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Yigi and Foundation: On Guo Xiangsheng’s Acceptance and Rectification of
the Tongcheng School’s Classical Chinese Concepts

LI Xiaomin

(School of Literature, Shanxi Normal Univercity, Taiyuan 030031, China)

Abstract: Guo Xiangsheng was a renowned expert in classical Chinese literature studies in Shanxi dur-
ing the late Qing Dynasty. In his existing works, including monographs on classical Chinese studies, classi-
cal Chinese compositions, and inscriptions on book collections, there are numerous critiques and evaluations
of the literary thoughts and creations of the Tongcheng School. Against the backdrop of the New Culture
Movement, Guo Xiangsheng inherited the Tongcheng School’s doctrine of “odor”, advocating “seeking qi
through sound” as a pathway to learning classical Chinese, and using “odor” as a criterion for criticizing clas-
sical Chinese literature. Regarding Yao Nai’s proposition of “yigi” in classical Chinese, Guo Xiangsheng not
only accepted it but also provided in-depth theoretical interpretations and critical practices. In his practice of
classical Chinese creation and criticism, he proposed that “yi” is the leading factor, reflecting the internal
moral consciousness and social responsibility of the classical Chinese literati, while “qi” is the externalization
of “yi”. In response to the issue of emptiness in Tongcheng School’s classical Chinese creations due to an
overemphasis on “yi”, Guo Xiangsheng advocated that classical Chinese scholars should focus on textual

research, scholarship, and primary education to solidify their knowledge foundation. Guo Xiangsheng’ s
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thoughts on classical Chinese literature are permeated by the moral responsibility of scholars at the end of the

feudal era towards society and their sincere concern for the people, are the echoes to the true essence of

“classical Chinese” since Han Yu across different generations.
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