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Abstract: Dinosterol, also known as dinoflagellate sterol, is an important component of cell
membrane lipids of dinoflagellate. As a biomarker of dinoflagellate, dinosterol is featured by high source
specificity, structural stability, and resistance to degradation. It widely distributed in various
sedimentary environments, such as oceans and lakes as well as peat, and this compound effectively
records paleoenvironmental information from different geological periods. Currently, dinosterol and its
hydrogen isotope composition have been used to reconstruct past ecological and environmental changes.
The application of dinosterol provides a new perspective for understanding past climate and
environmental changes and ecosystem responses. Therefore, dinosterol has become one of the key
biomarkers in marine and lake paleoenvironmental reconstruction studies in recent years. Based on this,
this paper first introduced the structure, biological sources, and distribution characteristics of dinosterol
in marine and lake environments. It briefly outlined and compared several purification methods of
dinosterol, and then explained the principles underlying its use in reconstructing paleoenvironments and
paleoclimates. Furthermore, the paper summarized the paleoenvironmental implications of dinosterol,
particularly its content in reconstructing paleoproductivity and its hydrogen isotope ratios in
reconstructing salinity and precipitation. Accordingly, the paper also presented future considerations for

dinosterol in paleoenvironmental reconstruction studies, such as the specific biological sources of

dinosterol and the impact of environmental factors on dinosterol.

Key words: dinosterol; paleoenvironment; compound-specific hydrogen isotope composition; lipids

biomarkers; ocean; lake
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Molecular structure of dinosterol
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Table 1 Biological sources of dinosterol
El] H & & i 2% 30k
Dinophyceae Gonyaulacales Pyrocystaceae Alexandrium A. tamarensis [22,24 - 26]
i 2 i B H
A. catenella [25]
A. minutum [27]
A. monilata [28]
Pyrocystis P. fusiformis [29]
P. noctiluca [29]
Pyrophacaceae Fragilidium Fragilidiumsp. [30]
Gonyaulacaeae Gonyaulax G. acatenella [24]
G. catenella [24]
G. washingtonensis [24]
G. foliaceum [31]
G. polygramma [32]
Lingulodiniaceae Lingulodinium L. polyedra [24,26,33]

Crypthecodiniaceae Crypthecodinium C. cohnii [34-35]

Goniodomataceae Pyrodinium P. bahamense [36]
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5% 1
] H = & fift EE BN
Gymnodiniales Gymnodiniaceae Gymnodinium G. uncatenum [37]
B G. wilczeki [38]
G. catenatum [39]
Gymnodiniumsp. [26.37]
Gyrodinium G. dorsum [37]
G. dominans [40]
Akashiwo A. sanguinea [41]
Gymnodinium Gymnodinium sp. [42]
Cochlodinium C. polykrikoides [43]
Lepidodinium L. chlorophorum [44]
Tovelliaceae Woloszynskia W. coronata [45]
Kareniaceae Karenia K. mikimotoi [46]
Peridiniales Glenodiniaceae Glenodinium Glenodinium sp. [47]
LZHEH Heterocapsaceae Heterocapsa H. niei [37,48]
H. pygmaea [48]
H. illdefina [48]
H. triquetra [48]
H. pygmaea [37]
H. circularisquama [49]
Peridiniaceae Peridinium P. cinctum [45,50]
P. umbonatumvar.inaequale [41]
P. foliaceum [37]
Peridinium sp. [13]
Scrippsiella S. trochoidea [25,37,51]
Scrippsoella sp. [30]
S. tinctoria [41]
Peridiniales incertae sedis(no rank)  Vulcanodinium V. rugosum [52]
Pfiesteriaceae Chimonodinium C. lomnickii [45,53]
P fiesteria P. piscicida [54]
Protoperidiniaceae Protoperidinium P. crassipes [41]
Prorocentrales Prorocentraceae Prorocentrum P. cordatum [38]
PR P. micans [25 - 27,37,41,55]
P. minimum [37,46,55]
P. balticum [55]
P. mexicanum [37,55]
P. hof fmannianum [37]
P. triestinum [37]
P. donghaiense [46]
Suessiales Symbiodiniaceae Symbiodinium S. microadriaticum [30,37]
A H
Symbiodinium. sp. [37]
Suessiaceae Protodinium P. simplex [37]
Syndiniales Amoebophryaceae Amoebophrya Amoebophryasp. [56]
LR EH
Bacillariophyceae  Naviculales Naviculaceae Navicula Navicula sp. [57]
Tk 3 2N FHE#H
Magnoliopsida Lamiales Lentibulariaceae Utricularia U. neglecta [58]
XTI AH ) 44 JRIEH
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Fig.2 Global distribution of various environment where dinosterol has been studied
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Table 2 Purification methods of dinosterol
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Fig.3 Schematic diagram of a Pre-HPLC-MS system
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Table 3 Multi-biomarker approaches for paleoproductivity reconstruction

