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Scene Isomorphism of Compound Visual Focus: Visual Narrative of World
Picture in Dianshizhai Pictorial

CHEN Xiaojie

(School of Literature, University of Jinan, Jinan 250022, China)

Abstract: From the theoretical perspective of visual rhetoric, this paper reveals how Dianshizhai Picto-
rial utilized the photo-lithographic technology to achieve a pioneering visual image representation paradigm
and shaped the visual experience of the mass audience in the late Qing Dynasty. Dianshizhai Pictorial
employed a multi-level design of onlooker perspectives to form a complex visual focus structure, construct-
ing an imagined visual spectacle. The simulated visual focus within the picture and the real visual focus out-
side the picture corresponded and interacted, creating an immersive perspective that made the audience feel
present, generating a sense of virtual presence. By focusing on details and close-range sensory perception, it
achieved a panoramic perspective of the onlooker, driving the media transformation of modernity experience
in the late Qing Dynasty.
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