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Artistic Innovation and Aesthetic Characteristics of the
School Songs of Li Shutong

HAO Yujia, LIU Yang"
(The Arts Faculty, North University of China, Taiyuan 030051, China)

Abstract: The School Song, which originated during the period of social transformation at the turn of
the 19th and 20th centuries, emerged as a crucial medium for the dissemination of new ideologies in modern
educational institutions. 1.i Shutong synthesized Western compositional techniques with elements of tradi-
tional Chinese musical heritage in his works. His compositions are characterized by concise and fluid melo-
dies, elemental harmonies, and substantial innovation, demonstrating a distinct artistic style. In terms of
melodic construction, Li fused Western modal structures with the traditional Chinese pentatonic scale,
thereby achieving a seamless integration of modernity and national identity. In his harmonic approach, he
adopted Western principles of modulation, thereby enhancing the expressive depth of the harmony. With
respect to rthythm and meter, he incorporated both Western rhythmic frameworks and traditional Chinese
“ban-yan” patterns, resulting in a unique rhythmic vocabulary that heightened the emotive resonance of the
music. Li Shutong’s School Songs, as a whole, reflect aesthetic inclinations such as the lyrical beauty of
poetry, the evocative emotional atmosphere, and the dynamism of the linguistic expression, thereby not only
contributing to the aesthetic evolution of the school song genre but also exerting a discernible influence on

the trajectory of modern Chinese music composition and music education.
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