk fi: RIEW, 77
SILL 625, 670 nm S UK I RN &R SRS, W E ARG W s AE R 120 s J5 2¢O ERE, L7 HEPES 2%
PR % TR A2 (108 CFU/mML) A Sy BRPH X B 300 e 3435 50 30 20 5 B PR 0 BR2H ) 9 i B A28 A3, PEAG A [w) Jo
W PQDMA 5 Gent Xt 4 B 5 i A7 A4 401

13.6 B KA B S R E N 0.5MBC~2MBC I RB& W st A X 3L F 20 min )5,
JIA PTG AL(10 pg/mL), 4351 LA 535, 635 nm i & I A FIUE S I PT Y4, 60 s J5 928 6 B, L&
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HEPES 2%t ik i) B 2 7 (108 CFU/mL) A Ry B X R, 38 el 3 S 50 21 -5 B PR o B 2H 9 26 6 i B AR AL 2%, P4,
IR B i Mk B PQDMA 5 Gent X 200 T 5 58 8 M i 500

1.3.7 AREFR4EEH S, aureus 1 MRSA A &M 1 mL F 1.5 mL .08, &0 2L ISR, H
PBS ¥k 2 e, ITA 1 mL PBS & ##H]. I PBS At il Fi & ¥ & & 0.5MBC~2MBC i PQDMA #il Gent ¥
W, 1] 96 FLARH KU AR TR A SR -G W EbiAE R WL S INT B4kH(1 mmol /L), IR IIEAT 2 & Wy alidit
A Z TR AR (108 CFU/mL) % BR, AR 3 A FPATHE, 78 37 C /K IEAH % E 60 min J5, T 492 nm I
T E £ AL G (ODasy), HHEE LB 40 F 60 min Ji5 (19 OD ZE AL H (AOD) A X T X HR 41 A5 52 Ak A, LA
I PEH AN ) 5 vk B PQDMA 15 Gent S 208 i 4 Q56 24 (4 4000 1 25 5

138 JaREMHA(ROS) & XA MR B W 5 W E N 0.5MBC~2MBC 1) PQDMA 5 Gent i# i &
DCFH-DA#R % (10 pmolVL) RS J5, T 37 C AT E 1 h, /5 LA 488 nm KL K, T E 450~
600 nm 35 B N 286 & BT IR . AR S 259 . {7 HEPES 2% i 1 40 T 2 % (108 CFU/mL) 1 iy B4 %o B
3 o 3O S 6 20 o R R A X Tk R P A B AL, TP AS W) 5T V¢ B PQDMA 5 Gent Xof 20 1 i 9
ROS & = [H5E M

139 MR ATP A E T/ HAEERS FEWRE N 0.SMBC~2MBC i PQDMA =X} I8 5 4= 2 Gent %)
FE37 C &M TIEE 1 h, BE I 23 A A0 . 2520 5 min(12000 r/min) , BT AR FREIAE & o )
96 fLHR 4 HIANA 100 uL ATP & TR 5 100 pL A0 &7 W, B2 TR 215 6 FH £ Dh AE R bR A0 1 %
SREE . DAARUS IR A Wi A= 28 A0 3 A0 2 2 (108 CFU/mL) Sk BH X B, AR4H3E 3 A FA74E, il 5 ss
0 L AFDGT 6 B 1) R i BE A RO AR, PPAl N [R] T e 2 PQDMA 5 Gent X 41 B L 9 ATP % 5t (95200
13.10 fa6eF L abr PSR BT VR BE S 4MBC 1Y PQDMA 5% Gent ¥ i 5 108 CFU/mL /9 S. aureus
¢ MRSA i F 2R A B 5)E 5T 37 C KA ILIE R 24 h, R0 & 108 CFU/mL A9 S. aureus 5 MRSA
YDA B AT IR R SRR B0 BR 25 W, I AARFR R 2.5% W RS WRAE 4 °C R B e . Bl
S5 B O 25 I T, AR AR TR B 30%., 50%. 70%. 90%. 100% (1) £ FE7 W LA KR T BEdE A7 i /K Ab B
FRES B R L, R =R AE N 2R T B A T, R SEM LSS 41 BAT 1) SO T 34

