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JA B PRI S S, IS AEDIRAN (HSCs) FRlH i LR e 4m . (MFBs) #4k. MFBs
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F, kAR HF R (TGF-B) /Smad #i&{5 5@ I . M/MifiiEAEK KT (PDGF) . #£F4EE
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Research progress in molecular mechanism of hepatic fibrosis
and related therapeutic targets

LIAO Zhaohui, XIE Zhengyuan
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Nanchang 330006, China)

ABSTRACT Hepatic fibrosis (HF) is a common pathological repair response occurring after liver injury and
is a critical stage in the progression of chronic liver diseases towards cirrhosis. The molecular mechanisms
of HF occurrence are complex. Liver injury triggers the release of various cytokines by multiple cell types,
and initiates the downstream signaling pathways to activate the hepatic stellate cells (HSCs) and transform
them into myofibroblasts (MFBs). MFBs can release large quantities of extracellular matrix (ECM) ,
thereby disrupt the normal liver architecture and lead to the occurrence and development of HF. The
potential therapeutic targets for HF are still in the experimental animal phase, and there are no clinical
applications yet. This review summarizes the signaling pathways and related factors involving HSCs and
ECM in HF, such as the transforming growth factor-g (TGF-8)/Smad signaling pathway, platelet-derived
growth factor (PDGF), matrix metalloproteinases (MMPs), tissue inhibitors of metalloproteinases
(TIMPs), and connective tissue growth factor (CTGF). Tt also discusses the related therapeutic targets,
and provids the theoretical basis for the development of new drugs for HF.
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Therapeutic target

HF£F 44k (hepatic fibrosis, HF) &2l 8 4%
PRLZR N A R . e d R | A T . RS
Y. METHIREURD A B S 4005 5 5 | RS 1 48 1 A A
o A v T4 s 2 A5 0 R IS R A IR, P A
AhETE (extracellular matrix, ECM) (32 % 235 BE
R L TR T 78 e i ) k1 e e B AR R RN A A S
W NESS 4 20 2 5k W AR BUR BB & . AT
DL, HF a9k @ o8 JF A fe 5 = a0 i, Wk
B PEIF R E SR T RN et R RARSE T
T A6 R0 40 B g 9 R Rt 100 T il Y, HLOE 1
FHEa# ., HF X T AR H #2388 K, Hbs T
HF i K52 2% . A BILiil v R e, HOUR ST RCR A
AR . H AT E NS HE BT BRI .
A 2G5 BRI 0 TS R e 2 A
JF 46 R BT 4 518 B9 HEF , 38 1 = 2% 0 B 7 3R
J7 A LA B L SR s B iR i, (AEXT TR
QRN R R ISR R =R Y SN v e A
By G5 P T 06 T B0 HE, 57 850%E LA A 1) T . Bl
B AT T A 2 BOR WA B i N & e, X HE
R AL TR 3 AR B A DGR BB A . BN I AR R
RN EIRYM (hepatic stellate cells, HSCs) 5
ECM 5| #& HF 4 43+ Bl K H b 97 0 SO 0F 58 47
Zrik, i HF $I8 ) 25 9 0 2 46 A2 i S8 i o

1 HFRREI 5 FHLE

1.1 HSCs# & A3 58

HSCs i JiFBE Al 52 5t 40 Jf0 8 K i 1/3 FT 14 4
O A MR 520~1006 o TR ALY HSCs S d G
O S S @A I A i 1 VN = 2 1
(Kupffer cells, KCs) . JF 5 N K 48 Ml (liver
sinusoidal endothelial cells, LSECs) Fl .7\ 45 7¢
JHFJUE 4853 40 J5 RT 23 i e Ak A= I B 5 B (transforming
growth factor-beta, TGF-B). Ifil/IMNRATAE K HF
(platelet-derived growth factor, PDGF) HI&k 4k 41
4 A K W+ (connective tissue growth factor,
CTGF) % —RFNAMIP 7, T (5 5 5 50 %
BB, A4k HSCs 4% i o | 42 2F 4k 1k 5L A
Beog, i HSCs [ B A WS . 3858 M 4 W Dy se i AL
W £F 4k 48 Bd (myofibroblasts, MFBs) % 48,
MF Bs i 1k 5 ] B K i ECM 4 o-~F 35 UL 3l 22
H (a-smooth muscle actin, «-SMA) & I A1l
R I 2T 4 55, AR i 4 ) A e AL 2L I T

