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A Study on Patients' Awareness and Willingness to Participate in Drug Clinical Trials and the Influencing Factors
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[Abstract] Objective: To investigate the awareness and willingness to participate in drug clinical trials among patients
visiting the hospital, and provide a reference for improving the quality of the informed consent. Methods: An electronic
questionnaire was used to survey 232 patients in a certain hospital. Data were analyzed using SAS 9.4 software. Results: 64.22% of
the respondents were willing to participate in drug clinical trials. The main motivations were "expecting treatment effects" (35.74%)
and "contributing to medical science" (36.50%). There were statistically significant differences in age, education level, and
occupation among patients with different levels of awareness (P<0.05). The willingness to participate was only significantly
associated with age. Conclusions: The overall awareness of patients is relatively high, but the uncertainty of drug safety and efficacy
is the main concern, followed by economic and time costs as well as family concerns. Age, education level, and occupation are the
key factors affecting awareness. It is recommended to take targeted measures to strengthen public education and the informed
process, and to focus on ensuring the full disclosure of safety and risk compensation information to eliminate misunderstandings and
improve the quality of the informed consent and ethical compliance.
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