Mo i i [r] RUBE DU # AR bR EY 2% 3Ok
AR Tt 1 W U IX 1951~2 011 a j3ES ST {55 1 L EP o8 £ [85]
o [ 2R i Eo8 LN R IR SR F 155 TP [86]
LR 0~12 ka HERES A T | PP O 55 B S [87]
T8 8 A g 0~14 ka o2 A TR ST 655 I T £ [88]
o 4 VAR 0~15 ka T B A TR S 655 PP S L Cao o2 [89]
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PR Q-3 7Y 0~23.3 ka jizEE KRR o 6 B [90]
SRAE I e 0~30 ka 7 B A TR ST 65 L TR £ [91]
Fh [ g 0~35 ka jl3es BT | TP o8 £ [92]
Wl 41 7 0~65 ka foRes I D 3 65 12 L T 9 [93]
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R A8 8 K il 1 % 0~160 ka foRes KBRS | P £ [68]
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o [ g P IE R 0~270 ka HERES G 47 T SR T £ B TP 3 6 B L Cao diolls [98]
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&

%34

We i A o T A VI AN I ot B O A

761

N R U A G 7 ) AR AR K H 2 S
gt | 3 5 T R il s T =2 T A X B o 3 BOHE T
AERUEE EARSR A TR 22, 3R W I U AV ) R 25 4 JF
JCHA AR L LI 4 SR, i A K T R
FAC R, WF 52 I 25 5 B HY 988 155 52 % 44 i
Cyo diols B 1% M DX V7 Ui AR 90 3F 7% 405 4, B8R K A
TEWEAR ) A 77 0 mr S (R I S A0 AR R e A 5
A 7= 9 B AT RE 5 AR A 2 LI ol A e
SR AR 22 WF 5T bR 32 AR A AN 280 3l (0 52
MEVERNIA A h R Y R A A e e, B
WIGAE T H o RS . BN, 76 60 DR BB &
i DXV, Wang 25073 5o OB &l AL o 45 B AR W d
AR X T AR Il AR 7 ) R U A R
SEA AR Ak, FLrb S S I SR S R o AL M
HIAS A B, A TT 1 500 4E LUK, IR e A 4 B 9% h
HEESHETAHEFS, X FEZHETARMBEL
FMT G BRI W A A A, R, B0 5
T R AP A0 i 45 He) b S FE SR AR Y 52 e T & AR T
A% Fan, Sk B R KR R B R O Y R A
PR Ppic R W, B At L e Y 32 B )
A7 T A S D 4 T e 0 B RS DT AR
TH ) [0 V2 Ui AL T 9 245 4 038 AT e S R AR R S R
() KA 0 2 VJURL 3 A DL B FR 3 AR L S K A R B
kAR A SN SR TR AR RUBE b T DA ) B
&R RAAE T 2 5y 1l 52 NG sh e, A ot
FUE T A W B S S AR EY (24 -
methylcholesta — 5,24(28)— dien — 38 — ol) B L & T
£l 3 EHEANE 150 a LA Y b XoF i 9 1) A X6 £ 34
G5 R, B 1986 4F LR IZME W B K, X 5 i
NN A FR Y5 (s K AR IR ) A5 560
3.1.2 WHEEHLETE TR

B E IR AR 2R 2 HOK R IE |G 3 — A IR 1Y
AR AR ERBE ), 5 R A AT A RO AR K A AR S
RO PRI R AT I B B A Y RS N DL T
T AE ) BE 95 25 A0 1 g AR S b, SRR Ry Vg
FINIR 7K Ui AE ) 1) o 2 LS A, AR ) G K AR
IR AR I 3 RV R R IR K AR Y
WRZ —, W RN, R TR Py b HE e S e
Bl T AR SR TR BE A ARV 3 K AR v
A R 1 D s g AR B g, HE S R AE 4R
N WA 7 0y R v 25 4 AR A Y BR Bl | 38 R B
A8 73 Y VI PR v Y — S S A s R R
1, DT 3E — 25 48 7 5 8 SR A Dy s e gl

T 3% [ 7R | e 08 0 ) A R R VG P v T A 9 VS S I
oy JOT 43 SR Y g I O D) A1 5 Y R 1
Az B[R] X 0, 4 7 FE 0 R a R kg
H ] 9 T 2 DX AR I 40 o B A B R R s T
e B i o> 85 A F R Rl HE R B U
Scrippsiella trochoidea WA ¥) & 7 75 5 B 24 MEAH
KRFR AR 3k 0.99 , 7 B 98 5 95 B 5 ) £
FAE AR Yy it 248 7 T 3 FY 38 R 080 1 B B4R
Z =,