(tissue inhibitors of metallo proteinases, TIMPs)
Kk, WH 4 8 & A (matrix metallo
proteinase, MMPs) (&£, fff ECM i i R FUIF DL
T HFLF eI B, (HRIBRIG 58, S BUF /AN IE H 45
FIREIR , ABR/NIEIE B, BFRER 25 Ew Diae . B
I, HSCs T Ak A3 G it B v Jor v B i) A 56 4 134
A T BE R HE 20 FIR 97 I8 7E 40 4 .

1.1.1 TGF-1  TGF-B1 J&— il 1 [ 43 W6 F1 55
Sy VRAE ARG A . oy Ak . R SOUE T Al i
T JHFIE 22 b S 5 AN A % 1) 5T 40 A n 40
HSCs., KCs fl LSECs %5 5 7] 43 # 7= £ TGF-B1.
MM Z G, 42 TGF-pl £ kK FEFH i,
i i 5 HSCs F il TGF-Bl Z AR 45 &, #iE & 5%
DPP [A] #i # (mothers against DPP homolog,
Smad) 2/3FF Mz & AR, kTN Smad2/314
BMEELAK, 5Smadd B EMEEGY, &
AR AZ P, DT PR A OGS I 3R Gk, A R
Ji, HECM At 25 HF . Smad7 £ TGF-p1
T S 2 e e B R E T . TGE-plL ik
AL LLR 8 MMPs i ¥, 35 TIMPs 3= 35 7K F M i
W ECM B, o — R k4 i fb kg . TGF-B1
JEYE A R Ik E HEGRE HE B+, FEHF MR
o TR DG BEE

1.1.2 PDGF KHZ{k PDGF J&—fH 4 Fhi 2
{7 5 PDGF-A . PDGF-B. PDGF-C #1 PDGF-D
3 Ao B A T ] U e R R, (A
PDGF-AA. PDGF-BB. PDGF-AB. PDGF-CC
M PDGF-DD. Ifil/IMrAiT A4 KN F3Z2 1k (platelet-
derived growth factor receptor, PDGFR) J& — F
1T 769 i 2 2 2 10 394G 2 A G TR 1) B 125 R 2 1
£ PDGF {5 5 ik b & EEAEM . 2 PDGFR
LN D VAL VRN~ S = I N I 5 ol LA
PDGFRa #1 PDGFRB 7] JE A [A] U5 5 5 6 — R {k
PDGFRaa, PDGFRaB #1 PDGFRBR, M8 ¥
2R SN /N v A 1 1 ) Nl X 1 o N
PDGF, A 5 fF Ik 4F 52 5 40 i o 78 1 5 T Ik 41 21
1, PDGF J PDGFR &ILBAL; S NEZ B )5,
PDGF 1] B #7519 HSCs F13Z 45 (14 P9 B2 40 A . 1l /1N
M 55 L I 4 B 5 R A ORI A W, 5 HSCs 8 36 1
1 PDGFR 45 &, ¥1H Ras-22 24 736 1k & 11 0
(Ras-mitogen-activated protein kinase, Ras-MAPK) .
5 J5 Wk WL 3 3§ (phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase,
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PI3K) #1 % g B Cy (phospholipase C gamma,
PLCy) {5 ", et HSCs ¥ oH . 1k,
i ECM i BEEUTAR, E’fﬁzHFﬁﬁhl‘co