13,11 F/mmB ke BERBN R E & 4MBC ) PQDMA & Gent YA 5 108 CFU/mL 9 S. aureus
8¢ MRSA i 2 T 37 C KIEA HAL8EE 24 h, [FAF1Z E 1038 CFU/mL /9 S. aureus 5 MRSA 4 17 2 4 XF
M RS E B0 AR IS W, H PBS YRR WK G ¢ o M5 B 5 SYTO9/PLIE & Y b}k O IL g &
20 min &, F 2 1 e 2 A0 B A7 15 17 D

1.3.12 AwaeEn  BE NGRS aureus F1 MRSA J] TSB i B¢ 2 107 CFU/mL, B 200 pL 41 5 2% T 96
fUAR T, 78 37 CKIGFhIEE 3 d, B 24 h B4k 1 YORTiE TSB. fFAE YRR SR UG, 256k 12 TSB, I E
PBS ¥k 2~3 W LA L BRIF AN o Bl 1] 15 35 4 1) A 40 B B AL B i ¥R 50 8~ 128 pug/mL 1) PQDMA A T,
BT 37 COKIEA T ILREE 24 h, B 3 APATHE . R SRE LBk BIEW, TIJCH PBS THUE 1~2 WL Bk
TR, BE S BEFLINA 200 pL B ECH 2.5% M9 B RS 1 he BE 250G, KRR,
A 200 uL FREITHON 0.1% B9 45 f 28 e 4 30 min, 755 0058 U5 23 945 G 2018, 7Kk 2~ 3 IR 84
VIR e B BT, BEFLINA 200 pL AR FR 2800 90% A Z BRI 7 1 h e, 5 600 nm 3 K T4 FLAY
Wt BE (ODgoo) o 33 203K (3) 11530 A W B 1) 7 43 A= ) it ( Biomass )

ODyg, (sample) — ODgy (negative control)
ODy (positive control) — ODyg (negative control)

FKH BRI SR S, aureus I MRSA B AW 8% 5L, A K FE 8 8~ 128 pg/mL 1Y PQDMA i, [7]
AsF 158 B PH X6 BE 2 (U A 200 uL MHB 15323, A& PQDMA), BT 37 °C KB4 E 24 he & UG,
EB F WS, FH ST PBS BRi% 2~3 WG, A 200 uL PBS #7415 min AP HUA W . ] PBS Fiks 104 155, W
B 100 pL B35) WA 2] TSA AR L, 78 37 °C KIGAH IS 24 h J5, X TSA L R v B i 17481
1.3.13 %t F o Gt BdE USE I ER 2R TR . A B3k 2 /0 3 Yo 7 52 S G F A, 4]
Beitap 22 500 YRR AR ¢ K6 50 R ERL R R Oy 22 A AT EATOPAG o it W PR 2 R UK *4P < 0.01,
**kP < 0.001; TCGEIHAE B EE2E R AR IE R ns..

Biomass = X 100% (3)
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2 #R51E

2.1 PQDMA W& S5 EHIRIE

T 3 - T L B B B (RAFT) B4 77129, DL CDTPA WEERERS )45 T PDMA X5 %) . GPC llix
R WK, S PDMA M4 5r 71 (M,) R 5000, 5> F 5040 (D) Ry 1.32, £z HA RIF T84
FHIE(FR 1), BEJS, PDMA 225 B H e i ZR Ak S i, A6 1 B AR R 5 %) PQDMA. 'H-NMR 3% & ([&] 1) 354 T
Z Ak SN Y D 5 AU 3 A 3% 2 Y — CHLCHON — X B Y ¢ d 5 AF 1643 51 WAk 24007 #% 4.08 Fil 2.58 Bzl =
4.40 F1 3.72; T AU I 3 (—N(CHs),, e) WM 2.30 [0 fiK35 85 8h 2 3.16. 3 i R fiF 0 () B G0 T AR AR,
BiAL TR E 3T 99%, IESE T PQDMA 14 B9y i) 1 2l il 4% .

