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Satisfiability problem . Exact algorithms and complexity
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Abstract ; Satisfiability (SAT) problem is among the most important problems in computer science,
for both theoretical research and practical applications. In this survey, we study exact algorithms and
complexity of the SAT problem from the standard complexity theoretical perspective. We will focus on
the research that develops algorithms, analyzes algorithm ( worst-case) complexity, and studies the
complexity bounds for the SAT problem. We will review fundamental algorithmic techniques and some
of the most famous milestone algorithms for the SAT problem, give intuitive explanations and detailed
formal analysis for these techniques and algorithms, and discuss their significance. We will also de-
scribe the most recent advances in the past couple of years, and discuss further research directions in
the development of SAT algorithms and the study of the complexity issues of the SAT problem.
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g e IR SR A TR
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TR
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o
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JEATRE AL, B 'l CNF A3 DP (F) hE & {w, -,
x| RESE S, 7' (x,) =x, (2<k<n), QR 7(x) =
2" =0, AT w(F) =1, 004 m(xVC,) =1, 7tk
7' (C) =1(1<i<s) (F 22U, C, AR v A
W) MRa(x) =0 =1, 04 7(x) =0, LA
7' (C) =1(1sj<t) . ERXWMHIL T, B4 7 (CV
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WAEE 7' (Fy) =7(F,) =1, Wi, (DP,(F))
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B T CNF A5 AR R, A2 2 S ik
No FR, A IR BT R0 K 2 B e SRk 9 2 A
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Tk VRET 9 SRR BRI SAT 3k Fla =
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Bk 1:SAT-Alg (F)

INPUT : —4~ SAT 52| F

OUTPUT . H| W7 F 2751 2

1. IF (n(F)<1), THEN 3ff# F;RETURN ( YES/NO);

2. PEELF LR &

3. Fy=F[x=0],F, =F[x=1];

4. TF(SAT-Alg( F,) A3 &) ,THEN RETURN ( YES) ;
ELSE IF ( SAT-Alg (F,) Afj# &), THEN RETURN
(YES);

ELSE RETURN (NO),

SAT-Alg(F) AR RERE KA SAT . W2k F W]
TR AR 2% F A — A LA 20 2 A i o T fE
RAMEALUE0 s 1o L, Fy =Fla =01 F, =F[x=
Ly 2D — A al i R, SAT-Alg (F) 2 9% 4 Firih
YES, RZ, MR F AR ARA Fla=0]fl Flx=1]
HOA AT AL U SAT-Alg(F) % 4 it NO,

B n AR R FRASEG] F ) SAT-Alg (F) a2 7%
BEC R T(n) o Fo M F, S ZHH n -1 RS AL
R AR, Hordr, LOF) S A F AR -

IF n<l; T(n) =0(L(F)),
IFn>1:T(n)<2T(n-1) +0O(L(F)), (3)

RH@ET(n) =0(2"L(F) ) A UFE

2 SAT-Alg f£ 0(2"L) [0 N R AT n A2
R LAY SAT 5L F
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CFMIX TR CNF AR F=C AC A AC,,
n(F)Fm F s Mg, m(F) o F T a8
LF) = 3" 1 C1 35 F KB, —Mettol T n,
m L RFTRIKIESH, 15— PWIHE CNF SLilh
WFxXE:n, m<L, L<nm, m<2", SAT J& NP 524
[, AT SAT B EEAE I S SR Wi ) 32 7. T
T MR RIS OR S HT I 1) 52 2 M, SAT B0 0: 78 e IR
LT B I ) 2 3% 2 B i) 1

— PRI HE T4 S R H R (0 SAT Bk AR T
FEIEHIANT .76 ONF A5 F 1, R F R o, U1
BAHE KR Fo SWHE L AL CNF AW ES
[Fy o B R e > 1 (45 F RT3 R 24 FLALY
[Fy o F A E SRR, REH%A
PR IA Fy L F, o F EEA E AR E A
AT AR R M T, R BRSO F AR,
R T, P ONF A58 FRRCHIT 5 oy, IR FTE A
ELHERAE P U 5 0 2 T, BT R TS P 5
A —4 ONF AREER [ F) - FL L 3 H b
BKIENR, T 5 0p TR T O ¢ MET AT
R Fy e P B ARRETR R RIF I 38 R T,
HTRIE 1 2038 i o

BEFH—A B q(nam 5 L) S JiE 55 35 A o ] 52
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WRAE4E ) SL I, FIRThE nT LR 5 ot )™
PRI ZA~ 70 SCHUNY SAT F3k 5 #UR

B3 GEARET S ¢ 0 MR ERH SAT
Fiko WREREAG ZA 00 SO, R4 SRR A7
— MR ) 73 32 2 X, 8 4 Bk AR 12 47 I ] 2
07 (), FH 0, SRR K L8902 T R AR