1.2 ECM# AR % fo etk

1.2.1 MMPs #1 TIMPs MMPs & — 41 a] % fi#t
ECM (1 £ [ 7K fift il , TlELélﬂH@iiﬁ T .

fb . TS, A AR Wzﬁuﬁaﬂir“#ﬁﬁ
RAEMEH . MMPsTmlﬁﬁzéﬁiﬂmﬁiZﬂﬁﬁéﬂi
JL A0, RR I I 4 AN R T S R S D (MIMIP-1
MMP-8, MMP-13 #l MMP-18) . Ml (MMP-2
M MMP-9) | [8] it % i B (MMP-3. MMP-10 #
MMP-11) | J& B i fi# =% (MMP-7 #l MMP-26) |
JiE # MMPs (MMP-14, MMP-15 fil MMP-16 4 )
A At MMPs (MMP-12. MMP-19 #il MMP-20
) W5 Y R MMP-1. MMP-2. MMP-3 fl
MMP-9 45 JLF i (19 35 ¥ 5 HF 19 & £ & A % D)
KB, TIMPs & MMPs K% B R M &R, &
JCRN 43 TIMPs B 48 fd 5 7 4= MM Ps #9248 itd — 3%,
HXF K Z 8 MMPs ¥4 ik = 4E H . TIMPs 7]
S MMPs A1 : TR L BE R S B a9,
T FEAIE MM Ps 36 1 0 Y IFESZ i, HSCs 1]
AL JF K it & 38 TIMP-1, ﬁMMpsﬁ'M&ﬁE
ECM B fg sz 214l , S ECM &R, Mims
FHHF .

1.2.2 CTGF CTGF 40 s {5 W 2% B F 2,
JE— B AT AR 22 5y 24 E M e e e 1Y
SrEE . CTGF EZ MU B I ZF4H, |
[B) 70 5 4 fifg A1 1 Rz 4 i an HSCs. R4 e . MFBs
N A MAE G, 2B MM, kK%
2 40 M3 B Ak . RS L I AR U SUE 5
PEF Y. MAFNEZR S, 18 TGF-BLIE Sk T
W E BG5S S, CTGF FikEsn,
ﬁ.l&l’ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁkéﬁ%ﬁfﬂiH@ﬁ%/\f” i 1l 21 4 24 i
KB RE, il E ECM, F3|HF 24%
J&. i4h, CTGFIAT Ll i MMPs i %, i
TE 2T V5 B TS 40 ) DT TIMPs 25 28 1 i 310 461
ik, [ ECM A pgat — A 58 1o,

2 HFHAXBFHEA

2.1 #H HSCs#y &Ll 74

2.1.1 TGF-Bl SUNAE"" K BL. KB A VT Ak
WP BRAC 2 BERE (thioacetamide, TAA) S
HF £ 8 K BUIF 41 40 «-SMA . T B R E A .
TGF-B1 fil Smad2/3 ik /KB A, 3% BH B =] DT Ak

A RE 8 5 10 TGF-B1/Smad {5 53 % sk 20 Bz it 7=
Az, TR HE, Ay B W] DS bR 151 B G J7 HE M
BT R TRy . R Y R ZE DDA
fbW% (carbon tetrachloride, CCl,) 5 HF fE A
ANECH S i R AT DL ) HSCs 34 515, 9 il
ECM % 1 #1 TGF-B/Smad {5 5 18 # &k, M1
Wil HF & /B &, %45 5% b HF Bﬁ{ﬁf“ﬁglﬁﬂmﬁ
XIANG %5 " Mooth BFAE 9 b 4y 3 R I &R
(physalin D, PD), fEH T CCL FIHA 254 (bile
duct llgann BDL) 5%/ HF /NI, 2558 W
7~ PD i@ i 4 il TGF-B/Smad 1 Yes #H 3¢ 2
(Yes-associated protein, YAP) &5 i ¥ k3% T
HF, W PD HAWHRIF HE MW ). &K, TGF-B
YR Z R, BURRMGRE 24, HAZ 2 &
FUEHLARVF Z A BB, H ¥ A A sh P ik 58 i 2
b i R A5
2.1.2 PDGF K HZ ik WANG % ™ 1y B 5%
BoR: RAKHME R BIEH T BDLE MM T
U AUME HE N ROBE A S, BOH# R B i i iR
PDGF-BB/PDGFREBE G W H %<, TEIRINFIIA A
FHWT PDGF-B/PDGFRBiEE, il PDGF-BBifs%H)
HSCsilhifl . MR, 22/t BDL 515 /Y T 40 il
1405 B i F0OAR v R R A AR ;. H PDGFRB ]
AEEHF hEC R R B 80 . CHEN %
K M B % B4 (thymosin beta 4, TB4) EH F&
BDL % S 0 M A B HF BB NRUA L. T4 T
W T /N4 4 PDGFRB E ik KV, &g T
BDL 53 (9 7R FLME HE .
2.1.3 KK £ & {& (cannabinoid receptor, CB)

