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Topological Iconicity and Metaphorical Rhetoric: A Study of Folk Images and
Regional Cultures in Shanxi Films

WANG Libin, DOU Jingi

(School of Communication, Shanxi Normal University, Taiyuan 030000)

Abstract: Folk images in movies carry distinctive regional cultures and national spirits. In Shanxi
films, folk images not only portray the basic qualities of original objects but also employ analogic symbols to
enhance character images, and construct distinctive folk contexts for the characters’ trajectories. Moreover,
the reconstructed folk rituals not only demonstrate regional folk cultures to the audience but also convey the
characters’ beliefs, emotions and perspectives through the ritual narratives. Meanwhile, the ethnic spirits
embodied in images are enhanced from the characters’ actions by using metaphors, and the films’ artistry,
ethnicity and humanity are constructed in multiple ways.
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