2 ETSHnmBiE

I B2 7R, SAT-Alg kAR R] 07 (2") P i
Yo SAT [l ilid KA 43 € CNF AUy 2" (e,
SAT [ Al LIFER ] O (2") AR D, AR A1
PO A 1 0 b B A7 X R R TR LR v
KIAAER TR, SCRRC 1S ] PP 4R 1 348 KUt
[B)%% 48 ( Strong Exponential Time Hypothesis, SETH) ,

SAT [HJAGELE 07 (") (¢ <2,¢ AERRED i
[B ALK A o

TEROE BT, SETH #0732 T2 44 13340
AR T AR T R (UNSCHRL 16 1 /Y 14.5 97) o 78 SAT
BRI R AT T — R L WL T 24 SAT 57
AR — MR R , WH R 1F 2 HAb A A Tl U
BRI — R

MRS KRR E I E, 84 SETH
REAIERETT R BT TR 23 [], SAT B3k ) B
TR C AR B BAT A R BRI 2R R BB L

k-RI 306 R PE (R-SAT) : 25 5€ CNF 330 F, Horp, 7]
KANEL kB BE F 2R Al e o

M k=2,3 I, k-SAT [] FEHRH A8 . 2-SAT [A] B1E
L3R ] AR P AR B T P 2T, 3-SAT Jal i —
MEHFE AR NP SE 2R, EAE NP 58 2R HHE SAT
B R R Z BT T R G SRR . Tk
HAUTIE 3-SAT [ , e )R X S A
Bl k-SAT ],

T HB TR ERT 07 (2") B 3-SAT Bk,
AR Monien %51 1 30 AT 2R3 30 P8 R0 (1
% 2) TR AEATER— PR OL T, S A SE 4] F 2]
i 4 — AT L i 2 TR ) A A B F I8

3% 2:38AT,, (F)

INPUT: 3-SAT {5—A~ W #S2 4] F

OUTPUT: I F J& 75 1] i

LIF (F&B KNN3 WTA), BERM F; RN
(YES/NO) ;

2. WHEKNR3IWTFALVLVE);

3. F, =F[l,=1];F, =F[1,=0,l,=1];F,, =F[1, =0,
,=0,0,=1]

4. TF (3SAT, (F,)A[3#% ) ,RETURN ( YES) ;
ELSE IF (3SAT, (F, ) Al &) ,RETURN (YES);
ELSE IF (3SAT, (F,, ) li# /&) ,RETURN (YES);
ELSE RETURN (NO) .

B MR F AR/ 3 WA, BRI 4
FJ—A> 2-SAT SE45i], HT i 2 ol ATE 22 52 ) 79
wE""

3SAT, Sy T R A2k F i 2 ¥ ) (4, V
LV L) 2 F AR08 1 IR EZS 3 S 3CF 1
L hiED—A, BIE T HNSCFE L L F L HIR
AL PRI (L VL VL) (HERIRE L =1, =1 =
0),F, PRI L, =1 W 13X 7 AMMEH 4 41 =
1,0, ML 208 1) BREF, HIRME L =0,0, =1 i
T T HRE AP (L 20 81 ZH DS i3
MRER T TR T L Ly WA AT RETRAEL, 0T
LIRS0 F AT ol i R R E . X TER T2
IERPE, B BACY Fy \Fo Foy, & — i 2
S ASE) F A AT A

R Y AT 3SAT, AL TR B Bk A SE B F P
R ,3 ST L L F L KA 3 SAFRZE S JR F
A n ANER IR AREF, Fo, B Fooy 230 Z A n -1,
n=2 M n-3 SR I, WEREH#(n) ) 3SAT, 18
A n A RF BT IR AR IR 280 R 8
e 2 (F IR0, Wk n<2 34 F §iARBER KN K
3FA])

IF n<2:#(n) =1,
IFn>2:#(n)<#(n-1) +#(n-2) +#(n-3).(5)
WX R (5) M X ZTA R p(x) =2" -x" 7" -

- KR 183 Sl Eaki e, 1 E
e

T4 B 3SAT, FEMFE 07 (1. 84") YK fif 3-
SAT [},

B0k 3SAT,, AT LA —D o, 7F HLARE T 2R i —
kB B-SAT [, X FHER(E=3) BT ERR
BETEISIE] O () KA k-SAT [, Hor e, Z7HE ¢,
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=2 - 1/cy ™" MYFRAR (¢ <2), 24 b WIS, ¢, 538 2,
il e, =1.619,¢, =1.839,¢5 =1. 928 ¢, =1.966' ")

