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Textual Research on Newly Unearthed Epitaph of Lu Xun of Tang Dynasty
and Its Cultural and Historical Value

GAO Shentao
(College of Liberal Arts, Linyi University, Linyi 276000, China)

Abstract: In the extant novel of monsters and logends Ji Yi Zhi, there are more than 200 stories since
Zhou, Qin, Han and Tang Dynasties, which are signed by Lu Xun. For a long time, Lu Xun’s biography
has been unknown. The newly unearthed Epitaph of Lu Xun of Tang Dynasty can supplement the detailed
information of the author’s family background, family rank, birth and death, officials experience, etc. More-
over, the year of Lu Xun’s death contained in the epitaph provides conclusive evidence for judging Ji Yi Zhi
is a fake book. Ji Yi Zhi is mostly a collection of the contents contained in other books, and most of its
entries are from Literature General Examination. It can be seen that its completion can not be earlier than
1322, the years of the publication of Literature General Examination. The present edition of Ji Yi Zhi first
existed in the sequel of Bao Yan Tang Secrets. Combined with the false style of study of Ming people and
the fact that there are many fake books in Bao Yan Tang Secrets , it can be concluded that Ji Yi Zhi was
written at the time when Bao Yan Tang Secrets were engraved in Wanli Period of the late Ming Dynasty.
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