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From Unreal to Real: Discussion Based on Mencius’ Philosophy of
Language and a Variant Formulation About “Use Yi to Restore Zhi”

HU Wanlin', HE Zongmei*
(1. College of Literature, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China;

2. College of Literature, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: In academic discourse about the concept of “use Y7 to restore Zhi”, the logical relation between
“not letting Ci obscure Zhi” and “use Y7 to restore Zhi” has been overlooked by scholars. However, the variant
formulation “not letting C7 obscure Yi” from Wenxin Diaolong was extensively adopted in later poetic treatises,
focusing on the conceptual logic underlying the proposition of “Y7”. Through an examination of “Y7” grounded
in the logical framework of “use Y7 to restore Zhi”, combined with Mencius’ philosophy of language and textual
variants, it can be observed that this “Yi” constitutes the author’s authentic intention concealed beneath
embellished rhetoric. Therefore the interpreter of poetry must first acquire rhetorical knowledge to discern
ornamental language, thereby enabling the reconstruction of the authors authentic intention from the surface-level
“illusory meaning” of rhetorical expressions. Following Mencius, there emerged a historical discontinuity in the
reception of ornamental rhetoric in classical Chinese literature until Liu Xie revived this intellectual lineage.
Consequently, analyzing “use Y7 to restore Zhi” not only facilitates the clarification of Mencius’ perspective on
language and the establishment of an appropriate interpretive methodology for discerning authors’ substantive
references through ornamental expressions, but also provides a critical framework for tracing the developmental

trajectory of ornamental rhetoric’s reception history.
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