X} SAT-Alg Fl 3SAT, Sk Mg 2B, B F 43 SR
RN SAT BE AR I T W) Ay 45 28 SAT 5445 F
GRS C= 1 F o F | A5 F o2l 2 n 2y HAY
CH2RDH LR RN, —BokuL,ESR C
SR S B n 80 B 2, BRI AR
R XS5 R T — R I T ] 3-SAT
By 07 (1.579") . 0" (1.505") . 0" (1.497")
0" (1.476") (SCHR[19]) o XFhJr = A A AR %
fudr SAT SLHIFEANM 454, JF B/ L KB RN &S
i

M Z T, Schining ™' # i T —Fi i HL 3-SAT 4
T IR BB 5 (4900 GR A 1 , X o 2 D 1
HRFRE % . Schoning Y5 QN5 3 i, Ho b J&
— N AT DL R4 i Sk IE A PR B S L
AR R ST 1 AR SR (N O Bk 1, 2 TRAK

Bk 3:38AT,, (F)

INPUT . —/NBA#i £ 3-SAT 5245 F

OUTPUT: H|Wr F J2& 75 ] i 2

1 EHEDb- (4/3)" K

11 FEPLEER—ARESRS « 3 F L

1.2 FH3n K

1.2.1 IF(WR{E o % & F) ,THEN RETURN (YES);
1

1

2.2 fEFHIER AR TR C=(LVLVE);

2.3 AE C HBEHLER— D30T L E AR 7 L
9L

2 RETURN (NO),

Schoning 33k HUA7ES 1. 2. 1 5455 nl i oL e S
At YES, NG ASEG] FORANAT ), B K I
AHit YES, B F 24 n MR KA 2 CNF 23K,
R R PR S hT PR L1 BERLEIR T —
MREES 748 Fal S 7 45 7" 8 n/2 AR b
—E HIE,WRY 02 AR IRE 7 HATBIET,
PRSI ERIRERS 770 TR 7 P AR IER”
7, IR 12,2 Bl e AR T4 C= (L, VLV
b)o AR F AW RMT = AR C R4 €z
A—ACFIERE 7 TR B — DR R, L %
CEIRET . O T UE R C R ST, PR 1. 2.3
BEHLEER C H i —A30F . HIAIPHR1.2.2 ~1.2.3
MTRAEHER T (BEHL) RITRAE R , L BB DL £ 1 i
7 SR RREHLEAT LUK B S AR SR & * o S LIRT

584 L, Schoning B35 1 — AR Z AL 2B IE R £
B 3n B (SBUAERE.2), 78 3n Hp  HERLIE T A
BEIEVR 7" B2 AR 11— 3T B
()43 B T H IR R R

Schoning IEH] T7EMIA F 201l 2 BT, P 5
L1~ L2 4 FE R 1.2, 1 158 — NI R AR, IR i
YES MR E DAy (3/4)", BRI~ 1.2 LR ER
b (4/3)" W, S F e 55 2 i th NO (R 7E 5 3%
121 HoREh YES) (R A 2T

(1-(3/4)" ) <L

e

e =2. 718 J& A AR B A, A% (1 - 1/p)”
<1/e, 1T Schining FkAEA AT 2 M4 A L M
i YES, BRI H 4518, Schining S IE7E BN A i
IEHERMBERED R 1 -1/¢" 24 b LR, g
DITCRREEND 1. skl g 2 Emis 0 1.1 ~ 1.2 B8R
B O(L) . HE b Lhn fZTiL kA, Schoning 5
EWBITIEA 07 (b - (4/3)") =07 (1.334")

S 3-SAT [nlAEmS[E] 07 (1.334") A a] fIkE
PUE R

Schoning & AT e #|— M) k-SAT [ k-SAT(k
=3) [ H T BT 07 ((2 -2/k)") KL
Bk,

Dantsin %" Jy k-SAT [W] U & T 6 P 3, 7l
DA AE 2 Schoning B3 (9 L BEHLAL . A SO0 I 35 55
PRERREHL ) b6 WA . 3-SAT i 1 B3 17 i [r) 78
0" (1.481") 2N, k=4 B, B PR 108 17 1 [R] 75
0" ((2-2/(k+1))")ZN.

