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Brief Discussion on the Evolution of the Authors’ Signatures of Goryeo
Epitaphs and the Reasons

YANG Xiangkui, ZHANG Shimeng
(College of Literature and Arts, Shihezi University, Shihezi 832003, China)

Abstract: Wang’s Goryeo Dynasty was established on the Korean Peninsula in 918, and its time span
corresponds to the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms of our country to the beginning of the Ming Dynasty.
Since the early Goryeo period, its epitaph development is not synchronized with the Song Dynasty in our
country, and there are big differences. In terms of the evolution of the author’s signature position, it can be
divided into four stages. In its infancy, originated from the writing of articles by the Emperor’s orders and
was influenced by Goryeo inscriptions, following the format of inscriptions, the signature was placed before
the text. During the development period, the author’s signature achieved parallel formatting and etiquette
writing, but etiquette based signatures were more popular. During the period of decline, political turmoil, the
rise of reclusive thoughts, and the decline in the status of literati, factors such as the decline in epitaph
authorship were affected, but at this time, more emphasis was placed on ceremonial writing. During the
revival period, in line with the Yuan Dynasty epitaphs, the consciousness of signature was restored and
strengthened, and the basic implementation of “signature is necessary for records” was achieved. The posi-
tion of signature tended to be fixed, and the calligrapher began to break the rules of etiquette, realizing the
formatted signature style of epitaphs.
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