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Ontology Analysis on the Subject Qualification of Generative Artificial Intelligence

LI Ling, BAI Shuoyang, XIONG Siqi
(Institute of Marxist Studies, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: With the popularization of generative artificial intelligence, its autonomy and human-like char-
acteristics have sparked controversy over the subject qualification of generative artificial intelligence. The theory
of legal personality extension advocates endowing generative artificial intelligence with legal subject qualifications
to meet the needs of technological development; Opponents criticize the legitimacy of the subjectification of
generative artificial intelligence. These discussions mostly focus on the balance between functionalism and
technological reality, without delving into the ontological roots of “subject” and “personality”. By reviewing the
theoretical resources in the history of thought on “why the subject is the subject” and “why personality is called
personality”, this paper explores the ontology of whether generative artificial intelligence has subject qualifications,
enjoys personal dignity, and can assume responsibility. From the bottom line of humanism, it denies the possibility
of generative artificial intelligence constituting the subject and enjoying personal dignity, and thus defends the
uniqueness of human beings as subjects, enjoying personal dignity, and assuming moral and legal responsibilities.
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