VT U4 o K260 3l i 5k 1 K AR 5 8 5 Ak
A S 5 B0 v TP 98 R ) R K Y 3 7K AR ) R A
2o BN, 58 B AR AR v i AR TO AR A b R gk S e
et BB 1G5 2 M TR R ) e AR A I TR — B T
X5 N3 B B0 r 5 B i O iR 7R R R A
AR, ok BV AR g AR T Y B AL IS SR R
F 1990 AFAC LA, 3 S e o i 20 B0 3% BT, X
5 H 1980 4R DAk 1y B 249 $4 Py = 3ol s A 0 38
LR 1835 6 AR A K F el A7 5, in EL Y 5 I
RO b T R A G b X AL TR AR K Y
e/ A A (C/ND , $8 78 BB TR 4 b A3 B R T L)
RV AR FEY k[ e v R T S
S5 R W AR S W UTRRAE S 9 BF ST 4R s 1925—
2000 a0 Sl e 5 | 362 0T 5 K e AR AL 2
R R AR R D R R AL A
THERSE o, PORLIC 5 v FY 5 4 o o o0 B b T o
U1 5 9R K F K A S R X R, 40 HAS o R G s
IR (Kizaki 1) 3 £ B2 5 4k 2> B07E 1988 4F 1K F
W L X6 LT 19881994 4F ] 58 & 1 F K A0
I A o PP B I A s ik 3 Y SR 1 S I B A 0 B
FCABLRE AR 75 W0 08 FR R 00 7E W B SR ALKk b e
HBARS 1, i, AE 52 N2 3 W 35 5 i i) 3,
FE YL RN, 3R 2 DU P S Y T
3 BRI PP B 5 Tt/ S 1 9 Y LR 20 001 Bl K PR R
R SRV JBE 1 o i S e FG b il e A
P 38 59 1 5T 20 0T B X A9 00 R TIC AR W 14 23 A
S5 — B FUE IR AR T B R RO T
IR R M R A A R R
W) 758 288 T A DO AR Al AL v P 9 5 I 5 0 RO
7S A FA R S e Y 98 ok A A2 A B o 15 48 L
FEWEE I (Titicaca Lake) i B 57 45 S 2 0, 2 Hr i
] DX 5 B IE KL TR B T S WA Y
Yy BRAR A 25 A Cn il B2 AR B2, JF 3 B0 B 5 B 2
TR 1A AR 25 2R T e e A AR AR L DA DA B R



762

BOMK R o RO BR B 2 O

5% 54 &

SR R S DL 2 R S AR, T BE R K
BEKARNT B I, P ST A BORT S
B30 S B 0 AR AT DL VR DEAR 18000 & 8 R AL AR
DL B FRER A S R
32 HARYBEGASAEHRRAMHRESEESN

Nz

KA BEE R BT v & R R R TR R A I KA
PRI AR 38 B 3, B0 45 7K & TA) 6 3R 21 A (0 D)
AE A% T 422 45 1 88 28 g ot 9 & W) A2 R 4 8 (O Dy )
FEAL b AR 2 R 3R S0 06 R BT A O A 2 R 1 3k
B 0Dy 5 IR B KK 0D, B VIAH 5 HH P 3
ORI E BB R 0,901 i A 7R W VR LR
JK IR 55 v T I 5T 3R B L 2 R TURR ) o i 2
oD 5 H IR BT KK oD i B AH &, FIFH #8255 B oD
HAIREEKAY oD R 22K 10%, 7, o, B
Pt B S B ) — A WAE bR AR . SRR TR
5 TR 45 JFC A 988 S 2E W 3 0 AR LG A= W ok TR R )
B JLT FOR TR H 5, PR O Y g 55 1 A ARt o
PR 388 28 A s 3 0 B DR AN TR) T 3 A ) — A P b 7
YR R B oD AR AL R 531 R o fF1EW]
25 A BT T LA E R O S A TR A R
Y8 (0 Dino ) BIFFE LA AR B, Bl S5 A5 & B, TG
VA £ AR AL 55 R 11 U Y VT T X 3 S A B
E SRR ROK A, A B oD ¥ 5 3 EEK 6D
FEFERRE B I 4Pk DG & L At R T A 38 6§ 1 oD
K SCEA EK Y R e
3.21 FHEBMEKATELTHK