%1 PQDMA F Gent (4= ¥3% P
Table 1 Biological activities of PQDMA and Gent

Precursor polymer MBC/(ug-mL™) 1 Selectivity” ] Therapeutic index”
Sample ] HC,¢/(pg-mL ") IC50/(ng'mL ")
M, ) pY S.aureus MRSA S.aureus MRSA S.aureus MRSA
PQDMA 5000 1.32 64 16 >1024 >32 >64 128 4 8
Gent / / 0.25 256 >1024 >4096 >8 >1024 >4096 >8

)Determined by GPC measurements; 2) Selectivity is calculated as HC;(/MIC, where MIC (minimum inhibitory concentration) represents the lowest mass concentration to inhibit

more than 90% bacterial growth; 3) Therapeutic index is calculated as IC5¢/MIC

% €
(a) b
a
cNd ¢ b
e’g: A
(b) a?

K1 (a)PQMDA K H(b)Fi{A PDMA f{)'H-NMR %K G& #1438 D,O #1 CDCI,)
Fig. 1 'H-NMR spectra of (a) PQDMA and (b) its precursor PDMA (recorded in D,O and CDCls, respectively)

2.2 PQDMA B EEFE M

PQDMA 5 Gent BT B 1& PE AL 45 R A&l 2 iR o PQDMA X538 S. aureus i MBC & 64 pug/mL, 32
R A R M X MRSA (9 MBC W 25 F% 2 16 ug/mL, A S. aureus f 1/4, 5 B H TR 24 B AR 0
BB o VE R X BR, Gent X35 38 S, aureus ) MBC 4 0.25 pg/mL, {HXF MRSA #J MBC 41 2 il F+ & &
256 ug/mL., PQDMA %} E. coli N H:ifit 25 ¥k ESBL-E. coli () MBC 15 T 512 pg/mL, 3¢ W% 54 W% B ME i Y
U PR ES, MR %t BB B BH B 304 K Gent X E. coli Il ESBL-E. coli # & ¥ H B I 1Y A3 AR, H MBC
5391 8 pg/mL Fil 4 ug/mL., PQDMA PHE R &9 R I 5 FH 2 F BB A 2 Gent #5A A [F] A B B 6 15 1k«
PQDMA X S. aureus BRI A9 HT P 1 M B2 00 F BIPE B, ELXTT 25 P fk MRSA BLAT BCH B9 i R B BE T .
2.3 PQDMA HIHEEE N IR

NT AT f# PQDMA RE Y% S. aureus 1 MRSA HLH G MR £ 5, RADOGEEM X H 5 05
20 P ) AR B AR AL AT T RGeS, T LA IR B B 4042 R Gent VRS XT IR 157508, ) PSS H Ao 5
D CHRET DISCs(5) A6 20 1 16 A FEE Pl A7 5 AR AL AR EE 21 DiSCs(5) HR T 78 B AL tR 25 T 1T 3 2o i e 1
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SRR T A TR 4 M RS0 i IR AL 53 J2 T, R O s > A TR IR R Ak & AR I, i DiSCa(5) 84T 25 FF W s AUy
FREHEABR, KGES B ERERR, K 3 i, £ PQDMA AP S, 3538 S. aureus PR K4 T 7
WAk, DGR 5 AR BRI IAA L, 825 T 1~21%; mX%FF MRSA, Had EmEN T & T 3~5 1%, £
B PQDMA 58 55 2 Fofv 240 A1 400 B FBE 340 77 A6 1 BH S A0 R B R, LK T 247 81 ke 440 L BB 1y oA AR A FH B i o AT LE
ZF, Gent AbHJS (1) 2 FPAH TR A9 DiSCa(5) ¢ 08 B 34 T8 B A8k, 156 BH 12 BH 25 1 Bt A8 R I AR5 v 457 Pt
SR EARAER

