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Narrative Construction of Telling China’s Stories to International Students
in China
DUAN Shifei, ZHONG Shuhan

(College of Education, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)
Abstract: Enhancing the effectiveness of international students’ ideological education is of great significance

for increasing the national image and soft power of the country, strengthening China’s international discourse
power, and building the community with a shared future for mankind. Currently, Chinese universities have failed
to follow a coherent narrative logic when they undertake international students’ ideological education. While China
is rich in good stories, these stories require good narratives to achieve effective communication. Based on the
theory of Genette, this article addresses the questions of “how to tell”, “what to tell”, and “who tells” the stories
of China in the ideological education of international students. By selecting the right Chinese stories and conveying
Chinese values, these stories can evoke emotional resonance and promote shared cultural identity. This approach
will help present a trustworthy, likeable and respectable image of China to the world and empower international
students to become important agents in telling China’s story and spreading China’s voice.
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