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Towards Self-Awareness: Discourse Construction of Anti-dJapanese War
Dance Creation in the Rear Area, Centered on Chongqing

PENG Xiaoxi', XU Lei’
(1. School of Arts, Chongging University, Chongqing 401331, China;
2. Chongqing Vocational College of Culture and Arts, Chongqing 400067, China)

Abstract: In recent years, with the comprehensive promotion of research on Chinese Anti-Japanese
War literature and art, branches such as art, drama, and music have been continuously explored in depth,
but there is a clear lack of discussion on “Anti-Japanese War dance”. The Anti-Japanese War dance was
born in the historical background of China’s national comprehensive war against Japanese aggression, and
was nurtured in the exchange and collision of Chinese and Western, old and new dance cultures. Its core is
deeply rooted in patriotism, anti war consciousness, struggle spirit, and the perspective of the people as the
main body. During the period of full-scale Anti-Japanese War, the Anti-Japanese War dance art which was
active in the rear areas of China was an important aspect of the Chinese Anti-Japanese salvation movement
in literary and art. Under the guidance of the Communist Party of China, progressive dancers represented by
Wu Xiaobang and Dai Ailian gradually got creative consciousness, completed the ideological discourse con-
struction of the Anti-Japanese War dance, and also provided important ideological resources and practical

basis for the establishment and development of the dance in new China.
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