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Urban Design Methods for Shrinking Cities from the Perspective
of Smart Shrinkage

—~Case Study of Hegang City
GAO Qingsong', WANG Zhicheng”, WANG Yue’, ZHAO Qingdong**
(1. Hegang Natural Resources Planning, Surveying and Service Center, Hegang 154100, China;
2. Jilin Province JiGui Urban Construction and Design Limited Company, Changchun 130061, China;
3. Heilongjiang Land Science Society, Harbin 150040, China;

4. Hegang Natural Resources Planning, Surveying and Service Center, Hegang 154100, China)

Abstract: Space is, as a significant source of city values, should be an asset rather than a debt for shrinking cities. This
paper firstly summarizes the strategies of spatial planning under the theory of smart shrinkage through domestic and international
theories and planning case studies, which mainly include the optimized utilization of existing land, compact restructuring of
spatial structure, improvement and reduction of infrastructure, and restructuring of industrial structure. Then, taking Hegang City
as the research object, the paper introduces the demographic, economic, and spatial characteristics of Hegang$ urban shrinkage,
as well as the resulting spatial issues, such as degraded urban spatial quality, under — utilization of public facilities, and severe
ecological environmental damage. Finally, this paper proposes urban design strategies to macroscopically optimize the spatial
pattern and concentrate development momentum, toenhance urban quality and revitalize urban vitality from a middle level, and to
microcosmiccally explore distinctive spaces and rejuvenate the charm of Hegang City. The core content of urban design is then
legalized, systematized, and projectized through the incorporation into the national spatial planning, formation of urban
governance action plans, and compilation of design guidelines for key areas, which provides references for government
departments to enhance the spatial value of shrinking cities with urban design methods.

Key words: smart shrinkage; shrinking city; urban design; Hegang City
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