CB J& — 2 A7 5 T 240 Mo B s 40 B v 1 G 2 P A Ik
Z . NN AFAE 2 Fh KRR % 32 1 CB1 A1 CB2.
CBlEZA4 T, HRESIEAMAERGE T, XK
WAL CB, H O EE SR MG C; CB2 £
FEANE e 2 B R Rk, NFRCONANERCB, i
AR GUBE R G0 N A I 20 i ERL R ORI 28 A0 AT RS
kR . BT Y BoR s IER AL IR
FiECB. MAFMEZ MG, CB15 CB2 Rk L
VA, E R T R AR A AR & A R R 3 B A R AE
HH, CBLXEF 4G L #AEN, CB2 X4 4Efb A 3
HIVER, M&ELLCBL Y E R,

ZHANG % " BE9E iR : K CBLAS$TH AM251

YE T R B N 23 B 35 37 J5 (1 HSCs, AM251
L ST I | O T IR s = e (extracellular
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regulated protein kinases, ERK) Fl c-Jun 2 3& & ¥
Bl (c-Jun N-terminal kinases, JNK) ¥ #5021k,
> HSCs 478, M0 il HE o 2% 85 3%t vl LUl
b 4 CB1 gl 75 # P [a] CB1 4% Bt 750 DA i 410 i
HSCs {f fb 3858, W ECM & i, BEAIREF 4k
PR, LONG 4 ™ W A Se g & B . CB2#sh
F AM1241 1 LA FFEAR TGF-B1 % 5 19 HSC-T6 41 i
WG RTE AL RS, SRR T, AT &I HE .
2.1.4 EJEeEE X Z K (farnesoid X receptor, FXR)
FXR & —Fl @ T30 3= 4% 52 1488 530 0 e A4 300G
WSk, FERFE . i AE RS A 80 B Rk,
F2 A S Ty AR O A IE T R I [ B 2 R A AR
PR IR R A 1l R 38 i A DG JE DR A e ik, R B £
PREACI . H I = ER A L A RRE I 55 U IR A R
R U5 Y BoR . FXREEHIE S AT 5
TN T RAREAR SZ AR HSCs H ik 460 A6 W il 1k 338
FE W) BTG % K (peroxisome proliferator-activited
receptor, PPAR) y#ZiE, MM T HSCs X {2 £F
HE AL A T K2R AE A BT R A, W ECM ™
A2, B ECM RS, dEm#m il HE & 4= & J .
FAN 4 IE 52T B 0L JR R of L 3@ i FXR A
Smad3 2 [8] 49 # 5 AR ok BB 28 CCLE 5 89 HF,
H FXR #sh 0 5 DURRR 3 A T4 PR 3K, A7 22
JRCA I R L BT BT HE 697 FBt. SCHWABL %
KB AR R FXR #8307 Cilofexor £ A1 T 22 IH
ke = 1 v B U7 AR B R P S A R i 5 5 S 1 A
K5 P BB W5 o BF & (non-alcoholic steatohepatitis,
NASH) #ARUK G, KR HF #2E K.
2.1.5 PPARy PPARJ&—H ] LL#gad & 1k il
T 38 5 W) WO O R Sk I F L 40 B PPARa.
PPARS (B) MIPPARy 3F1 267 . PPAR 7 £ Fh 41
MiAE K e B b R mEAE A, Hdh PPARYTE
HSCs FE Mg i i vh 33k, HoA MBI . 5
5 Jih g 4 B o A AR T L R S0E i M bt HF 4§
LR FIEE . B Y Bk . PPARy
PP HSCs B 78 . I Ak DL SOAH 5 48 A B8 5 43 b & #2
P4 E . PPARy £ iA/KF 5 HSCs R EAT
X, WEVRE R PPARy Rk K FEFmE, GRE
Bf PPARy 3RiA K- i 23 FEAIL; $2m PPARy %
KOKFREGE X HSCs s . W AEBMGBIEM, 5%
2 ) S P R A AR R T, DA AR HF R
ALATAS % ' 3R JH PPARYy i ) 771 we mg g —
fil (thiazolidinedione, TZD) fEH T £ BDL i %