TR VE R I 2R 2 7K ) S IR 2 A 32 KA A 75
e FNRE K G A e A ) TR A 3R 43 29 i
B S B AR RS BB K IR oD 2 ) B A B hr
MR G R L BB B 90D s AR KOK R Y oD, B i,
PRS- 38 o ) vV 0 DA rh g O S
SD, A LA F X By B K R R E A R AR b, M
Hil S 8K B 22 (8 AF 5% 802 B 6 Do B 28 25 B 7K
FK SCEAF R AR AR

O S B oD X VA S0 7 v B U
O 8k )z T AR e S I R G
(ITCZ) i & 26 B A2 A A7 O 1 B oK As fphie el
Sachs && 1 A8 78 P 7 VG H 00 57 1 8K g R )
(Spooky Lake) (7°N, 134°E) , F| F 1 1A 4% L v i B
B B oD H A AT J T AR SR R K & 1Y AR A, 1] ok
7R 0 Dyo TE/N VKA (1 400~1 850 A.DOIE , B 24
AF Ak T A X T BRI, O 45 A ok [ 3 L O A b 4k

B (57N, 160° W) 1 # ¥ g BT 0D 1 f 1E i 5% Fl
Galapagos BE 5 (1°S,89° W) IR /K A v iy %5 25 3 & il
Y A Wbk o W) 6 A B S (botryococcene) 8D A8 I 1
ISR HEWT TTCZ 52 K BH 4 5 i B2 78 Ak 19 5% i), AH XoF
AN E M 500 km, BJG . 7601057 Hb X HE T H 3
£ B oD id 5% W 58 R . /N UK BB 0 Do I IE 5 35
TR AR X T, 3 — 2 UE S ITCZ B M
Bl [FRE L AE Galapagos B & 1 2 BUK ) Ak
AT 3 T H 3 55 B2 oD A9 AR 4k 38 s R Zh UK
W S B 0D i 171, Galapagos 1 X R K 18 22,
X—MEHITCZ WM —8", AR
M 57 b DA VA DORR A Y H B S B W) o R L
FRAT I 4 00 1) %) /K SO AR Ak, 25 R R
16 7.7~4.5 ka BP #i8], 6Dy, b T+ 50%0, 8 78 1% X
R KU 3k — IG5 A2 R Xk 55 | R e Bk
U5 52 B8 — B, 3 AT 8 5 52 K BH 4 SR 52 i i 5 |
B A AT R A R RS A O B S AE AR B R AR AL R
S b DX 3 e 0 9 RN 8 ik O R R 2 B =
BRZEHY oD, B T Ay db ARV v AR g i 5 3 &
T4 K SCARAE AR b, I H B S B 0D il SR R
£ 950~1 250 A.DWIA], HAE & b Fh- ¥, R4
BT B e rp i OB B TR RS AR
Db 0 P 3 R R PR 8 S i 0D i Pk Bl S
A 2 K SO AR Ak B, J0 TR B W K AR AL
MY EARFRRE . HET. E Akl B K B ST R Ak
TR B AT MR 5 /D . Maloney %17 B I3
TIACENA DAY h F B B oD, IF A IR T
— o i AR OO T R A X K = T
MR K B 8 Do 5 B 7K B 1Y 25 [0] 742 S5 7 55 B AH
K LA 0D o HE 122 X I 11 47 SF- 24 K 82
LR 5 AN L a2 i X E AT R ) d5 A A B TR A
THE KM
3.22 VHEYBIERATELLE

KA Eh B % T I SRR A AR, XA PSR A B
Al SR L DR X A 5 DX 3 A B 45 AR T S R
IKSCHE S I B A B 7R 8 S, SR, oy R
A R Y E Y PR A ST P A A B = TR
TS bR L F 5T HE A GBI AR R B R S
55 0 S b AT 5T 1 98 W 2R I B 5 A B K AR SR 6 R
2R LA O . AR N AR A G R P )
TRVEF . 35 BURE MR 0 20 F oD He A BE /K 1k oD B i
Prdet o100 Hodr R BE (S) X A= W A R 43 F
1 & [F] A 2% B A 5 VR RS AT 52 i 5 2K i B B



55 3 3

We i A o T A VI AN I ot B O A

763

Bk A 2 Ta] 1) ST 0 28 0 10 28 850, DR O 9 25 2 )
AR A AL 2 AR S R B AR AR B 5T 52 B B
KT, T KA R R, wHE
Yk B oD MAMB R B o SEE Y BoR H R
LMERR IR T HREYIREY oD BA WA
AR BETE AT 7, I S S AR R B A bR A
—F L H oD T B W R o h B A R IR AR 2

