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Internal Logic and Response Strategies of Contemporary Chinese Youth
Subcultures

ZHAO Shutong, DU Gang’
(School of Marxism, North University of China, Taiyuan 030051, China)

Abstract: In contemporary China, multicultural trends are in a state of turmoil, and traditional social
values face significant challenges. Amidst this environment, youth exhibit unique subcultural existences,
among which four common types stand out: fan culture, cynicism culture, meme culture, and otaku culture.
These subcultures share commonalities while also possessing their unique characteristics. From the perspec-
tive of Marxist cultural theory, this paper delves into the generative logic of these youth subcultures and pro-
poses solutions to address their confusions, difficulties, and concerns from three aspects: strengthening ideo-
logical guidance, resolving practical needs, and fostering a positive mindset. Meanwhile, guided by Xi Jin-
ping’s cultural thought, the aim is to promote self-confidence and self-improvement among youth in the cul-
tural realm, thereby fostering the healthy development of youth culture.
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