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Construction of Cultural Identity Through the Dragon King Marriage
Legend in Villages

MA Jinhui, WEI Caihua®
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract: Legends, as a form of cultural resource, metaphorically reflect the real life of the people. How
a legend is constructed and expressed reflects the rich cultural connotations of village folk societies. In Longtian
Village and Hougou Village in the Yuci District of Jinzhong City, Shanxi Province, the Dragon King Marriage
legend is widely circulated. As traditional villages gradually develop into tourist destinations, villagers have rebuilt
the Dragon King Temple and revived the “Zou Shen Qin” ritual. The relationships between villages are integrated
through rain-praying rituals in villages. This not only revitalizes the cultural identity of villages, but also constructs
a symbolic identity of village society through the tourist vitality showcased by folk rituals.
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