M HF RN, SR BxR: SRIGITALE,
TZD /Nl TGF-B1, PDGF fil CTGF % £ ik K F
Y REAR , B 5 PPARYy I M ] BE 2 5 ) HF 1
Bt . CHHIMWAL % ™ R R4 8 ZEH T
28 CCL BB RS 75 5 19 HF A AL R 2 8. KR 4L
2 PPARY Rk K Fhim, RWIIL A0S PPARY
155 A Wi BF HF 75 1 B A 31 .
2.1.6 &2 2 5% BE 30 ) 55 (tyrosine kinases, TKs)
TKs J& —Fi i fi 1k 2 s S B 3R B i IR ) 2 1 & A
W TR A 1 R S M R . RO Y R AR Y
2% . BB . BT R A TR A TKs. &
R E LAY, AR AR AR E R TKs kK P
wr, TKsilat SEREE G, T e 2F 4t A A OG5
5 W TS L 5] AT A A0 1 MFBs #%
A5, UK R AT WG N B>, ECM i BETID
H, IR HE, £ TKs A al G818 25 4610 A 97
) — AV FERE S . TKs P2 —F ol 5 TKs 56 4
PG IR Y R R, WS R R
(adenosine triphosphate, ATP) sadrPEghfA, fligh
A ATP I TKs K- FEAR, M FEAR TKs 6 HE, 5
UM TE . YE A Rk, S T 2 A A R R
C it 30 Z Fp TKs 80 1 # Lwi. #F 5% ™ oK -
TKs 10 46l 1) 388 1 BEL A ok 2T 24 290 Jf 344 8 0 iy %5 2 Bl
B AR VE T, HILAE 3 Wy R 2F 2 Ak
I FRAE T A I T AR T AR

