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The Publication and Influence of the Chinese Translations of Preface to a
Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy before the Founding of the

People’s Republic of China
Wang Fei, Zhai Yaqian
(School of Marxism, Shaanxi University of Science & Technology, Xi’an 710021, China)

Abstract: Before the founding of the People’ s Republic of China,the publication and dissemination of
the Chinese translations of Preface to A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy were deeply inter-
twined with the course of China’s New Democratic Revolution. As a programmatic document of historical ma-
terialism, the dissemination of Preface to A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy went through
successive phases: fragmentary introductions during the ideological ice-breaking period, translations and inter-
pretations based on Japanese versions in the early revolutionary stage, breakthroughs in complete translations
alongside the risk of dogmatization in the developing period, and finally the localized integration of theory and
practice in the developed stage. This process not only demonstrated the historical inevitability of historical ma-
terialism evolving gradually from a foreign doctrine to the endogenous logic of China’ s revolution, but also
served as a microcosm of the localization of Marxism in China. It provided solid theoretical support for the vic-
tory of the New Democratic Revolution and laid an important foundation for the localization of Marxism in
China.

Key words: Preface to A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy; historical materialism; local-

ization of Marxism in China; New Democratic Revolution
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