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Youth Empowering Rural Revitalization Through New Media: A Field Study
Based on Xiamen

WU Linlin, WEN Changying
(School of Journalism and Communication, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: Youth are the primary force and key actors in rural revitalization. This study examines how youth
engage In rural revitalization through new media platforms by conducting fieldwork in representative villages in
Xiamen and in-depth interviews with relevant stakeholders, thereby analyzing the inter-embedding mechanisms
among new media, youth participation, and rural social structures. The findings indicate that new media facilitates
communication and development in rural areas. The analysis further reveals that youth groups function as pivotal
hubs, facilitating the exchange of resources between urban and rural regions. The youth introduce digital
technologies into rural areas, thereby enabling cultural empowerment, communication empowerment, and
economic empowerment, promoting rural cultural dissemination, enhancing villagers’ initiatives and stimulating
the development of rural industries. The process of transformation of rural resources into economic capital, cultural
capital, and traffic capital through the utilization of new media enables villages to obtain endogenous development
power and establish an embedded development mechanism for sustainable development.
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