fF5E " WoR . 78 CCl,. BDL Al H 3 7 il i
SR S HE 8 b R 4R 2 3 R 50 HE 1
Mo RBrIEJE i B 1 HSCs 8458, hn bk HSCs 3
T, R DR R A i A R R A R AR
R T2 P00, DT A HE FRBE . LIU 25 57 JIE 5S¢
6T R R il 21 4 Ak 1 TR 40 410 50 J8 3k J8 A ] L)
i HE $E & o 78 CCLE S A 20t 45475 /) B 75
H, JeIke AT RL R T R R . BEEE .
TIMP-1. «-SMA Fl % 5E 7 1 2B KF, 30l T
PSR RE N I A 2R AT HE & A &
2.2 #H% ECM A& At ECM B #
2.2.1 MMPs fl TIMPs HASSAN % 5 % 3 .
K FH 26 98 B BREAE JH T4 CCLLi% 5 1y HF #5580 K LT
T TIMP-1 #1 TGF-B £ A AKF, Wb e R TR,
4 T AR HE #2 . KARIMIZE ™ BF58 s . Je
R MEA B A)S, 4 CCLIESA HEF #1 K
BT 2 21 MMP-2 FIl MMP-9 %35 K - Tk, %
BIJLHS 58 T L HE EHT . R4S BT HE (1 25 971056 4L
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REL, HRZRET YRR, R
A7 3550 2 4 AR 5 S 3 s 7™ A T 40 3804 1 IR X
HHE . MMPs/TIMPs & HF #F J& 3 7 fh ECM
W EZ—, WK 4R MMPs/ TIMPs “F- 1 |,
P& MM Ps 1 1 A1 B MM Ps/ TIMPs - fii 1L 1 475
A e — LT
2.2.2 CTGF NIE % " {8 2458 5 5 00 ik Sk
BT 27 4 fk.  (radiation-induced liver fibrosis, RILF)
B R BP0 . RILF B8 K B 41 21 HSCs
PRI AR A AR A T, R &K ET
(kinsenoside, KD)ia¥7)a, MHAHHSCs, TGF-B1
Fa-SMA F IR 7KFFEAK, 1B KD 38 o 30 i 48 5t 5
% B TGF-B1/Smad/CTGF i #% 4 il RILF, %
g Lo fd R 1A TGF-R13E #% A1 CTGF 8938 71 Bl ¥4
RILF #2646 T8 . CUTAE Y AWK 5 5 19 HF
B0 R B B HSC-T6 40 M, %11/ T- 48 RNA
(small interference RNA, siRNA) 7 AR LB 41 fifg v
CTGF &K, 4R BxR: 41+ CTGF., HSCs &
T 780 T2 8 J5 2 11 3R 3k /K F- BRI, HEF JF R gk
T, A S A HEF AR I TR L
2.2.3 & BEA AL (lysyl oxidase, LOX) LOX
S — Pl 240 B S ] K P B ST, AR LOX R
A AL B FE E H 1~4  (lysyl oxidase like 1~4,
LOXL 1~4)4E 5 R AI G . LOX Ay 32 22 1 2 fi
TR A7 4 AL 2% B OB R A B PE AR AE ECM b i 2R 47y
ACWE, AR ECM B, 2 ok 2F 2 1k iF ' Of:
FELE LR YE Ay, ST Y R IEH AP LU LOX
FAR KO BAR, LT 4 AL T4 40 LOX ik K
BT, B8 LOX 5 HF & F& ] fig % U) A ¢,
LOX A Bk — Pl BB 41 416 25 P 45
ZHAO GG ™ R 8. 4l LOXLL 36 ¥ mT LAy 2>
2 CCL B M HE /N BB 8 138 B6, 2> HSCs
WAk, R AR AR B R A K, DA U 55
CCL A& I HF 7% . IKENAGA 45 " 3R 7 5
PE LOXL2 $sg BEHURIAIT 4 TAA 55 1) HF A
ANEL, SRR /N U S b £ A ) B AR 9, A
LRYENE 2, HEF R EEWCER , T6T R0 22 B 3R A
BN AR B AR s A, SR LOXL2 5 58 B H 44 )
HFE A — & R HI/E . LOXL2:8 i 40 e 5 5
%S Ak & AR R R, AR B R R RN A
Y7 RS ) L oA 50 4 B
3R E

HF 2 — D3l 1 % g e, 18 HF A [k 2

B BE 7 1 4 B X A [ R AT R T A TR E AR
KRz —. HiAr, REFZEAPHF AR
166 6 245 ) 22 S WY IIE TR S A R, B AR I R 56 7
T 1 JC S MR HE IR, R KT T R AT A s 2
FLRUBCAIRYT o I R B A I HF 36 75 CRATS LU E
WR o E, sz mEsk . SURETRIMRI B N
e, S T PR IR T R, A R SO A T
f14 3 284 A 6 245 9 5 T i PR 2 5 ) O JE L HE 2549)
ATF 8l 1% 5 2 05 1)

FlaE R

It A AR A P IS A A R i 5% o

fEEBAN:

B Z 5 R R I SCIRT Mg SCE B, BHETT
Z: 5 e B .

(&% 3Lk ]
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