3-SAT il k-SAT FEHLA L R AR A AR H AT TR R
MBFFT IR, FTLAS 2 SR [ 21 - 24 ) JoAH 6 SCHk T 1%
BB ROL L S S 08, 3-SAT B3k (i I (]
FHR O (") B EHUAT T HRIBF5E kR, A\ Schoning 5
I e = 1334, B UGN ¢ =1.324,1.323,1.322,
1.321,-,1.308,1.307, H§j, etk EA e =1.307 Zh
Hansen 22 U1, k>3 (1) k-SAT 1045 3 & B8 T
X BERfAL AR 1 L B HLAL o

3-SAT BL BT A EL B 07 (") FER TR
INo AREWIHE ¢ =1, RN X BURFE NP 5 4[] i 3-SAT
£ 2235 A (] 9 1) % o T84 3-SAT $5 Bt Al B9k A9 o
FEE LR 17 X5 PANP ARG, HEL LA
— 6 NP 5¢ £[n] AT ATERH ] O (") PsRAfE , Herp, w8k
o> 1 JoMMEIE 171 SR 1 ff B SR i e
A E X, i dn 5 3-SAT 8] A 7L 7] 0 (1.000 1")
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A B A ke, 3% 50 AT T T £ 38 100 000 A28 i1y
3-SAT S5, 3 AT AT L 17 2 RN T 75 28 TEHHf
LRI AR BB THRAURE 2 b, 18 B0 1) 5 A
(Exponential Time Hypothesis, ETH) HEFR T X # 1] fig
‘ﬁ[lﬂ .

3-SAT ARELERI] O (i) KA, o, B8 e > 1o

AT E R ETH s 8 e, B HR F AT Rdr i b
B 1.307 362 AT AT /N 411 1,000 17 37 1 A 73 2
AEL,

QAR ] 0" (27 ) PR A, BT LAZE IR
BRI ) SR A, e, a(n) 5 n B— S TC R R 4
BERBIE A — A ] R0 18 YR F6 B 1] A SR A 2T, 24 LAY
BRATLERE] 07 (") (e > 1) WK, 1EH8 KU )5
VR SCHR TR, ETH Gl i iR o 3-SAT A REFE U F5 4L
I ] SR A

M4 SETH 548, % F4F BUH 5 ¢ <2, SAT [ A
RETER[A] 07 (¢") WK M. T LA i, SETH 43 &
ETH''', SETH [y 18 1t ETH {355 385% (ETH 4k
WAE) o ETH 2 AE Rt 3585 2 P IR — A3k
HORATREAL, [, SETH 7EXE AR BE WO 2T 5T
MR —A T SRS A

3 ETHHmmREEk

FEATTH A CNF A5t F th 7R m el
SAT JEKIH 20, m ATRKE] 2 QT LA, n /1
% WBARAT n ARG 3-SAT 520169 ONF A5t F,F

¢%mﬁ§mmmﬁﬁ8(9:om30m$aMT

NP 221, BRAEA P = NP, RN A 2 3-SAT 553%
(— M8 SAT [} ) 583 ) FRIB AT a) 2 m B 230K

MFHE e <2 M9— M SAT [l FH 5 ] 1 2 i
A R SAT SIAINAI R, 5 SETH S5 AR HE AT
Fl—A> 07 (") I BE I AN HAE

BEF A~ ONF 230, L2 F oy —430F . I
SCF LA F AP IESF I o WHIRE LE F AP IERF 3
bW UFR L (a, b) = SCF RS LAE F 2=
B WHHAE LAEF PIEH B 0 MFR L N (a”,
b) =37, FREATEUE X (a, b7) - CFH(a”™, b7)
=3 w2 A TR B B, AT ELRE 2 X
FWIH, 72T e, A5 F B A U7
(17, 17) =3CF. MF(a, b) =3CF L,ONF 230 F ol
LIS

A A
Fofoh ) cicd VO MgV 6D

Horp Fy & CNF 2430, C R CRIEA LS [ A5
7)o FAESCTE L LM

DPI(F):FO/\ A

I<i<a,l<j<b
WRAKX F A m AFR), 2D (F) %
LU m+ab - (a+b)/>F4], (DP, (F) H ) —A14]
C,V Cil A & 78 1 o F1 &, AR 4 ] LA BR X A7) o
Y ab<a+bf, X (a, b) - 3CF LRHARERAEA 23
FRIMEH . B, AL E RN A F R, T
WA TN, BT % CNF A K B2 a5 1
H 0 AV R m AR AN CNF A, i T F g
MR REAERT n, A KE L L wm 5,
Tz D 7R R, WR AN I T Y
B B2 A KR T (n - 1) m<nm, GRX
A n AR m AR K L CNF 230 F  ab<
a+b(a, b) - CFRHNEME S A ATEX A fEh
BEFAAROKEDT N im< L7, XHR T RS
BT LTER A F KA 230 7] 58 1
ERIHTRM, G AKX ab<a +b i (a, b) -
SCFI XS0 LTI s S T2 SN I %
AT RAHAT n Ko Zad 23t ) i WAk B A 8] T —A
CNF 250 F, Hop B A SCF#R IS ab>a + b [ (a, b) -
T EERE 0,022 Ha+b=5, X FAEMXFER)
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