(@) (b) (c) PQDMA Gent

=3 8. aureus A
2 256 g MRSA 212 @ @ @ @ @ WQ@
o < 1 0
= E. coli [ 8 U

En 64 m 55064 mm ESBL-E. coli ’é @e@@ @@e‘
= = 0 8 6 q 3 ) )
S S s 900 ® OO0
3 @ Bt ‘
= 029 = QOGP 06600

0 0 V1

PQDMA  Gent PQDMA  Gent & ¥ SV & G&‘(chg,

2 PQDMA # Gent %} (a)S. aureus. MRSA #1(b) E. coli. ESBL-E. coli i) MBC FL#5; (¢) £33 AN A ffi 5 4% & ) PQDMA B,

Gent 235 41 B P AETE 15 100
Fig.2 Comparison of MBC of PQDMA and Gent against (a) S. aureus, MRSA and (b) E. coli, ESBL-E. coli; (c) Viable bacteria after treatment
with varying mass concentrations of PQDMA or Gent

8¢ 8- 8¢ 8¢ 8-
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172}
S & B
5 24 4 B 4 4 4 @
= @
“ g L] &8 . o
< “O’E‘?*”:"g’”r' N e N i Oﬁ?gjg N e
E 0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2
& 8 8- 8¢ 8¢ 8¢
2
<
< 5 ¥ g @ <=
g 24 & 4 4 4 41 &
=z 2 B @
BN 0-f81 ———————————— 0-6}-‘9’--'@‘- N o it o 0-@} ————————————
0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2
8 8 8¢ 8 8
2
g8
5 24 4 hee 4 4 4
% 2 o -
5% R - - - B - - - _ R - - - LB - - - - — - - - =
- 0 Q‘} @ -«?— L 0 :8]:\- . . . 0 %} ug?r i @ 0 el &?r el @— 0 el Q@ = @
g 0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2
© 8 8 8¢ 8 8
2
< 9
4 24 4 4 4 4 6=
- e @e
S s
= 7@7@;7%‘79.’ 07@7?{77:777:7 0'@”@"?’@‘ 0'@”@’&’@’ 0-%_9___1____:_
0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2 0 05 1 2
p/MBC p/MBC p/MBC p/MBC p/MBC
(a) DiSC;(5) (b) PI () INT (d) ATP (¢) ROS

%13 PQDMA 5 Gent %} S. aureus S MRSA () (a) IR . (b) BE525A: | ()G . (d) ATP & Fil(e)ROS & & 1Y 5

CEdls 2/ 0 P H) fEi+ 5. n=3)
Fig. 3 Effects of PQDMA and Gent on (a) membrane potential, (b) membrane integrity, (c) metabolic activity, (d) ATP content and (e) ROS

content of S. aureus and MRSA (Data are shown as mean + s.d., n = 3)

K H PLRER #E— D B0 UE T PQDMA X 41 B 40 Jifd J5 50 & 1 0 i IR AE FH o X T 52 22 4 I JE, P 43+ Jc vk it
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| vt B DR T
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Fig. 4 SEM images of S. aureus and MRSA bacteria after treatment with PQDMA and Gent at a mass concentration 4MBC
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20 pm
(o]

F 5 ZFRWE N 4MBC i PQDMA F1 Gent #bHR, S. aureus 5 MRSA B 1015 /FEYL (a5 GRS
Fig. 5 Live/dead fluorescence images of S. aureus and MRSA after treatment with PQDMA and Gent at a mass concentration 4MBC
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Fig. 6 (a) Biomass and (b) Cell viability of S. aureus and MRSA biofilms after the treatment with PQDMA (Data are shown as mean + s.d.,
n = 3; statistical significance was assessed by P values, n.s. not significant; **P < 0.01; ***P < 0.001)
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Fig. 7 (a) Hemolysis of sheep red blood cells and (b) viability of 3T3 cells after incubation with PQDMA (Data are shown as mean + s.d.,
n=73)
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