R WFIE R W] I IR R oK AR R B R 5L
BERNE 5 K Z 18] D/H 4018 FEAK B &R 2
ﬁ’%j kb aupid—wam(a - [D/Hlip\d]/[D/meor]: EIOOOTL
8Diyia 1/[1000 48Dy 1 FFE10 0 5 [ 36 B A
U] % Bz 5 W VT T BE O 4 SR 2 B TP O S A
[V 28 53188 LU (@ gino - warer ) 5 30 BE 22 1) 10 22 B 2R RL G
Z, HIAE R B A8 AL 5 BB R 10%0 ~ 29 %0 B 0] 11 L [X
bR R BT — AN B, BV R R 2 DR
RS RS BR BE K 22 IE R AR R i L
oo 2353 W EFH€0.9940.23) %, . (1.70£0.32) %,
(D, TER B, X5 KOV 7 20 5 58w
W 1R 2 TR0 28 43 L R R B A 4Rk 5 R HL A A
B0 B ARk 2R, {H G 2 B R B AN [A) L k — iF g 4G R
HE—25IF S AE £ B AR AR B A K b X, g 5
OD AR /R G K 5 BE AR AL 09 A R Bk . I8 IF i A
Xof A E B TR VR FREEA B L 0 B KA RN Y
B Ak 2 e 1R A AR A R DR ke DX ) K S A 4k
SRR . Nelson %173 1o 8 £ 4> BRI [ P 1 i)
1 5 50 RS B 0D MR BE K B9 6D 3K 8 R
 dino water 3 TR E T OC R, 45 H 3 W ER B J2 5% i & i) Fl
o R R e Y S B AR A i D/H B
B F I 2R A 25 1w IR 0 B LA
8] ) TR0 T 7 2 @ dino warer = 0.0010S 4-0.665 5 M AR 4
P R 1 30 Y ek T JURE ) K B AL T 0 T AR

@ dino warer = 0.0008S +0.694 (£ 4)., Kb, N &KL
FIRAE A AR B2 b X, 96 5 DL K il s 90 9 5
Mo PRI P 1 W 0 1 R 8 o TN 0D (L 5482 H
A 3k AL AR OGO R M AR A . RVE H R XA
[vi) 5 88 PR 05T 42 o) U 1] o2 2 2040 1) 1 LD AL ] 1 A B
By A Pl T 9 £ B D/ H 2310 #h B AR A B — 2
F% 0 187 LA B 26 AL F) 72 A e 2 o DAL ke, R LA A PR
(it 0D B3 AR H o XK AR B AT R M R
HAEE,

4 BESEESREERN A hEENE

BERE

TRy a8

AT AR HT R B AR O IF 5T X D s SR A R
G R AR FL R B S T2 3 A A B S A A AR
g8 KA P A B MG T B i e S B AR
W R B IS RS BB B AT A7 AR — RE 4 R A
Frff ok . HARORUEL, 2ok A LU LA Jr i -

1) R 38§45 T2 1) A= 0 0 10 )

G R AT IA ) Y B A HARER
PR A b 3 L SR T (B TR R A 2 L OF AR B
A BERP R RE S B P B B B L AN B e K 2R
T LB 5 BT 98 5 1, 50 T 15 A7 A8 Tl A= 9 7
AR VS B 0 R WA . HCC, T B I ) T
HOAFAE W] Bl 25 S . — O T 5 0T 9 Y T
W PP VS B B D M 22 S O3 A L O AR B
AR S A B RO TR L A, O
S B 7 HY A T 9 0 o 0 RO H R Rl
(9 4~12 A, 57 F1 e AT REJE DOAUH b 1P 3 S WY
ORI, GUR) vh HY 3 5 It i 20 A g o2 4= R
RPN A BT w A A
B} U A Wy Jm b 22 5 i B IR) — A b RS 1 T L

4.1

x4 HEUESBRH o, D EHEXRILE

Table 4 summary of the relationship between dinosterol fractionation factor & ,6D and salinity

P B Eh I R/ %o 28 XA R? BE A 22 R
o \ «=0.0017S+0.685 0.77
YIB% e 5 17 KZVRY 7.7~30.8 11 [20]
8D=2.728—349 0.84
_ «=10.0010S+0.685 0.57
YIB* B 50 167 TR URL Y 9.6~28.8 16 [20]
8D=1.80S—345 0.77
P A IR 0~117.0 «=0.0008S +0.694 0.56 7 [73]
K i 9B 30 KIZVIEWY 0~117.0 «=0.0010S +0.665 0.90 9 [73]
ZRa B 0~117.0 «=10.0007S+0.688 0.66 32 [73]
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